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Friday 18th July 2025 
 
Dear Parent/Carer/Student 
 
As we reach the end of another academic year, I would like to say thank you to our students, staff and parents for 
making 2024/2025 another amazing year at Presdales School. This year, the students have amassed over 170,000 
reward points, which is over 10,000 more than last year. The number of students attending extra-curricular 
activities is up and more students are volunteering than ever before. Presdales continues to be a very special place 
to teach and learn in. 
 
This morning we held a whole school assembly in the sports hall. This was to celebrate the achievements of 
students throughout the year. Frank House came out on top by being crowned the winners of the Inter-Form House 
Sports Competition and, also winning the overall House Cup for 2025. Well done to every student who has 
participated in any House Event over the past year. 
 
On Monday, students stood on stage performing to friends and family as part of our annual Presdales Rocks. This 
is always a special evening, and a culmination of many hours of rehearsals in preparation for performances. Those 
who have performed on stage before will know how nerve racking it can be, but the performances were floorless. 
My thanks to Mrs Cooper and Miss Sargent for organising the evening, and to our team of dedicated instrumental 
teachers who deliver lessons throughout the year. Well done to the staff band who, I would like to think, stole the 
show!   
 
On Tuesday, we held our annual Sports Awards Evening where nominated students were celebrated for their 
achievements this year, as well as the achievements of all sports teams at Presdales. I am always amazed to see 
how many sports the PE department offers our students. Seeing all of the achievements in one place shows how 
amazing our students are. We are champions in multiple sports at District, County and Regional level, as well as 
national finalists. A particular mention to the U14 Netball squad who came 6th in the National Finals, the highest 
placed state school in the country in a tournament entered by around 1500 schools. Well done to all students who 
have attended sports practices throughout the year. 
 

 

Well done to Jess Botheras, who, last weekend, competed in the U15 Girls Shot Put at the 
English Schools Athletics Championships in Birmingham, Jess came a very credible 8th place 
with a throw of 10.21m. 
 

The Parent Association 
We would like to say a big thank you to the PA who have raised over £5,000 this year to support the school. The 
money has been used to benefit students in a number of ways. They have purchased five new benches for use 
outside of the Learning Hub, they have paid for a new lighting board that will be installed in the Drama Studio to 
improve lighting for performances and they have purchased a second football kit for PE fixtures. If you would like 
to get in touch with them to offer your support, their email address is PA@presdales.herts.sch.uk 
 
History Battlefields  
On Monday 7th July, 39 students accompanied by the History Department, (Miss Workman, Miss Martin and Miss 
Mockett) and Mrs Yates set off for the Battlefields of the First World War. 

 
Students experienced several sites of battles, trenches, underground tunnels, laying a wreath at the Last Post at 
the Menin Gate, walking the site of a part of the Battle of the Somme, chocolate shopping and the opportunity to 
look for relatives who had died and fought in the First World War. Here are some of the comments of the 
participants: 
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"This trip was an amazing and eye-opening experience. I truly learnt so much on this trip and there is so much I 
didn't know that is so important. One thing that I think was important was going to the cemeteries. I think it is so 
important to go there and remember and think about the people who gave their lives. It really made me think a 
lot about the scale of the war and made me self reflect. Overall, it was my favourite trip I have been on and I 
recommend it to everyone. The food is also amazing." 

 
"I loved the history trip. I thought it was really interesting and gave me a better insight into what I have been and 
will be learning about in my GCSE's. My favourite thing was Talbot House. I think it was really fascinating to see 
both sides of the war including the side where the soldiers relaxed and recovered before returning to the frontlines. 
My other favourite part was going underground to the Wellington Quarry where the soldiers hid from the 
Germans." 

 
Swimming Gala 
Thank you to our PE department for running the swimming gala last Friday. A full report can be found here. 
 
Food Bank Donations 
Thank you to all who were able to provide items for the Hertford, Ware and District foodbank. They have sent us 
a message: 
We are writing to thank you for your support of the Hertford, Ware & District Foodbank. Your fantastic donation 
has been so gratefully received and will go directly to helping those facing crisis in our community. 
The Hertford, Ware & District Foodbank works with families in crisis throughout Hertford, Ware and the 
surrounding villages. For example; individuals who suddenly find themselves out of work or injured, those who are 
experiencing a delay in receiving benefits, or families who with unforeseen outgoings such as a broken boiler may 
then find they are unable to support themselves. We provide families with a minimum of three days’ worth of 
nutritionally balanced food and sign-post them to the frontline professionals who will be able to help them resolve 
their crisis. 
Already this year we have supported over 1500 individuals (including over 540 children). 
As we continue to help those in our local community it is great to know that we have the support of you and your 
school. You help make it possible for our Foodbank to run and we really appreciate the support you continue to 
provide. 
 
Staff farewells 
As we reach the end of the academic year, we say farewell to several members of our staff, some who are retiring, 
others moving to promotions in other schools and some relocating. We would like to say thank you to all who will 
be leaving today and wish them all the best in the next stage of their lives/careers.  
 
Thank you to: 
Miss Chatfield 
Mrs Hyslop 
Miss Lee 
Miss McCallum 
Mr Walker 
Mrs Warburton 
Mrs Watson 
 
As Mrs Sykes is leaving Presdales, Mrs Chandler will be the Assistant Headteacher leading KS4 (Years 10 and 11). 
Miss Turner, current Head of Sixth Form, will be the new AHT for KS3. Mrs Schillaci-Rowland will be leading our 
sixth form for 2025/2026. I am pleased to say that we are fully staffed for September.  
 
I wish you all a restful and safe summer break. We look forward to meeting our new Year 7 and 12 students on 
Wednesday 3rd September, and all students on Thursday 4th September. 
 
Kind regards 

 
Mr M Warren 

Headteacher 
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