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The study of politics is about making sense of the UK and the wider world. Our department strongly 
believes in the value of both political literacy and academic rigor. We understand that now, more than ever, 
it is essential that young people understand the political landscape so they can become critically engaged 
members of society. We aim to inspire in Sixth Form students a curiosity and fascination for the real world 
of power, principles and policy; to understand how power is used, abused, amassed and distributed and how 
decisions by those in power affect our lives. 

Our course is designed with the aim of developing students’ ability to think critically, form both political and 
philosophical judgements, and establish a broad set of analytical skills that will enable them to flourish at 
Presdales and beyond.

•	 Pearson Edexcel A Level Politics 2nd edition: UK Government and Politics, Political Ideas and US 
Government and Politics - John Jefferies, Sarra Jenkins, David Tuck 

Component 1 - UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
Democracy and Participation
Political Parties
Electoral Systems
Voting Behaviour and the Media
Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism

Component 2 - UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas
The Constitution
Parliament
The Prime Minister and the Executive
The Relationships Between the Branches
Nationalism or Multiculturalism

Component 3A - Comparative Politics - USA
The US Constitution and Federalism
US Congress
US Presidency
US Supreme Court and Civil Rights
US Democracy and Participation
Comparative Theories

Grade 5 in both GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature

Politics


