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Friday 12th December 2025
Dear Parent/Carer/Student

Thank You Postcards

| would like to thank all students who have written a Thank You Postcard for a member of staff. Over the past week,
hundreds of postcards have been put into the pigeonholes. It has been a real lift for staff at the end of a busy term. |
am grateful to the students for doing this; it has been very much appreciated.

Rudolph Run

Well done to Year 7 for taking part in the Rudolph Run yesterday. Thankfully, the rain held off, and the students were
able to chase Santa (Year 13 student Bethany Botheras), for two laps around the school field wearing their reindeer
antlers. The run was won by Amelia Dunn in 7JC, and 7AE were the form with the fastest students. Thank you to
everyone who supported by donating to Isabel Hospice raising a total of £1,341 which is a great achievement. It is
not too late to support this fundraising effort; if you are able to, please make a donation to the Just Giving page here.
Thank you to everyone involved, especially Mrs Inwood for organising the run.

Christmas Cards for Lister Children’s Ward
Thank you to the Year 7 students, and their Sixth Form Big Sisters who wrote Christmas cards for the Children’s Ward
at Lister Hospital.

‘Dear Year 7s,

On behalf of the East and North Hertfordshire Hospital’s Charity, a heartfelt thank you for your generous donation of
beautifully handmade cards for our children’s ward this Christmas. Being in hospital can be daunting for children, and
it can be especially difficult during the festive season. Thanks to your kind donations, we will be able to give the cards
to our poorly young patients staying on our wards or visiting A&E over Christmas. These cards will bring smiles to
children and help make being in hospital that much easier.” Hannah Martin, Events Manager.

Music Visit to Riverside Place Care Home & Ashview Nursing Home

This week, in their class music lessons, 9ME visited Riverside Place and 9DS travelled to Ashview to sing both
traditional carols and contemporary Christmas songs for the residents and staff. Students with portable instruments
such as recorders, flutes, trumpets, and guitars accompanied the songs. The whole class livened up the Twelve Days
of Christmas by adding an appropriate hand percussion instrument to each day mentioned, adding a humorous
element to the performance. Residents happily sang along and thoroughly enjoyed their time. Students benefitted
from knowing their visit had contributed to the community and loved giving something back to the senior generation
at this festive time. Thank you to our Music Department for organising the visits.

Sixth Form Project-Supporting in the Community

At the start of November, a group of Sixth Form senior students launched their community project to support the
Welwyn and Hatfield Women's Refuge. The project involved asking the Presdales community to donate items that
would benefit those who were linked to the refuge. Items such as toiletries, non-perishable foods and games were

donated.

On Wednesday 9th December, two people from the refuge came to collect the
items and they have invited Presdales to visit the refuge to see how the
donations will benefit women and children.

If you would like more information, please click here. A big thank you and
special mention to Maeve, Abbie, Nefeli, Lizzie and Clara in Year 13 for
organising the collection and for liaising with the refuge.
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The Voice of Hertfordshire’s Youth - Request for Support
Please see below a message from the Herts Constabulary asking for support in completing a survey.

‘Dear Parents, Guardians & Carers,

Your local Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) is currently seeking views from residents as they set their next round
of local policing priorities.

Officers are keen to hear from young people about the issues that matter most to them, to ensure they are capturing
opinions across a wide age range - often lacking in feedback from our younger community.

We’re asking parents and guardians to please encourage young people 11+ to take part in Hertfordshire
Constabulary's Local Priority Survey to make their views heard.

Whilst it is not mandatory to provide, by answering the “Age” question in the survey, this will really help us to narrow
down feedback provided relative to the age of the individual answering.

What is a local policing priority?

NPTs work alongside partners to focus on solving long and short-term neighbourhood issues - with young persons in
mind, particularly at this time of year, its important to provide you and your child, more opportunities, to tell us where
individuals may feel unsafe when walking home from school or friends but also any other local issues that may affect
them.

Local officers set local policing priorities every four months, to provide a specific focus on the issues which are currently
causing the most concern to residents locally. The views and concerns of the younger community are just as crucial,
ensuring that everyone has a voice.

What can the public expect?

The responses you provide are reviewed by your local officers.

Residents will see their dedicated team of PCs and PCSOs working alongside partners to address the agreed priorities,
through  an  increased  police  presence, engagement  events and  targeted  enforcement.
You can see what your community are saying in response to this survey by visiting the Local Area Pages and entering
your postcode.

What about other crime and issues?

Every area of the county is covered by a NPT but is also policed by response officers who attend emergency calls,
detectives who investigate crimes such as burglary, robbery and assault, and specialist countywide units. While there
will be a focus on the local priorities, officers will continue to respond to daily business as usual, as well as force wide
priorities.

We want to ensure that local policing resources are focusing on the issues that matter most, so we'd encourage
everyone to share their views with us by completing the survey via the link below.

Hertfordshire Constabulary - Local Priority Survey

Finally, although joining means we can keep you up to date with local alerts from your local officers, you don't need
to be a Herts Connected member to complete the survey - what is important to us, is capturing the feedback of our
communities, no matter who they are.

The new priorities will be announced at the beginning of January and will be shared with local schools following
this campaign.’

Speech Day
To allow the school to prepare for our annual Speech Day on Monday 15th December, the school will close at
12.00pm. We have been in contact with the bus companies, and they have shared the following:

Golden Boy E85 Early pickup
Golden Boy E86 Early pickup
Mick’s Travel Early pickup
Reg’s No early pickup

Uno No early pickup


https://s-url.co/998oAA
https://s-url.co/998oAA
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https://s-url.co/998oAA

Last Day of Term
The term will end at 12.45pm on Friday 19th December. The bus companies have confirmed the following:

Golden Boy E85 Early pickup
Golden Boy E86 Early pickup
Mick’s Travel Early pickup
Reg’s Early pickup
Uno No early pickup

Finally, | want to say thank you to all students, parent/carers and staff involved in the numerous activities that have
been taking place over the last few weeks to support the wider community. It has been humbling to see how much
time and effort has gone into spreading joy and happiness to others at this time of year. This is a perfect example of
seeing our school values in action, not just words on a page.

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.

Mr M Warren
Headteacher



