
 

 
     Ambition          Creativity          Equality          Integrity          Kindness          Resilience     

 
Presdales School Academy Trust is a charitable company registered in England  Company Registration Number: 07990029 

Registered Office Address: Presdales School, Hoe Lane, Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 9NX 

PRESDALES SCHOOL 
Achievement for all 

Headteacher: Mr M Warren 

Hoe Lane 
Ware, Herts 

SG12 9NX 
Tel: 01920 462210 

Email: admin@presdales.herts.sch.uk 

 
29th November 2024 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer/Student 

 
This week, our Year 11 and 13 students began their mock examinations. This is always an important milestone 
in a students’ educational journey, particularly in Year 11, as it brings the reality of sitting external public 
examinations closer. It is important that the students do revise for these exams as we need to have an accurate 
picture of where students are currently working. We always provide additional support for students from 
January onwards, and this needs to be targeted where it is most needed based on mock outcomes. We wish all 
of the students all the best in their mocks. 

 
Fundraising for Isabel Hospice 
Year 7 are taking part in a ‘Rudolph Run’ on Wednesday 18th December to raise money for Isabel Hospice. The 
hospice provides vital palliative care services to anyone in eastern Hertfordshire who needs them. To be able 
to continue to provide their services free of charge Isabel Hospice needs to raise £7 million every year and, 
although the NHS funds 30% of this, the rest relies on the community, government grants, and their retail stores. 
If you are able to support this fundraising effort please make a donation to the Just Giving page here. This 
information went to Year 7 students and families last week and we would like to thank those who have already 
donated. The current total has almost hit the target at the time of writing my update. 

 
Student Successes 
Many congratulations to Bea Davis, Year 11, who has won the U18 prize in a poetry competition for Freedom 
from Torture. The competition was judged by eminent novelist, poet and Booker Prize winner, Alan Hollinghurst 
and acclaimed poet and playwright, Inua Ellams. The competition theme was Finding the Words, representing 
the difficulty that any of us can face when trying to express our feelings. It covers grief, life changes, the end of 
a relationship or a new beginning. It could be about strength and resilience, or about hope and vulnerability. 
Bea's entry represents what Finding the Words means to her. Poems were submitted from all over the world. 
You can read Bea’s poem here. 

 
Two Presdales musicians have been offered a place in national ensembles. Congratulations to Inaya Bansal, Year 
9, for being offered a place on cello in the National Children's Orchestra and to Victoria Smith, Year 11, for being 
invited to sing with the National Youth Choir. If any higher level musicians would like to find out about national 
ensembles please contact Mrs Cooper, Head of Music. 

 
Psychology Trip to Krakow 
Thirty Year 13 Psychology students recently travelled to Krakow, Poland. They visited the site of one of the 
largest Nazi concentration and extermination camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau and learnt more about the politics 
and social history during the time of the Nazi invasion of Poland. The students were confronted with stories of 
incomprehensible cruelty, hardship and the strength of human spirit in the face of adversity and they were able 
to use their psychological knowledge to help them make sense of all of these aspects of humanity.  
It was a particularly poignant time to visit ahead of the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and the 
students embraced every aspect of the experience with humility and maturity, taking away memories that will 
last a lifetime.  
 
‘Visiting Auschwitz was a shocking and emotional yet fascinating experience that will definitely stay with me 
forever’ - Lola Gardner

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/OvPTwjGXxo91iRey99SJ9A~~/AAME8QA~/RgRpIYv_P0T-aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vcGFnZS9wcmVzZGFsZXMtc2Nob29sLTE3MzIxODM3NzQ4NTQ_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWxjX2ZycF9zaGFyZV90cmFuc2FjdGlvbl90cmFuc2FjdGlvbmFsXy0tX3BhZ2VfbGF1bmNoZWRfLS1fY2FtcGFpZ24mdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9YTc4MDUxOTMtYmE1NS00MWJmLTllZmItYzJjOGFkNjc4NGQ1JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1wb3N0b2ZmaWNlJnV0bV90ZXJtPTE3MzIxODM4MDYzOTlXA3NwY0IKZzv_Bj9n9TZj1VIec2lud29vZEBwcmVzZGFsZXMuaGVydHMuc2NoLnVrWAQAAAAD
https://literary.freedomfromtorture.org/pageview/?page=poetry+competition


 
Christmas Raffle 
The Parents Association have again organised a Christmas raffle to help to raise money to build a new 
landscaped area near the Learning Hub which students can use. We are also hoping to encourage a gardening 
club. This year the raffle is aimed at the students and the prizes include a JBL speaker and vouchers for Sephora 
and Khloe nail bar. Your child will be bringing home a book of raffle tickets to sell and we would be grateful if 
you could support the school by purchasing them. The money, together with the ticket stubs, need to be 
returned in a named, sealed envelope to the school office. The winners will be notified at the end of the term. 
 
Speech Day - Reminder 
On Monday 16th December, we have our annual Speech Day. The school will close at 12.00pm. We have been 
in contact with the bus companies who pick up on site and they have said the following: 
 

 Golden Boy (E85) - Early pick up 

 Golden Boy (E86) - No early pick up 

 Mick’s Travel - Early pick up 

 Reg’s - No early pick up 

 Uno - No early pick up 

 
Wishing you all a pleasant and enjoyable weekend. 

 
Regards 
 
Mr M Warren 
Headteacher 
 


