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Friday 23rd May 2025

Dear Parents/Carers/Students

Please click here for the latest edition of PressTales.

Parent Survey 2025

Please click here for the 2025 Parent Survey overview which has been shared with our Trust Board. We are very
pleased with the outcomes and are grateful for your feedback. We are unable to respond to every comment,
but do take on board the points that have been raised.

New Year 7
After half term, our pastoral team will start visiting primary schools to meet students who are joining us in
September. This year, we have students coming from over 50 different schools.

A reminder for our new parents to please complete the google form by Friday 6th June. It is important that we
have this information on our system. The information booklet also has a link to the Bring Your Own Device
Scheme. | would be grateful if parents could sign up as soon as possible. We would like to prepare all devices
over the summer break.

HCC have asked us to share the following information =:

‘Please note that parents and carers of students eligible for free home-to-school transport will not receive
confirmation of their arrangements until towards the end of June. There is no need for families to apply
separately for transport when applying for a school place. Eligibility is assessed automatically as part of the
admissions process, and only those entitled will be contacted.’

Mental Health Ambassador Training

On Monday, Mrs Miller led the One Goal Mental Health Champion training for our Sixth Form Mental Health
Ambassadors. Our students engaged enthusiastically throughout the sessions, sharing thoughtful insights about
the importance of empathy and kindness within the Presdales School community. They also explored a range
of supportive strategies, which they are keen to introduce for lower school students during the Mental Health
drop-in sessions the Ambassadors are organising.

Presdales Primary Schools Festival of Football for Girls

Over the last couple of days, Presdales held our annual Primary Schools Festival of Football for Girls. The Festival
was attended by over 200 pupils from Years 3 to 6, who enjoyed playing competitive football in the
sunshine. The quality of football on show demonstrated the huge progress in girls football in recent years. The
Year 3/4 competition was won by Hertingfordbury, retaining the trophy they won last year. The Year 5/6
competition was won by Hunsdon and Widford Scools. Both competitions were really close. We look forward
to welcoming some of the Year 6s who will be joining Presdales in September. Thank you to Mr Macrae, the
Hertford and Ware Sports Partnership, and our PE staff for running both events.

London Symphony Orchestra at the Barbican

On Wednesday 19 GCSE and A level musicians travelled to the Barbican in London to watch the London
Symphony Orchestra (LSO) perform "Symphonie Fantastique" by Berlioz. The LSO has recently launched a new
series of concerts called "Half-Six Fix", short 1 hour concerts aimed at those new to symphonic music. We were
all really impressed with how the conductor explained the symphony at the beginning, giving an overview of
the complex and emotional story told through the music and allowing the orchestra to play short snippets of
each movement for us to listen out for later on. A large screen displayed views of different musicians as the
performance developed, and we also gained the orchestra's view of the highly expressive and dynamic
conductor. We all had a brilliant time and look forward to another "Half Six Fix" next season.
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String Recital

The String Recital was a brilliant display of our strong string department at Presdales and we are thankful to
Mrs Slade who teaches violin and viola, as well as running our string group and orchestra. It was fabulous to
hear the soloists, from those who began learning this year, to those who have been learning a while. Each
student selected their own piece to play and the audience were treated to a wide variety of styles from across
many centuries and cultures. Also, it was unusual to hear from the minority instruments such as viola, cello and
double bass - really quite rare to have all these represented in a school setting. The concert finished with the
string group playing a warm and vibrant sound, which left the listeners in a thoroughly uplifted mood! Well
done to all our string players.

Young Enterprise

Following on from their success last week, the Year 12 Young Enterprise team competed in the Regional Finals
this week. Whilst they did not win overall, they did win the Sustainability Award, one of only three awards
presented on the evening. Well done to all of the students involved.

Apprenticeship Information Event
Hertford Regional College - Tuesday 17*" June 2025, 17:30 — 19:00
This event will be held at the Broxbourne campus and is open to all.

There will be short tours of the college and there will be talks including:
e Whatis an apprenticeship?
e What apprenticeships are available at HRC?
e How to search and apply for apprenticeships
e Top tips for CVs, applications and interviews

To book on to this event, please use the link below:
https://hrc.ac.uk/events/apprenticeship-information-evening/

For any questions, please contact apprenticeships@hrc.ac.uk.

As we reach the end of another half term, | would like to say well done to all of our students. The Year 11 and
13 students have settled into their exams and have all been amazing. | know they will be revising over the half
term break, but hope they also take some time away from their studies. The next half term will go very quickly,
but there is a lot to look forward to including sports day, swimming gala and several trips.

| wish you all a very enjoyable half term break and look forward to seeing all students return on Monday 2™
June.

Kind regards

Mr M Warren
Headteacher
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