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Friday 4th July 2025
Dear Parent/Carer/Student

Sports Day

Well done to all of the students who took part in our annual Sports Day. At the time of writing this update, | do not
know who the winners are, so | will announce that next week. Many students have taken part in heats and field
events over this week trying to gain valuable points for their House. It is pleasing to see a high participation rate
for each discipline.

Nicky Morris Competition

Many congratulations to the athletics squad who, yesterday, won the Nicky Morris Challenge for the 34th year in
a row. This competition includes several schools from across Hertfordshire. Well done to the students who
competed and a particular well done to the wider team of sports leaders and reserves who were all essential on
the day.

Year 7 - 2nd Place
Year 8/9 - 1st Place
Year 10+ - 2nd Place
Overall Champions
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My thanks to our PE team, who have been extremely busy preparing for this event, Sports Day, next week’s
Swimming Gala and the Sports Awards evening. We are very grateful to them all for going above and beyond to
support our students.

Year 6 Maths Challenge

A number of our feeder primary schools descended on Presdales on Monday to take part in our annual Year 6
Maths Challenge. Four Year 7 students supported the event (one of which was in the winning Year 6 team last
year) and two Sixth Form mathematicians oversaw the scoring. The children took part in several rounds including
general maths knowledge, testing memory, logic and problem solving. It was fantastic to see the children
engrossed in Maths and working well collaboratively in their teams. At the end of the morning, there was a tie
break and after looking at the team that were the most accurate in one of the rounds, Abel Smith Primary School
were victorious and named Year 6 Maths Challenge Champions 2025. Every child was presented with a certificate
of participation, and individuals in the winning team all received a scientific calculator to set them up for Maths in
secondary school from September. We look forward to welcoming primary schools again next summer to this
event. My thanks to the Maths Department for leading this event.
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STEM/Ogden Trust

On Monday, Year 4 students from Bengeo and Wheatcroft visited Presdales to take part in a fun-
filled Physics Day. Presdales’ brilliant STEM Ambassadors led a variety of engaging workshops,
including How to Make a Harry Potter Wand and Balloon Cars. Students also enjoyed a lively show
titled Music to Your Ears, which creatively linked Science and Music. Later in the evening, parents
and children from local primary schools attended a captivating performance called Bubbles and
Balloons. Despite the extreme heat, the event was well attended, and it was heartwarming to see
families discussing Science together.

Thank you to our STEM lead, Mrs Warburton, for organising the day.

Rothamsted Research visit

On Monday, 15 Year 10’s visited Rothamsted Research - a research centre that specialises in plant science and agriculture.
The tour started with a visit to their Sample Archive where students saw hundreds of thousands of soil and crop samples
from over the years, with the oldest sample dating back to 1844. They also learned about genetically modified crops and
visited chambers investigating alternative ways to grow crops. In the fields at Rothamsted, students also witnessed a giant
specialised insect vacuum cleaner collecting insect samples to monitor biodiversity. The trip linked directly to the GCSE
Ecology topic, and the Year 10 students learned a lot about sustainable food production. Please find photos and more
information on the next edition of PressTales. Thank you to Miss Lee for organising the trip.

Duke of Edinburgh Award - Gold Award

Message from Miss Haywood who is on the Gold Expedition this week:

‘Well done to the 49 incredible Gold participants currently undertaking their practice and assessment expeditions in
Snowdonia. Their resilience, determination, and teamwork has been exceptional. This expedition has pushed everyone to
their emotional and physical limits — and yet, the majority have powered through with grit and courage. Practice groups
have braved challenging terrain and navigated complex routes of up to 19 km under the close guidance of instructors.
Meanwhile, assessment groups have tackled mountain scrambles up to 890 metres, clambering up near-vertical slopes
with full packs — an extraordinary feat in itself. And yet, despite the exhaustion, there's still energy left at camp for frying-
pan rounders, starry campfire singalongs, and evenings filled with laughter and friendship. | couldn’t be prouder of each
and every one of them. They are a true credit to themselves, the school and to the Gold Award.’

Thanks to Miss Haywood for being with the students this week and good luck to the 70 Year 10 Silver Award students who
will be on their assessment next week.

Presdales Rocks

Tickets for Presdales Rocks are now available on WisePay, £12 adults, £5 children and students which covers the cost of
the incredible sound and lighting team that come in and offer the students a professional experience of performing live.
The student performers and bands are predominantly self-rehearsed, and present a wide range of musical styles giving
the event a distinctive festival feel. Tickets cover entry to the event and food stalls are available on the night for drinks,
hot food and ice cream so you might want to be prepared for these extra purchases. Alternatively, you can bring your
own picnic. We are aiming for an outdoor event, so rugs and picnic chairs might be useful. Please do not bring an umbrella
or gazebo, as these block the view of others. Gates open at 6.30pm, music starts at 7pm. We look forward to seeing you
there.

HCC SEND

Hertfordshire County Council are running several sessions across the county over the next few weeks for parents of a child
with SEND. They are keen to hear the views of parents in Hertfordshire. Please click here for the link to a session in
Stanstead Abbotts. If you are unable to attend, but would still like to share your views, then please follow this link.

Wishing you all an enjoyable and restful weekend.

Mr M Warren
Headteacher


https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Stanstead-Abbotts-Listening-Event-flyer-PDF.pdf
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/SENDSummitFamilies/

