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Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in GCSE Maths + Grade 6 in GCSE English Language and GCSE English
Literature + Grade 5 in GCSE Biology or 5-5 in GCSE Combined Science

Course Aims

Studying psychology at Presdales gives students the opportunity to gain a thorough introduction to the
fascinating study of the human mind and behaviour. The department sees the subject as pivotal in creating
well-balanced and empathetic members of society who will develop a greater understanding of their own
thoughts and behaviour and an appreciation of diversity in society. Students will study both classical and
contemporary research, gaining an appreciation of the scientific research methods used by psychologists
and how our understanding of psychology is applied today. Students will be supported and challenged in
developing a strong skill set: from the rigour of conducting and analysing scientific research including the
use of mathematical functions, to the planning and expression of balanced and reasoned arguments.

Course Outline

The Edexcel Psychology specification offers students the opportunity to gain a thorough introduction to the
fascinating study of the human mind and behaviour. Students will study both classical and contemporary
research, gaining an appreciation of the scientific research methods used by psychologists and how our
understanding of psychology is applied today. Throughout the A level course, students will also develop the
skills to analyse, assess and apply their knowledge to novel situations and research studies.

Year 12:

The topics in Year 1 focus on the areas of psychology that have laid the foundations of modern psychological
understanding. Students look at four main psychological approaches: social, cognitive, biological and
learning theories. The emphasis in Year 1 is on developing a strong understanding of topics, research
methods and acquiring skills in evaluation, analysis and application of knowledge.

Year 13:

Year 2 builds on the knowledge acquired in Year 1, incorporating a higher level of understanding of

psychological skills, research methods and synoptic analysis. Students will also apply their psychological
understanding to the real world, with a focus on Clinical psychology and one other optional topic area.

Resources
EDEXCEL PSYCHOLOGY FOR A LEVEL YEAR 1 & AS - STUDENT BOOK

Scientific calculator



