
Year 11 Sociology Bridging work 2023 – Complete all THREE tasks 

"Sociology makes me think about things I wouldn't normally think about and things I 

normally think about I think about in a totally different way"   [Anon.] 

Task 1:– Contemporary Examples                                                             

                    

Sociology is an up to date subject and you will be expected to keep up to date with 

current affairs and apply contemporary examples to topics taught throughout the course.  

● Find TWO  news stories which relate to ANY aspect of Sociology. You can use a 

newspaper article, BBC news website (education/family/crime and deviance sections 

are useful), blogs etc.  

● Think about how your story relates to Sociology. Which topic does it relate to? What 

are the current patterns and trends?  What are the reasons behind the 

problem/change/debate? Do they relate to class, age, gender, ethnicity, power, 

government policy or globalisation? 

● Prepare either a summary PowerPoint slide or poster for each story. It must include 

the news story/date/source and some detailed description with the facts and 

figures, as well as how it might be useful for sociologists. Be prepared to report back 

to the class about these contemporary examples. 

 

Task 2 –Watch at least TWO TED TALKS       

TED is a nonprofit organisation devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, 
powerful talks (18 minutes or less). TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, 
Entertainment and Design converged, and today covers almost all topics — from science to 
business to global issues — in more than 100 languages. 

Below is a link for a list of TED talks relevant to Sociology. Choose TWO  to listen to that interests you 

and write up a summary of its contents discussing the main issues and how it links to Sociology.  

Each summary should be approximately 250 words.   

TED Talks 

TED talks 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqrcnkbxpV7IiCYNOvNnuWVKol2904qha&fbclid=IwAR3XxfBCaR9KItErLivNQtnrzo02MOzKpK41uux2TYhOWcgNy4MrxCDtWbY


Task 3 – Wider Reading/Viewing/Listening 

The Website shown has a wide range of different documentaries and film suggestions:  

Documentaries / SOCIOLOGY SUPPORT | Hectic Teacher Resources 

 

 

                                                                            

Task 3 continued: You need to watch at least one of these 
Documentaries/Films and write up your thoughts on how it relates to 
sociology. Use the notes below as guidance for your write up. It should be at 
least 500 words.  

There are many documentaries available on the internet which will help to supplement your 
studies and give you various applications you can use in your essays. 

It is important that when you are watching these documentaries that you are analysing 
them as well. This can be done using the analysis statements: 

● I noticed….. 

● A question I have is……. 

● I wonder why……. 

● I began to think of….. 

● It seems like……. 

● I can’t really understand….. 

● I’m not sure….. 

● I know the feeling…… 

https://www.hectic-teacher.co.uk/sociology-support/documentaries


● I loved the way….. 

● I realised….. 

● I was surprised…… 

● If I were…… 

● I discovered…….. 

But at A-Level it is also important to find and explain the sociological links in the 
documentary. To do this you should be on the lookout for key concepts such as: 

● Sociological Perspectives and how they are illustrated. 

● Socialisation 

● Norms and Values 

● Subcultures 

● Nature vs Nurture 

● Status and Roles 

● Individualism 

● Structuralism 

● Inequality (CAGES – Class. Age .Gender and Ethnicity) 

You should also be aware of how these documentaries link into specific areas of the 
specification.  

● General Sociology 

● Family 

● Education 

● Crime 

● Mass Media 

 

Email this work to me before your first A level Sociology Lesson in September 

aworthy@presdales.herts.sch.uk 

 

mailto:aworthy@presdales.herts.sch.uk

