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Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in GCSE Sociology

Course Aims

Studying Sociology will allow students to begin to look at society and question what is going on around them
in a new way. They will begin to see beneath the surface and some, perhaps many, of their own views and
assumptions will be challenged by what they learn. Sociology raises many guestions, often involving various
forms of inequality which exist between groups. For example Why do some groups of children do better

in education than others? Is Britain a classless society? Who is more likely to go to prison and why? The
department has high expectations of students and endeavours to inspire, motivate and challenge students
throughout its teaching.

Course Outline
Year 12

In Year 12, students explore the role and functions of the education system, including differential
achievement across social groups, teacher-pupil relationships, pupil identities, and the hidden curriculum.
They examine family and household structures, changes in marriage, cohabitation, divorce, childbearing,
gender roles, and UK demographic trends. Research methods cover both quantitative and qualitative
approaches, research design, data sources, and the influences of Positivism, Interpretivism, and ethical
considerations on sociological research. Students also apply these methods specifically to the study of
education.

Year 13

In Year 13, students study media, focusing on ownership and control, the impact of new media, globalisation,
and media representations of social categories. The course also covers crime and deviance, exploring
theories, social distribution of crime, globalisation’s effect on crime, green crime, state crimes, and the role
of the criminal justice system. Finally, students delve into sociological theory, examining Consensus, Conflict,
Structural, and Social Action theories, as well as Modernity and Postmodernity, and engage in debates about
Sociology's scientific status, value neutrality, and its link to social policy.

Resources

AQA A Level Sociology Book One Including AS Level: Book one - Webb, Westergaard, Trobe &
Townend (Napier press)

AQA A Level Sociology: Book 2 - Webb, Westergaard, Trobe & Townend (Napier press)
Sociology for AQA Volume 2: 2nd-Year A Level, 3rd Edition - Browne, Blundell & Law



