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This course equips students with practical and enjoyable lifelong skills that can be applied in the workplace 
or for personal leisure. It aims to improve linguistic fluency and accuracy, guiding students towards mastery 
in communicating ideas and opinions in Russian. Additionally, the course broadens students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the cultural, political, and artistic aspects of Russia and Russian-speaking countries. It also 
fosters a range of transferable skills, including communication, critical thinking, problem-solving, research 
abilities, resilience, and creativity.

•	 Headphones for listening tasks

At A Level, you will advance your Russian language skills by learning more complex phrases and 
vocabulary, allowing you to discuss topical social issues and phenomena in Russian-speaking regions, as 
well as explore cultural and literary themes. The course content provides an in-depth understanding of 
Russian, focusing on several key themes.

The Development of Russian Society

This theme covers the life of Russian youth, education, the world of work, and the media, providing insights 
into the social structure and daily life within Russian society.

The Political and Artistic Culture of the Russian-speaking World

Students explore Russian-speaking cultural landscapes, including popular culture, festivals, celebrations, 
and customs that reflect the region’s rich heritage.

Moscow – Changes in the Life of a Big City

This theme examines the evolving life in Moscow, focusing on population changes, social issues, and 
environmental concerns, highlighting the complexities of urban development in a major city.

The Last Years of the USSR – Gorbachev (1985–1991)

Students study the final years of the USSR under Gorbachev, focusing on key policies such as Perestroika 
and Glasnost, as well as the pivotal events of 1991 that led to significant transformations.

Throughout the course, you will use the ‘Navigator’ materials and various in-house resources to develop 
your listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Topics are taught through films, magazines, and articles, 
and the department organises trips to conferences and workshops when possible. Russian grammar and 
language structure are studied in depth, often through engaging and light-hearted activities.
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