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Dear Parent/Carer/Student

Secondary Open Evening

Whilst it is always a busy evening, with a significant amount of preparation involved, Secondary Open Evening
remains one of the highlights of our school calendar. It provides a fantastic opportunity for subject areas to
showcase their curriculum to prospective students and parents, and | would like to thank staff for their dedication
and leadership in making the evening such a success. As in previous years, we had hundreds of attendees
throughout the evening and there was a real buzz around the school. The most rewarding aspect of the evening is
observing our amazing students interacting with the young people and their parents/carers, whether guiding tours
or supporting individual subject areas. We received numerous compliments on how articulate, confident and
friendly the students were. Our students are the best advert for our school. Thank you to everyone who was
involved, it is very much appreciated.

Black History Month

During the month of October, we have been celebrating Black History Month. As part of this, Lower, Middle and
Upper School assemblies were taken by two Sixth Form students, Fiyi Odunjo and Saiunnati Siddantham. Students
learnt about the importance of Black History Month, the achievement of notable black people and what they can
do to find out more about the contributions of Black people. Fiyi and Sai also spoke honestly and eloquently about
why it matters to them and the effect that it has had.

All students also completed a SMSC activity this week looking at the importance of finding out about different
perspectives on history. Students also researched lesser-known Black people who had made contributions to
society. My thanks to Ms Coulson, EDI Lead, for supporting Fiyi and Sai.

Year 9 Battlefields Trip October 2025 (Report from Mrs Workman, Head of History)

In the early hours of Friday 10th October, 79 Year 9’s and 8 teachers set off bound for the Battlefields of the First
World War. The students had a tightly packed schedule which consisted of three main cemeteries in and around
Ypres, Belgium. The Year 9’s were given tasks to find certain individuals who they had been told about before
departing the coach. Although 20 million died, these individual stories brought it home to the students how ordinary
people had fought and died for their country. Then the students visited 'In Flanders Field Museum' to be given an
overview of the war.

Saturday 11™ October, we set off again early and headed straight to the Somme and Beaumont Hamel - the site of
the contribution made by the Newfoundlanders on the 1% July 1916. We walked the battlefield, and the students
were able to see how difficult the battle would have been for those fought. In addition, it was here at Beaumont
Hamel that we were able to lay a wreath at the grave of a known soldier, a relative of one of the students. A very
moving moment for all of us. We followed this up with a stop to Thievpal Memorial - 72,000 names of those who
fell in the four-month long Battle of the Somme. Homeward bound we made one last stop where the Canadians
fought for the British at Vimy Ridge. The students were excellent, and a great time was had by all. Here are some
of the comments from the students about their experiences:

"As someone who enjoys history, | loved this trip! We got to go to so many different interesting places and all | wish
is that we could stay longer! We went to cemeteries, museums, and battlefields! And I loved the chocolate shop so
I could take home some delicious Belgium chocolate. And | loved walking through Newfoundland Memorial Park
and the trenches in Vimy Bridge! | absolutely loved this trip and me and my friends had so much fun!"

¢  Ambition ® Creativity  Equality ¢ Integrity ¢ Kindness @ Resilience ¢

Presdales School Academy Trust is a charitable company registered in England ¢ Company Registration Number: 07990029
Registered Office Address: Presdales School, Hoe Lane, Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 9NX



"Overall the sites you see on this trip are exciting yet shocking as you see the depths of the reality of war. Personally
| would favour the first museum that you will go into in the town square in Belgium, it was set out really nicely and
showed examples of the things you would find in war such as uniform and armour."

My thanks to Miss Workman for organising the trip and to the staff who accompanied them.

Year 10 Learn4Living Workshops

Last Friday, all Year 10 students took part in four Learn4Living Workshops. The topics explored by students were
Communities & Stereotypes, Gambling & Risk, Being a Critical Consumer and Healthy Living; Drugs & Risk. Well
done to the students who were engaged and worked well together. Thank you to Mrs Fry for organising the
morning and to those staff who delivered sessions.

PressTales
Please click here for the latest edition of PressTales.

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.

Mr M Warren
Headteacher
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