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Dear Parent/Carer/Student

As we reach the end of the longest term in the year, | would like to say well done to all of our students for
making it a successful one. You have gained over 60,000 rewards since September, which is an excellent
achievement. Thank you for being a fantastic group of young people, it is a pleasure to work with you all.

It has been a very busy week in school and | am sure everyone is looking forward to a well-earned rest. My
thanks to our staff for their tireless work this term, and in particular, for providing so many opportunities for

our students to shine outside of the classroom.

Please click here for the latest edition of PressTales for a roundup of the last few weeks.

Speech Day

It was a pleasure to welcome students, parents, trustees, staff, the Mayor of Hertford and our guest speaker,
Katie Forbes, to our annual Speech Day on Monday. We were able to celebrate the successes of our past Year
11 and 13 students who picked up their GCSE or A Level certificates and prizes. Katie is an ex-student who left
in 2012 to join KPMG on their school leaver program. She is still with KPMG 12 years later and it was a pleasure
to hear her top three tips for the students. There were many staff involved in the organisation of the event, but
a particular thank you to Ms Jennings for taking the overall lead.

Hertford Pantry

This Christmas, Year 10 have been supporting the Hertford Pantry who provide free fresh food to local people
in need and is based at Sele Community Hub. Each form was allocated a family to support this Christmas. The
girls collected food, snacks, chocolates and drinks for over the festive period. They also donated presents
including toys and activities together with decorations for the families’ homes. They spent form times wrapping
presents and decorating their boxes that will be taken to those families in need. Nicola from Hertford Pantry
came into our assembly on Monday to see the girls and talk about the work that Hertford Pantry does. Thank
you to our Year 10 students for supporting this cause, and thank you to Miss Workman for

organising the school's contribution.
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Sixth Form Community Outreach

In the run up to Christmas, our Sixth Form team and students have been very busy working on their Community
Outreach Project. The wonderful Year 7 Big Sister team supported the creation of Christmas cards which will be
sent out to local Care Homes and the Isabel Hospice in Welwyn Garden City. Additionally, Miss Turner took nine
Year 13 students to Riverside Care Home in Ware to do a pamper session for some of their residents. It was an
afternoon full of nail painting, mince pies and celebrating how long some of the ladies had managed to stay
married! Well done to all of the students involved, and thank you to Miss Turner for arranging the visit.

Carol Service

On Tuesday, we held our annual carol service at St Mary’s Church, Ware. It was a beautiful service of music,
readings and congregational carol singing. The students performed so well throughout the service and the carols
were embellished with the choir singing descants in the final verses. Well done to all of the students involved
and thank you to Mrs Cooper and Miss Sargent for organising the service.

Christmas Lunch

Thank you to our amazing catering team who cooked and served over 1000 Christmas lunches on Wednesday.
The preparation and clearing up took many hours and | am grateful to them all for providing the lunches for our
students.

Sixth Form Revue

Thank you to the team of Year 12 students who organised and ran the Sixth Form Revue yesterday. So much
work had clearly gone into making videos and arranging different live acts to entertain all of the students. Thank
you to the Sixth Form leadership team for overseeing the revue.

Super Curriculum

Over the October half term break, your child may wish to complete a task or two from our engaging and wide-
ranging set of Super Curriculum tasks. It is a great opportunity for students to deepen their knowledge and
understanding in a subject area which they have a particular passion or curiosity for. Whilst it is compulsory for
all Year 7 students to complete three tasks across the academic year, we would strongly encourage all students
from Year 8 to Year 13 to also engage with the Super Curriculum.

Please take some time to look through the Super Curriculum Google site with your child and encourage them
to complete at least one task over the half term break. All completed tasks should be recorded on Unifrog and
evidence uploaded onto Google classroom after half term. Teachers will look forward to seeing the completed
tasks on our return.

You can access the Google site through our school website on the 'Curriculum' page. ‘How to Guides' for
evidencing tasks can be found here.

All students that complete a task will be rewarded with a R1 from their subject teacher. They also then have
the opportunity to be chosen as 'Best in Subject' at the end of each term and be issued with a R3 and Certificate
of Achievement.


https://sites.google.com/presdales.herts.sch.uk/presdales-super-curriculum/about
https://sites.google.com/presdales.herts.sch.uk/presdales-super-curriculum/how-to-guides

Start of Term
The Spring term starts for all students on Tuesday 7*" January.

Finally, thank you to our parents and carers for your continued support throughout the past term and thank
you to those who have emailed our staff this week to show their gratitude, it is very much appreciated at this
busy time of year. | wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing festive period, and look forward to seeing our

students again in January.

Regards

Mr M Warren
Headteacher



