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The aims of this qualification are to enable students to develop a range of musical skills, including 
performing with understanding of style and expression, and composing through manipulation of ideas and 
musical conventions. Students will make connections between performing, composing, and appraising, 
supported by active listening, and will explore music technologies in creation and presentation. They’ll gain 
an appreciation of diverse musical genres, styles, and traditions, fostering an understanding of musical 
contexts and chronology. Additionally, students will enhance essay-writing abilities, grow as independent, 
critical thinkers, and deepen their appreciation of music’s rich heritage for personal, social, and cultural 
growth.

•	 Access at home to MuseScore4 (free) music score writing software

Listening and Appraising – 40%

Written listening exam covering:

1.	 Development of the Symphony (1750–1900): Haydn’s Symphony No. 104, Mendelssohn’s Italian 
Symphony.

2.	 20th Century Music: Impressionism, Expressionism, Neoclassicism, with Debussy’s Nuages and 
Poulenc’s Trio for Bassoon, Oboe, and Piano.

3.	 Choice of Genre: Jazz (1920–1960), Musical Theatre (from 1950), or Pop and Rock (1960–2000).

Option A – Composition (25%) and Performing (35%)

Performing: Three pieces (10–12 minutes), performed live.

Composition: Two pieces (4–6 minutes) – one free choice, one Western Classical from Eduqas brief.

Option B – Composition (35%) and Performing (25%)

Composition: Three pieces (6–8 minutes) – one free choice, one Western Classical from Eduqas brief, one 
from another area of study.

Performing: Two pieces (6–8 minutes), performed live

Grade 6 in GCSE Music
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