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Alongside the practical expertise you’ll develop in your studies, you will also learn transferable skills valued 
in both higher education and the world of work. The analytical and creative problem solving elements of the 
course will support you in a range of subjects. 

Photography also teaches you how to learn from your experiences and work independently. Students are 
required to participate actively in their course of study, recognising and developing their own strengths 
and sustaining their own lines of enquiry. Students are expected to complete independent research, record, 
photograph, experiment, evaluate and modify ideas to extend thinking and inform their own artwork. 

•	 A personal laptop able to support Photoshop

•	 SD Card

The AQA A Level course in Photography lasts two years. It consists of two components: 
 
Component 1 – Personal investigation 60% of total A Level mark. Students conduct a personal investigation 
based on an idea, issue or theme supported by written material. This includes written and practical 
elements. 
 
Component 2 – Externally set assignment 40% of total A Level mark. Students select a starting point from 
eight questions set by AQA and preparatory work will take place between February and May. Students 
undertake 15 hours of unaided/supervised time.

A portfolio of work
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