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The Advanced GCE in English Literature aims to enable students to read widely and independently, 
including self-selected texts, while engaging critically and creatively with a substantial body of literature. 
Students develop and apply skills in literary analysis and evaluation, exploring the contexts of texts and 
various interpretations by others. The course encourages independent, sustained study to deepen students’ 
appreciation and understanding of English literature and its evolving traditions.

•	 ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood (Vintage) ISBN 9780099740919

•	 ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley (Scholastic) ISBN 9781407144047

•	 ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ by Tennessee Williams (Penguin) ISBN 9780141190273

•	 ‘Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward Books of Poetry’ by Forward Arts Foundation ISBN 
9780571325405

•	 ‘Hamlet’ (Cambridge School Shakespeare) by William Shakespeare ISBN 9781107615489

•	 ‘Selected Poems’ by Christina Rossetti (Penguin) ISBN 9780140424690

Component 1: Drama

In this component, students study one Shakespeare play, such as Hamlet, and one additional drama, like 
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. They also explore critical essays related to their chosen 
Shakespeare play, supported by Shakespeare: A Critical Anthology – Tragedy. The written examination for 
this component lasts 2 hours and 15 minutes and is open book. 

Component 2: Prose

For this component, students study two prose texts within a selected theme, such as The Handmaid’s 
Tale by Margaret Atwood. At least one of these texts must be pre-1900, for instance, Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley. This component includes a written examination of 1 hour and 15 minutes, also open book, where 
students may bring clean copies of the prose texts.

Component 3: Poetry

Students engage with a selection of specified post-2000 poetry, including the Poems of the Decade, 
alongside works by a named poet from a particular literary period, for example, Christina Rossetti’s Selected 
Poetry. The written examination for this component is 2 hours and 15 minutes, and students can bring clean 
copies of the poetry texts to the open-book exam.

Component 4: Non-examination Assessment

For this assessment, students produce one extended comparative essay that references two texts. These 
texts must differ from those studied in Components 1, 2, and 3, and may be linked by theme, movement, 
author, or period. The chosen texts must be complete works to allow for a thorough comparison.
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