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Friday 7th March 2025 

 
Dear Parents/Carers/Students 

 
World Book Day 
Thursday was World Book Day (WBD) and throughout this week Ms Peek and the English team have organised 
events to celebrate this. These included a library scavenger hunt, WBD quiz, the ‘Big Book Swap’, book club 
meeting and the Year 7 student and staff dress up today. We know the power of words and the importance of 
reading and it has been good to see students getting involved in the activities this week. Thank you Ms Peek. 

 

 
 
Careers Week 
This week has been our annual Careers Week in school. This has included activities for all year groups including 
Year 13 Mock Apprenticeship Assessment Centre, Year 8 work shadowing, Year 12 careers morning which was 
delivered by several businesses, parents and ex-students. Yesterday, several Year 9’s had the opportunity to 
visit Hertfordshire University and today Year 10 students took part in the ‘Big Interview Day’. My thanks to all 
parents who supported us this week in school, or by taking their daughter to work with them. Also, to our 
trustees who came in to interview students this morning. Thank you Mrs Stephenson and Mrs Gray for putting 
together the activities this week; there has been a lot going on! A more in-depth report will be in the next 
edition of PressTales. 

 
The Academy of Real Assets Annual Creative Competition 
Last year, two of our Year 13 students won prizes in the Assets Annual Creative Competition. They attended an 
awards presentation and also had their work published. The 2024/25 competition is now open. This year, they 
are asking young people to respond to the prompt: “If I Could Build My Neighbourhood from Scratch…”  

 
Students can either submit an 800-word essay, a one-minute film, a piece of artwork or photography that 
showcases their vision for the neighbourhood of the future. The submission deadline is 28th March 2025. Please 
click here for further details.  
  
  

https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Campaign-Information-for-Academy-Partners.pdf


Italian visit 
This week, we had the pleasure of hosting 34 Italian students and three teachers from our partner school, Liceo 
Classico Dante Alighieri in Ravenna, located in north-east Italy. This visit marked our first in-person meeting 
after 18 months of exchanging letters. The Italian guests were warmly welcomed by our Year 9, 10, 11, and 12 
students, who were outstanding ambassadors. Many of our Year 9 students are especially excited about the 
opportunity to visit the Italian school during their upcoming trip to Venice later this month. Thank you to Mrs 
Evenden for organising the trip.  

 
Finally, good luck to the following: 

 U15s football playing their National Cup quarter final match this afternoon  
 The 45 students attending the Year 7 PGL Netball trip this weekend 

Thank you to all staff involved in these activities. I am sure all of the students participating will have a great 
time. 

 
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend. 

 
Mr M Warren 
 


