
What are ‘county 
lines’ and 
Child Criminal 
Exploitation?
County lines is a term used to 
describe gangs and organised 
criminal networks who bring drugs 
into an area and sell them using 
dedicated mobile phone lines. The 
perpetrators are likely to exploit 
children and vulnerable adults to 
move and store drugs and money 
and they will often use coercion, 
intimidation, violence and weapons. 

Children as young as 12 years old 
can be exploited or used by gangs 
to courier drugs in and out of their 
local area; 15-16 years is the most 
common age range. Both males and 
females are at risk of being exploited. 
Social media is often used to make 
initial contact with children and 
young people. 

Criminal exploitation can be broader 
than just county lines and can 
include children forced to commit 
theft or take part in sexual activity. 
The victim may have been criminally 
exploited even if they appear to be 
taking part consensually.
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Possession of drugs
You may be charged with possessing an illegal substance if 
you’re caught with drugs, whether they’re yours or not.

If you’re under 18, the police are allowed to tell your parent, 
guardian or carer that you’ve been caught with drugs.

Cannabis
Police can issue a warning or an on-the-spot fine of £90 if 
you’re found with cannabis.

Khat
Police can issue a warning or an on-the-spot fine of £60 
on the first 2 times that you’re found with khat. If you’re 
found with khat more than twice, you could get a maximum 
penalty of up to 2 years in prison, an unlimited fine, or both.

Talk to FRANK has help, information and advice about drugs.

Hertfordshire is a very safe place. Overall, 
crime in our area is down from last year.

Welcome to our newsletter from the Herts Police 
Gangs & Schools Team. We are a dedicated team that 
work with local Officers and partners to prevent youth 
related crime. We conduct a range of prevention and 
engagement work to raise awareness of knife crime, 
gang & criminal exploitation to keep you safe.

For more information about the work 
that we do go to @HertsCYP

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.talktofrank.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCandice.Chitolie%40herts.police.uk%7C0072a8c9f041481fa18d08da02120dbd%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C637824574229791999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PRYTnBq8x%2F%2F22jpy6pcaJvw5VyL6qCCbrSIgyfqJaPU%3D&reserved=0


If you need to contact 
the Police please call 
us on 101 or 999 in an 
emergency. You 
can also speak to 
us online and find 
more info at www.
herts.police.uk.

Young people can report 
crime 100% anonymously 
at www.fearless.org

Book your child's place at:
sportinherts.org.uk/booking

All camps
are free!Get your HAPpy Booking Code

from your child's school now, to
access all this and more!

From 4    to 14   April, school aged
children eligible for benefits
related free school meals, can
enjoy free food, free sports and
free craft activities!

HAPpy Camps are back!
this Easter, all over Hertfordshire!

Bookings open on

Monday 14   March
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