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Editorial Forward: 
  

 
The Blackstone Journal is an arts, humanities and social sciences 

journal showcasing the best of student writing from Presdales School. 
The journal is shamelessly cross-curricular and aims to encourage 

thinking and writing beyond rigid subject boundaries. This first issue 
is the product of a huge amount of hard work by the Year 12 editorial 

team and the fantastic writers who have produced articles for the 
journal. Their work is showcased here in what I hope will be the first 

of many issues of the journal. 
 

The journal itself is named for one of Presdales’ most celebrated 
alumni, Baroness Tessa Blackstone. Baroness Blackstone attended 
Ware Grammar School for Girls (later Presdales School) and her 

career in politics and academia has promoted arts, humanities, and 
culture, and championed the role of women in politics. 

 
We would like to commend and voice our thanks for all involved, 

this has been a true collaborative project. 
 

As a collective who have begun this Journal, we are simply students 
who want to bring lesser-known topics into the light. Too often the 
writing of a student is what they are told to do, and not what they 
want to do. This project was born from the passion of like-minded 
individuals attending Presdales School (previously Ware Grammar 
School), individuals who enjoy sharing their passions with a wider 
community. People who voluntarily write academic pieces about 
what they want- not what they are told. These are a few of their 

stories. 
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The Wives of Henry VIII. 
By Myfanwy Harlow 
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Henry VIII is infamous and at least 

part of that is due to his six wives. 

However, beyond the divorced 

beheaded and died rhyme, there is 

very little common knowledge 

about these women. Katherine Parr 

was one of the most highly 

educated women in this period and 

was the first queen to write a book 

and yet she is seen as the saintly 

nurse in Henry’s old age. They have 

been overshadowed in history by 

Henry but finally this is changing. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katherine of Aragon first came to 

England in 1501 to marry Prince 

Arthur, Henry’s older brother. He 

died less than six months after their 

wedding. For the next seven years 

Katherine stayed in England before 

she married Henry, slowly running 

out of money. Henry VII and her 

father King Ferdinand argued over 

who should support her. In 1508 

when Henry VIII came to the throne 

they married and were crowned 

together. Katherine was incredibly 

popular in England. There was 

sympathy for her after the death of 

Arthur and her marriage to Henry 

VIII supported England’s wool trade 

overseas. One of the most 

incredible things Katherine did was 

in 1513, while Henry was fighting in 

France, the Scots invaded and  the 

overseas. One of the most 

incredible things Katherine did was 

in 1513, while Henry was fighting in 

France, the Scots invaded and  the 

English were outnumbered but 

Katherine, while pregnant, 

organized the campaign against 

them and won the battle, killing the 

Scottish king. While married to 

Henry she became pregnant six 

times. Only one child - Mary - 

survived to adulthood. There was 

also a son who died at only 52 days 

old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Boleyn has recently achieved 

almost a celebrity-like status on the 

internet, but like I said earlier in 

Tudor England she was incredibly 

unpopular. In her early life she lived 

in the courts of Austria and France 

as a maid of honour. Modern claims 

that Anne was an early feminist 

might not be that far off. In the 

years Anne was in Europe there was 

a wave of questioning over the roles 

of women. This was in a time of 

female rulers and Anne would have 

spent her formative years there so 

she could be seen as an early 

feminist. In 1522 Anne came back to 

England to join the English court. It 

was during these years that her 

sister became mistress to Henry 

VIII. After their relationship ended 

Katharine of Aragon 

Anne Boleyn 

was during these years that her 

sister became mistress to Henry 

VIII. After their relationship ended 

Mary was cast aside, something 

that  would have been significant to 

Anne as it can be seen as why she 

held Henry off for so long and 

refused to become his mistress, so 

that she would not be cast aside as 

her sister was. In 1525 Henry 

started courting Anne but it would 

not be for another 8 years that they 

would marry. It was in these 8 years 

that Anne became unpopular. A 

popular story is that one day while 

Anne was in Durham House (the 

house Henry had given her in 

London) a mob broke into the 

house, possibly to kill Anne, but she 

was able to escape by barge. We 

cannot know if this were true, as 

during Anne’s climb to power and 

influence, she had made many 

enemies who could easily have 

exaggerated or even made up the 

story. Most contemporary sources 

come from Chapuys, the Imperial 

ambassador who was hostile to 

Anne but incredibly well informed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour is generally seen as 

the quiet and submissive wife. Not 

much is known about Jane’s early 

life, other than that in 1527 she 

went to serve under Katherine of 

Aragon as a maid of honour and 

stayed with her for several years 

Jane Seymour 
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life, other than that in 1527 she 

went to serve under Katherine of 

Aragon as a maid of honour and 

stayed with her for several years 

after Katherine’s fall from grace up 

until 1533 when she went to serve 

Anne as a maid of honour. Jane 

effectively used the same playbook 

as Anne to get Henry to marry her 

by refusing to become his mistress 

but succeeded where Anne failed by 

playing the part of the submissive 

wife. As there are so few letters 

written by Jane it is difficult to know 

whether she was a meek person or 

whether she was just as ambitious 

as her brothers and simply acting. 

The day after Anne was executed 

Jane and Henry were betrothed and 

10 days later, they were married. 

Jane was very religious, as during 

the Pilgrimage of Grace against the 

dissolution of the monasteries Jane 

spoke up in defence of the rebels 

asking Henry to stop the 

dissolution. This shows how strong 

her moral principle was, as even 

though by saying it she was 

effectively siding with the rebels, 

she did it anyway, showing how 

strong her faith was and how brave 

she was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna of Cleves was brought up by 

her staunchly conservative Catholic 

mother in Cleves. She was not 

brought up learning the skills she 

Anne of Cleves 

Anna of Cleves was brought up by 

her staunchly conservative Catholic 

mother in Cleves. She was not 

brought up learning the skills she 

would need at court, such as how to 

dance and sing. This put her at a 

significant disadvantage later when 

she married Henry and came to the 

English court as those skills were 

very important to Henry and it was 

generally expected for all women to 

know them. Contrary to popular 

belief, Henry did not immediately 

dislike Anna for her looks and call 

her a “Flanders mare”; there are no 

contemporary sources for Henry 

saying this. The portrait of Anna 

that was sent to England was an 

accurate portrait, it was just painted 

from her best angle. The more likely 

explanation for Henry’s dislike of 

her is the first impression he got of 

her when they met at Rochester. 

Anna was watching some bull 

baiting on her way to see Henry 

when an old man suddenly barged 

in and tried to kiss her. What Anna 

did not realize as nobody had told 

her was that this old man was 

Henry. He had always been fond of 

dressing up in masques and tricking 

ladies (even though they always 

knew who he was). After their first 

meeting Henry is famous for saying 

“I like her not”, this disastrous first 

meeting is probably the reason why. 

They were only married for six 

months before the marriage was 

annulled on the grounds of a pre 

contract between Anna and the 

Duke of Lorraine. After the 

annulment Anna was given a 

generous settlement and ordered 

contract between Anna and the 

Duke of Lorraine. After the 

annulment Anna was given a 

generous settlement and ordered 

that her wedding ring be sent back 

and broken into pieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not much is known about the early 

life of Katherine Howard, but her 

father was constantly gambling 

away and losing his money, so she 

grew up poor in the eyes of the 

Tudor nobility. She moved to her 

grandmother’s household in 1531 

when she might have been 11. It is 

difficult to know the exact year she 

was born. Her grandmother - the 

Dowager Duchess of Norfolk - ran a 

kind of finishing school for young 

ladies in her family to prepare them 

for life at court. While she was here, 

she had an affair with her music 

teacher, Henry Manox. She was 

only 13 when it started and around 

18 when it ended. The door to the 

room she shared with all the other 

young ladies in the house was 

meant to be locked  every night, but 

several men of the house knew 

where the keys were kept. Today 

we would call her an abused child. 

She had another affair with Francis 

Dereham in around 1538/9. 

Katherine later left her 

grandmother’s in 1539 to serve as a 

maid of honour under Anna of 

Cleves. Soon after Henry and Anna 

Katharine Howard 
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Katherine later left her 

grandmother’s in 1539 to serve as a 

maid of honour under Anna of 

Cleves. Soon after Henry and Anna 

married, he started courting 

Katherine, and they married on the 

28th of July 1540 just 16 days after 

his marriage to Anna was annulled. 

Soon after they were married 

Thomas Culpeper started courting 

Katherine. Thomas had previously 

been accused of raping a park 

keepers’ wife. Unlike Anne, 

Katherine did “commit” adultery, 

but you have to consider her 

childhood; throughout her life she 

had been manipulated by the men 

around her and given Culpeper’s 

history he may not have given 

Katherine that much of a choice 

when they began their affair. 

Katherine was arrested on the 2nd 

of November 1541 and executed on 

the 13th of February 1542. The 

image of Katherine that is given by 

sources is that she was an innocent 

child; she was very different from 

Henry’s other wives in that respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katherine Parr was Henry’s final and 

most intelligent wife. Katherine was 

married at 14 to the 63-year-old 

Lord Borough, and he died a few 

years later in 1528. 2 years later 

when she was 18, she married Lord 

Latimer. Katherine was an 

incredibly intelligent woman, and 

Katharine Parr 

years later in 1528. 2 years later 

when she was 18, she married Lord 

Latimer. Katherine was an 

incredibly intelligent woman, and 

very religious. Lord Latimer died in 

March 1543, which was when 

Thomas Seymour, brother to Jane 

Seymour, and Henry started 

courting her. Katherine, like most 

other women, did not want to be a 

queen given Henry’s history and she 

was attracted to Thomas Seymour. 

Henry, after seeing that Katherine 

was not noticing him, had Seymour 

sent away on a diplomatic mission 

abroad, leaving Henry free to court 

Katherine. Katherine was not given 

that much of a choice and married 

Henry in July 1543. Katherine would 

go on to publish a book as queen, 

Prayers and Meditations and start 

to write a second, Lamentations of 

a Sinner which was published after 

Henry’s death. One of the most 

incredible things about Katherine 

though was the way she succeeded 

where her predecessors failed in 

retaining the king’s favour. 

Katherine would often argue about 

religion with Henry, until one night 

when it went too far, and Henry 

snapped at her. This was used by 

her enemies to persuade Henry to 

investigate if she was a heretic. 

Henry signed her arrest warrant, 

but it was dropped and found by a 

servant loyal to Katherine. When 

she went to Henry that night, she 

begged for his forgiveness saying 

that she only argued with him to 

distract him from the pain in his leg 

and so that she might better profit 

from his wisdom. This was a 

that she only argued with him to 

distract him from the pain in his leg 

and so that she might better profit 

from his wisdom. This was a 

masterstroke on her part as Henry 

still loved Katherine and he forgave 

her. By finding the warrant, 

Katherine had been able to save 

herself. After Henry’s death in 1547, 

Katherine was well provided for and 

moved to her house in Chelsea. She 

married Thomas Seymour soon 

afterwards. Later Elizabeth and 

Lady Jane Grey joined her 

household. Their already brilliant 

education was continued here, and 

Katherine set the fashion for 

educating daughters just as well as 

sons. Katherine became pregnant in 

December of 1547 but died after 

giving birth to a baby girl in 

September 1548. 

 

Each of Henry’s wives were so much 

more than they are in the divorced 

beheaded and died rhyme, and 

their actions and what they did, did 

not exist in a vacuum. In the Tudor 

court a person nearly always had 

enemies who would want to bring 

them down. Some like Katherine 

Parr succeeded in saving herself 

from her enemies, others like Anne 

Boleyn did not, but they are all now 

known as the wives of Henry VIII 

despite their own considerable 

achievements. 

 

Edited By Lorna Ferguson 
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“Save Money, Live Better”. 
More like “Save Money, 

Pay Lesser”. 
By Amélie Wisniewska-Sadok  
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“Save Money. Live Better”. We have 

all probably heard this slogan during 

the advert break. The promise of 

cheaper products to help us live a 

better life. It’s rather ironic that 

Asda might just be doing the same 

when it comes to paying its 

employees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asda distribution staff are paid 

between £1.50-3.00 an hour more 

than their shop-floor workers. 

These warehouse employees are 

also mostly male, whilst the store 

workers are mainly women. This led 

to an equal pay dispute in an 

employment tribunal in 2016, 

supported by the GMB trade union, 

which decided that Asda store 

workers were entitled to compare 

themselves to distribution staff. The 

Court of Appeal judges upheld this 

in 2019, dismissing Asda’s appeal 

against the employment tribunal’s 

decision. Asda Stores Ltd v Brierley 

was taken to the Supreme Court in 

July of 2020, which yet again upheld 

the decision, enabling employment 

tribunal action to decide "equal 

value" claims. A judgment was given 

on 26th March 2021 by Lady Arden 

and agreed on by other judges, 

which concluded that they would 

dismiss the appeal. The claim could 

lead to about £500 million of 

compensation to lower paid 

employees for Asda. 

 

lead to about £500 million of 

compensation to lower paid 

employees for Asda. 

 

 

 

 

 

Asda stated, "This ruling relates to 

one stage of a complex case that is 

likely to take several years to reach 

a conclusion.” Whilst the fight for 

equal pay is nowhere near its end, 

this one case is still a great step 

forward. If similar cases against the 

top supermarkets in the UK return 

the same result, then current and 

former retail staff may be entitled 

to up to £10 billion in combined 

back pay. This would affect 584,000 

current workers and an unknown 

number of former workers at all the 

major supermarkets and perhaps, 

as a result, even reshape this aspect 

of gender parity in the entire retail 

industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yet no one can say for sure how long 

it will take for women to reach 

economic equality, let alone full 

equality to men. Whilst on the 

surface it seems as though we are 

given equal opportunities, women 

are held back by the metaphorical 

glass ceiling, preventing them from 

being promoted to higher level 

positions, in Asda and other 

companies around the world. 

glass ceiling, preventing them from 

being promoted to higher level 

positions, in Asda and other 

companies around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edited By Lorna Ferguson 

IF YOU ENJOYED 

THIS ARTICLE 

WHY NOT TRY: 

Commercial Law and What 

it entails: 
https://www.law.ac.uk/employabil

ity/legal-practice-

areas/commercial-law/ 

 

 

 

 

 

How the Crown Courts 

Work: 
https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-

the-judiciary/going-to-

court/crown-court/ 

 

 

 

https://www.law.ac.uk/employability/legal-practice-areas/commercial-law/
https://www.law.ac.uk/employability/legal-practice-areas/commercial-law/
https://www.law.ac.uk/employability/legal-practice-areas/commercial-law/
https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-judiciary/going-to-court/crown-court/
https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-judiciary/going-to-court/crown-court/
https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-judiciary/going-to-court/crown-court/
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Anxiety & English 
Education. 

By Wunzouya Abass 
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Exams. Coursework. Homework. 

The holy trinity of anxiety-causes 

for those in English education. 

Students these days are under an 

enormous amount of stress, which 

begs the question: Why? . We live in 

a country with the 6th largest 

economy in the world and yet we 

can’t seem to educate our youth 

without causing a serious strain on 

their mental health and social lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2013, education secretary, 

Michael Gove, made several 

changes to the examination 

structure by changing the grading 

system from the classic A*-U, to 9-

1s.This was to distinguish between 

the top achievers and the mediocre, 

and whilst made it easier to get a 

low pass (4), put more pressure on 

teenagers to perform excellently. 

He also made changes by taking 

away modular course structures in 

GCSE qualifications thus putting 

more pressure on the final exams. 

The Coalition government of 2010 

also shifted the educational focus to 

be on maths, science, English, and 

humanities, as these were seen as 

the essential knowledge that 

students would need for their lives. 

These changes may seem 

inconsequential; however, they 

create the mindset that some 

These changes may seem 

inconsequential; however, they 

create the mindset that some 

subjects, career paths and lives are 

better than others, which means 

those who are born to follow a 

more creative medium where 

maths, science and English aren’t 

necessarily a focus, are put at a 

major disadvantage. Many children 

feel discouraged by this new 

education system, as they don’t feel 

they can engage with it and since 

the competition in the new exam 

system is so intense, then to give up 

on education altogether.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, there are likely multiple 

factors contributing to this 

transition, such as, the UK’s 2012 

PISA (Programme for International 

Student Assessment) ratings. This 

measures and ranks 15-year-olds’ 

reading, mathematics and scientific 

knowledge. By 2018, the UK had 

risen to the 14th place for reading 

(which was just 23 in 2012), 

however, the survey found that 

students in England were on 

average, “Less satisfied with their 

lives” and were more likely to feel 

“miserable and worried”. Is a 

government-recognised rise in 

ranking worth the sacrifice of 

student mental well-being? 

government-recognised rise in 

ranking worth the sacrifice of 

student mental well-being?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2017, suicide was the most 

common cause of death for boys 

and girls between the ages of 5 and 

19 and the government has shown 

no sign of intending to address this 

statistic given that the 2019 

Conservative manifesto made no 

mentions to an increase of funds for 

teenage mental health. It is 

currently estimated that less than 

1% of the total NHS budget is spent 

on children and young people’s 

mental health services which comes 

as a shock because it was one of the 

major reasons the government 

delayed closing schools to fight the 

pandemic.  

 

 

Further research shows that around 

75% of young people experiencing 

mental health problems are not 

able to access the help they need at 

an early stage due to funding cuts of 

about £500 million (since 2013) 

from the Early Intervention Grant. 

With adequate funding, the Early 

Intervention Grant could support a 

range of services for young people 

and their families with programs 

such as 

 

 

Michael Gove- Former Minister for 
Education 

Student 
Suicide Rates 

in UK 
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such as targeted mental health 

support in schools as well as for 

families with various problems. 

 

 

I believe that there are things that 

can be done to improve the mental 

health and well-being of students in 

this nation.  This would include a 

higher budget for the NHS, 

especially their mental health 

departments, more funding to the 

education sector (in order to train 

teachers and employing more 

mental health care professionals in 

schools), and To reform our 

curriculum in a way that minimises 

“one-track” thinking and maximises 

educational successes (in all 

subjects) alongside mental well-

being. 

 

 

 

 

 

We can see it is evident that many 

policies implemented by the 

government in the last 10 years are 

in urgent need of reform. COVID-19 

has played a key role in exposing 

these areas and following the GCSE 

and A level results scandal of 2020, 

the uncertainty surrounding 

examination processes highlights 

how little our Conservative 

government is prepared to do to 

prioritise young people’s mental 

states. 

Edited By Charlie-Lee Hopkins 

IF YOU ENJOYED 

THIS ARTICLE 

WHY NOT TRY: 

Education policy and 

mental weakness: a 

response to a mental health 

crisis: 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/

abs/10.1080/02680939.2018.14452

93 

 

 

 

 

 

National Service 

Framework for Mental 

Health: 
https://assets.publishing.service.go

v.uk/government/uploads/system/

uploads/attachment_data/file/198

051/National_Service_Framework_

for_Mental_Health.pdf 

 

 

 

If you feel as though you need help with your mental 

health below are a list of places you can go to get help. 

It is important that you remember you are not alone, as 

this article has demonstrated. 

• Mind.org 

 

• Place2be 

 

• Time to Talk 

 

• Together: Mental 

Wellbeing 

 

• Mental Health 

Foundation 

 

• Rethink 

 

• Young Minds 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02680939.2018.1445293
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02680939.2018.1445293
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02680939.2018.1445293
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/198051/National_Service_Framework_for_Mental_Health.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/198051/National_Service_Framework_for_Mental_Health.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/198051/National_Service_Framework_for_Mental_Health.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/198051/National_Service_Framework_for_Mental_Health.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/198051/National_Service_Framework_for_Mental_Health.pdf
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.timetotalkuk.org.uk/
https://www.together-uk.org/
https://www.together-uk.org/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
https://www.rethink.org/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
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Witold Pilecki: The teachings 
of a man who sought to learn. 

By Oyin Adewale 
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 The nature of Witold Pilecki’s life 

brings to question whether it was 

only blood that coursed through his 

veins, or if notions of respect, 

obligation and leadership formed 

some deeper part of his anatomy. 

On 19th September 1940, Pilecki 

allowed members of the 

Schutzstaffel to take him from the 

flat of his sister-in-law into a street 

roundup of civilians in Warsaw [1]. 

This group of Poles was to arrive at 

KL Auschwitz, a concentration camp 

in German-occupied Oświęcim. 

Pilecki was Chief of Staff of the 

Tajna Armia Polska (TAP), an 

underground resistance group 

formed to liberate Poland from its 

Nazi-occupiers. Limited but 

harrowing information about 

Auschwitz had reached TAP, and 

Pilecki volunteered to enter the 

camp and gather intelligence about 

the treatment of Poles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One could traverse the course of 

Pilecki’s entire life through his acts 

of patriotism. His family fostered a 

love for Poland within Pilecki from 

his infancy, with his mother reading 

patriotic poetry and works by 

important Polish revolutionaries to 

her children. It was this ardent love 

for Poland that would motivate 

Pilecki to enter Auschwitz. The idea 

that Poles were suffering in 

German-occupied Poland spurred 

for Poland that would motivate 

Pilecki to enter Auschwitz. The idea 

that Poles were suffering in 

German-occupied Poland spurred 

Pilecki to abandon his own liberty in 

the hope of alleviating Polish 

suffering. However, patriotism 

alone is not a sufficient explanation 

of Pilecki’s motivation. It must be 

considered why his patriotism did 

not encourage something similar to 

the murderous nationalism of the 

Nazis, but instead caused Pilecki to 

risk his own life. Witold Pilecki was 

a devout Catholic and had great 

respect for life of all forms. The 

goodness of Pilecki’s character 

meant that his patriotism resulted 

in actions which sanctified life, 

rather than destroyed it. He felt that 

it would be incompatible to hold the 

views which he did and not enter 

Auschwitz. In his report on his time 

in the camp, Pilecki describes 

escape as “settling for a much lesser 

cause”. To present his own freedom 

as inferior to incarceration reflects 

the strength of these motivators to 

Pilecki. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was no time to acclimatise to 

Auschwitz. Dogs were set on men 

whilst men beat men with bats. Yet, 

within days of Pilecki’s arrival at 

Auschwitz, he had laid the 

foundations for what would 

become the difference between life 

and death for many inmates. 

Auschwitz, he had laid the 

foundations for what would 

become the difference between life 

and death for many inmates.  

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing together five men, Pilecki 

formed the Związek Organizacji 

Wojskowej (ZOW). The ZOW was a 

secret military organisation within 

Auschwitz, consisting of groups 

named ‘fives’. Pilecki hoped the 

ZOW would boost morale by 

keeping inmates informed of 

current affairs, providing food and 

undergarments, and relaying the 

events within the camp to the 

outside world. Pilecki's most 

important aim was to prepare the 

ZOW to gain control of the camp, 

with outside organisations 

providing weapons or troops. The 

significance of these actions and 

plans is that they should have been 

impossible. The nature of the camp 

was such that men could only live 

for six weeks, if they were not 

murdered sooner. Survival was 

precarious, let alone resistance. 

However, the camp became an 

unexpected source of motivation 

for Pilecki. For every violation of 

decency in Auschwitz, there were 

witnesses. Babies’ heads were not 

only smashed against walls, but 

they were done so in front of 

inmates [2]. Severed body parts 

piled in wheelbarrows formed the 

backdrop of the lives of thousands. 

In witnessing the degradation of 

Witold Pilecki in 
TAP uniform. 
(Colourised) 

Witold Pilecki in his Auschwitz 
inmate uniform. 

Z.O.W Commemorative Polish Coin 
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inmates [2]. Severed body parts 

piled in wheelbarrows formed the 

backdrop of the lives of thousands. 

In witnessing the degradation of 

Polish life which he so esteemed, 

Pilecki was surrounded by constant 

motivation to bolster the ZOW. The 

depravity of Auschwitz lit a fervency 

within Pilecki, that he might counter 

its effects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every inmate had to work in order 

to produce products beneficial to 

the Third Reich, or as a form of 

torture. Pilecki procured work as an 

Ofensetzer, or stove fitter, despite 

having no previous experience in 

this craft. His eagerness to do such 

work was due to the opportunity to 

work indoors. In buildings there was 

shelter from the weather, which 

was regularly used as a method of 

murder in itself. Despite there being 

no real source of joy in the camp, 

individuals could take pride in their 

own development, demonstrating 

tenacity as they willed themselves 

to competency. The proceedings at 

Auschwitz were an attack on 

humanity inherent within all 

totalitarian systems. Inmates were 

dehumanised by a system that 

referred to them as numbers, and 

true free will was stolen from them 

on the day they were rounded up. 

There is some solace to be found in 

Auschwitz Sleeping Arrangements 

referred to them as numbers, and 

true free will was stolen from them 

on the day they were rounded up. 

There is some solace to be found in 

Pilecki’s carpentry skills, as they 

show he refused to lose his desire to 

live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auschwitz was, however, so base 

that it reduced the workings on 

‘earth’ to mere trivialities. Pilecki 

and other inmates came to loathe 

hierarchy and abandoned the use of 

titles, given their sheer irrelevance 

within Auschwitz. But Auschwitz 

failed to influence other aspects of 

identity.  Many inmates rejected 

their families’ pleas to sign the 

Volksliste, the German People List, 

with hearty joy. Officially, it 

signified the abandonment of their 

Polish identity and an uptake of 

Germanic culture, for limited 

concessions. To Poles, it was an act 

of treason, and they were 

uncompromising in their wish to 

remain Polish. Such bold characters 

were common, but not universal. 

Pilecki describes inmates as at times 

displaying "crowd psychology”, and 

that the intelligentsia were 

“downright inept as far as everyday 

skills go”. When evaluating the 

character of inmates, it must be 

Pilecki Hand 
Crafting a 
Chair Leg 

that the intelligentsia were 

“downright inept as far as everyday 

skills go”. When evaluating the 

character of inmates, it must be 

remembered that the purpose of 

Auschwitz was not to reveal 

character, but to extinguish life.  

Pilecki’s description of inmates is 

fascinating as it reflects his high 

standards for the patriotic Pole. 

However, if a person’s response to 

Auschwitz is non-conducive to their 

survival, this cannot be used as 

evidence for any deficiency in 

character. Auschwitz is not a place 

of justice; therefore, inmates 

cannot be condemned. Witold 

Pilecki underwent extraordinary 

tasks, but those that stayed 

huddled in groups, or clung to their 

titles were in no way inferior.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under Pilecki’s skilful guidance, the 

ZOW flourished into an organisation 

that sustained the life and 

personhood of Poles. The 

organisation was greatly supported 

by the Krankenbau and 

Arbeitsdienst. This presented itself 

in various ways, such as assistance 

to feign, or cure illness. The ZOW 

even created a broadcasting station 

[3]. In preparation for the intended 

seizure of Auschwitz, Pilecki 

organised commanders for the 

‘fives’ and even conceived two 

variations of his plan, depending on 

whether inmates were put to work 

Witold Pilecki post- Auschwitz 
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  organised commanders for the 

‘fives’ and even conceived two 

variations of his plan, depending on 

whether inmates were put to work 

that day. The progress made 

independently makes the ZOW’s 

inability to take over Auschwitz 

more poignant. Only one air raid 

occurred on the camp, and it had no 

effect on the freedom of Poles. 

However, the ZOW was able to 

orchestrate a vaccination 

programme against typhus, a 

destabilising disease that was 

synonymous with death in 

Auschwitz. The anti-typhus vaccine 

helped many Auschwitz prisoners 

survive, even if the Allies had denied 

them the opportunity to escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The juxtapositions which Pilecki is 

exposed to are dizzying. He 

contrasts the site of people ambling 

among flowers to inmates being led 

into gas chambers. The clothes 

which warmed him belonged to 

murdered Jews. “Where does the 

truth lie, then?” asks Pilecki. 

“There? Or here?” Pilecki has 

experienced two environments 

which are so different that neither 

can exist as truth. On his escape on 

27th April, after almost two and a 

half years in Auschwitz, Pilecki and 

his colleagues are helped by various 

civilians, and consequently proclaim 

Rudolf Weigl- Creating the 
Anti-Typhus Vaccine 

27th April, after almost two and a 

half years in Auschwitz, Pilecki and 

his colleagues are helped by various 

civilians, and consequently proclaim 

that there is good in the world. 

What he does not declare is 

whether the world is good, or if 

Auschwitz has made it impossible 

for him to come to this conclusion. 

 

Pilecki had escaped from death and 

into peril. During his imprisonment 

Poland remained occupied by Nazi 

Germany, and also had to contend 

with the threat of Soviet invasion. In 

spite of all he had faced, Pilecki 

refused to take a stance of passivity. 

He fought in the Warsaw Uprising in 

1944, which attempted to attack 

the Germans as they were 

retreating, but before the Red Army 

advanced. This plan was spoiled by 

both armies moving at unexpected 

points. By October, the Germans 

regain control over Warsaw and 

used the Uprising as a pretence to 

burn down the city. As punishment 

for his involvement in the Uprising, 

Pilecki was sent to Murnau, a 

German Prisoner of War camp, 

where he earned the nickname 

‘Daddy’ from younger inmates. 

Despite this being Pilecki’s second 

experience of incarceration, his 

benevolence remained. 

 

 

 

 

Pilecki is freed in early 1945 when 

the camp is liberated by American 

soldiers, and leaves Poland for Italy, 

the location of the Second Polish 

Murnau P.O.W Camp 

Pilecki is freed in early 1945 when 

the camp is liberated by American 

soldiers, and leaves Poland for Italy, 

the location of the Second Polish 

Corps. Here Pilecki writes a 

complete recount of his experience 

of Auschwitz, entitled ‘Witold’s 

Report’. Each pen stroke was born 

of a sobering motivation. Pilecki 

intended to return to Poland and 

knew he may die there. On the 8th 

of December, Pilecki returned 

under the name Roman Jezierski, 

entering a country now under 

Communist occupation. Pilecki did 

not involve himself with any direct 

attempt to overthrow Communism, 

and instead collected intelligence 

on the Communists’ abuse of 

justice. Pilecki was told by a 

colleague that the Soviets had 

discovered his true identity and 

wished to arrest him but chose to 

continue his task. After Poland was 

declared a Communist People’s 

Republic, Witold Pilecki was 

captured by officers of the Stalinist 

Ministry of Public Security. 

 

 

 

 

 

For ten months, Pilecki was tortured 

barbarically, but he revealed no 

sensitive information. In his show 

trial, Pilecki remarked to his family 

that Auschwitz had been ‘igraszka’, 

kid’s play, in comparison to the 

torture of the Soviets. Pilecki’s trial 

began on 3rd March 1948, under 

the accusation that he had colluded 

with foreign imperialism (namely 

Roman 
Jezierski 

fake papers. 
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torture of the Soviets. Pilecki’s trial 

began on 3rd March 1948, under 

the accusation that he had colluded 

with foreign imperialism (namely 

the Polish government-in-exile). 

Pilecki did not deny this, but instead 

sought to present his work as valid, 

he was bound to allegiance to the 

army by his oath of ‘God, Honour, 

Fatherland’. Ultimately, the trial 

was performative, to present some 

degree of logic to the Soviet desire 

to murder those who posed 

resistance to their regime. Witold 

Pilecki was sentenced to death on 

15th March. He died on the 25th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The racial supremacy that Pilecki 

fought against has not been 

extinguished. Today, in the Xinjiang 

region of China, Uyghur Muslims 

are being held in internment camps 

by the Chinese government. Female 

inmates are subject to sterilisations, 

similar to the pseudo-scientific 

attempts in Auschwitz. The beatings 

which Polish inmates sustained are 

also felt by prisoners in China’s 

internment camps. Whilst mass 

murder is not thought to occur 

within the internment camps, 

officials use indoctrination to 

achieve the same goals as in Nazi 

Germany - the eradication of a 

people group. Pilecki did not write 

his report for posterity. It was 

70th Anniversary 
Celebration for Captain 

Witold Pilecki 

achieve the same goals as in Nazi 

Germany - the eradication of a 

people group. Pilecki did not write 

his report for posterity. It was 

written specifically for the Allies, so 

that they might liberate Poles from 

Nazi oppression. Its resonance with 

current affairs was unintended and 

reflects our grave inability to learn 

from our global history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Witold Pilecki, was a kind, patriotic 

egalitarian who lived through two 

totalitarian regimes, and we can 

gain much from his story. However, 

that is not all that he calls us to do. 

Pilecki closed his report on 

Auschwitz by asking his readers to 

“look around at people and start the 

battle against falsity, hypocrisy”. 

We cannot commemorate past 

atrocities whilst inciting new ones 

or being silent as they emerge. 

Political eras are not defined by the 

deaths of leaders, but by how long 

their values persist. Witold Pilecki 

calls for us to create a history of 

totalitarianism, by no longer 

subscribing to its ideas. 

 

 

 

Edited By Anthe Beston 

Uyghur Muslims with a Chinese 
“re-education” Camp 
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This article took me a long time to 

write. That may be because I 

underestimated the time it would  

take, but it’s probably because of 

my distracted nature and tendency 

to want to explore every  possibility. 

However, this article is still written 

and is (hopefully) good quality. My 

point is: we can  be good at 

something, but still not find it easy. 

Or, we can be good at something, 

but only in a  certain context. 

Humans are complicated. Humans 

have passions and talents, and 

humans have  flaws. We look to 

media to see ourselves 

represented; humans represented. 

When I look at media,  I want to be 

able to relate to characters, and I 

can only relate to characters that 

have a little  similarity to myself. I 

can relate to their joys or wants, but 

mostly, I can relate to their 

struggles and  flaws.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the action/adventure/fantasy 

genre, women have been 

represented. However, they started 

as  being delegated to damsels in 

distress, or love interests. Now, on 

the other hand, women are  

receiving larger and larger roles. 

This is great! Yet, at the same time, 

I have witnessed the growth  of the 

seemingly perfect woman. Take the 

2018 film, Captain Marvel. This was 

Marvel’s first  female lead 

I have witnessed the growth  of the 

seemingly perfect woman. Take the 

2018 film, Captain Marvel. This was 

the Marvel Cinematic Universe’s 

first  female lead superhero film. 

Captain Marvel was meant to be a 

role model for young girls who  

wanted to see themselves 

represented. And we need films like 

this, but we need them done well.  

The character of Carol Danvers was 

extremely powerful, batting away 

enemies with ease, even  from the 

start of the film. She was also 

socially adept, falling into a 

different planet (Earth) but  being 

able to find her feet and 

communicate easily and 

confidently. The problem was that 

she  wasn’t presented as having any 

major flaws. The only part of her 

that could be viewed negatively,  

her abrasive personality and 

impulsivity, was only ever shown in 

a positive light, never taken too  far 

to show the issues with such traits 

in some situations. And this is a 

perfect example why  invincible 

characters are weak, and flawed 

characters are strong. She didn’t 

seem human or  relatable. She was 

a character enjoyed, but then 

forgotten about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cinderella struggled. She couldn’t 

get to the ball on her own or escape 

her abusive situation  without help. 

She tried her very hardest to finish 

Cinderella struggled. She couldn’t 

get to the ball on her own or escape 

her abusive situation  without help. 

She tried her very hardest to finish 

her chores, make her dress and go 

to the ball,  but even still, she failed. 

She needed her Fairy Godmother, 

and that’s ok. If we tell little girls 

that  the only way to be strong is to 

never accept help and to always get 

up again, then we are going to  

create far more problems than we 

solve. Though the 1950 Disney film 

may not be the most  progressive 

and feminist out there, the 

character of Cinderella herself 

wasn’t the passive hero that  many 

make her out to be. She was 

compassionate and kind even in 

situations of hardship, took  her 

chance to escape her situation and 

she also defied her stepmother at 

multiple points:  attending the ball 

behind her back, trying on the shoe 

that would fit, as well as rescuing 

and  caring for mice. She accepted 

help and I think that is the greatest 

message that the film tells.  

Everyone has strengths and 

weaknesses, and you don’t have to 

be perfect. Perfection kills  diversity.   

I want to see role models of women 

who are strong, who can fight and 

hold their own, but also  have flaws. 

I would love, a thousand times 

more, a heroine who knew how to 

make deadly  poisons and yet could 

barely hold a conversation with 

anyone but her cat, than a heroine 

who  could shoot with complete 

accuracy and sword fight and scale 

walls and was drop dead  gorgeous 

Captain 
Marvel (2018) 
Movie Poster-

MCU. 
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who  could shoot with complete 

accuracy and sword fight and scale 

walls and was drop dead  gorgeous 

and extremely charismatic. I’m 

exaggerating, but if I do see a 

character like this, I  wonder, why? 

Did she have secret assassin training 

all throughout her childhood? And if 

so, that’s  interesting. But then I 

wonder, does she not have trauma 

from leading a life of crime? But 

most of  the time these characters 

just are this way because they are. 

They have talents that they don’t  

seem to have to work for. Instead, I 

like deep characters. Deep 

characters who have to push past  

their own limitations and work for 

every inch of ground that they gain. 

I like them because I can  relate to 

them, because they reflect real 

people. And real people are messy 

and full of  contradictions!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So next time you consume some 

type of media, whether reading, 

watching, or listening, I  challenge 

you to think. And if you do create 

media of your own, or want to in the 

future, I  challenge you to do. Take 

action against 2D characters, 

especially 2D women that are 

created in  the name of strength and 

feminism. Because when characters 

who are meant to be role models  

never make mistakes, this teaches 

created in  the name of strength and 

feminism. Because when characters 

who are meant to be role models  

never make mistakes, this teaches 

shame, but when characters have 

flaws and can still be strong,  this 

teaches understanding. And that’s 

what media should do: help us to 

understand each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So let the women represented be 

strong and let the women 

represented be weak. Let the 

women  represented be real. 
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The nature of literature is 

constantly evolving. Every new 

piece published can alter our 

perception of reality all through the 

formation of words and phrases. It’s 

a vital crutch of society that allows 

authors to express their opinion, 

criticise their surroundings and help 

influence people towards a higher 

plane of understanding. However, 

here is where the flaw of literature 

emerges. It’s such a powerful force 

that its influence over how people 

feel, think, and behave is immense 

and can potentially lead to 

devastating consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

A particular negative force 

literature bears over the head of 

society is biased propaganda. It can 

create parasites in the mind that 

can corrupt and destroy lives from 

the inside out. In particular, one 

piece of literature that swayed a 

nation to flagitious acts was Mein 

Kampf (My Struggle) published 

originally in 1925 by Adolf Hitler. 

After the Treaty of Versailles 

reprimanded Germany for its role in 

World War 1 in 1919, they lost 

territory, and, after fighting an 

enormous war, the economy was 

crumbling so German moral was 

low. Hitler used his time in jail, after 

being imprisoned for his 

cooperation in the Munich Putsch in 

which he tried to overthrow the 

government in Bavaria, to write the 

cooperation in the Munich Putsch. 

which he tried to overthrow the 

government in Bavaria, to write the 

autobiography -come- manifesto 

and impart his ultra-nationalistic 

views to the rest of the country. It 

soon became a required reading in 

Germany and was gifted as a state 

wedding gift to newlywed couples 

with over 12 million copies 

originally published. A main reason 

for its popularity is that it depicted 

Germany as a country, once full of 

greatness, diminished and 

victimised by the Allied forces as 

well as promoting hope and 

promising a better tomorrow for 

the German population. Hitler used 

his book giving the impression that, 

should he be voted into power by 

the Germans, he would be the one 

to rebuild the nation for the better. 

It recently sparked controversy 

again in 2016 when the copyright 

law expired. The Institute of 

Contemporary History released an 

annotated version of the book in 

January which sold out within hours 

on Amazon’s German site and had 

sold over 85,000 copies by January 

2017, becoming a best seller on Der 

Spiegel, one of the five most 

popular German news sites. It 

demonstrates clearly the power one 

book can hold over one nation as 

well as the whole world as many 

publishers were fearful of an 

uprising in the Nazi movement even 

in current times. Alternatively, 

literature can be used to promote 

positive propaganda. Even though 

the modern-day interpretation 

literature can be used to promote 

positive propaganda. Even though 

the modern-day interpretation 

incites the ideas of propaganda 

being a terrifying manipulation of 

the public, often invoking thoughts 

of Nazi propaganda, propaganda is 

the information used to promote a 

political point of view, although it’s 

often bias or misleading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Orwell’s 1949 dystopian 

novel, 1984, uses propaganda to 

demonstrate his fears on the spread 

of communism and the increasing 

control the government had over 

people’s lives. He creates a 

totalitarian government that is 

meant to criticise the methods of 

Hitler and Stalin, who he thought to 

be strikingly similar, even though 

their political ideas were on 

completely opposite ends of the 

spectrum. The Two Minute Hate, in 

which the people of Oceania have 

to express hatred towards the 

enemies of state, specifically 

Goldstein, the face of rebellion in 

the novel, upon an enormous 

screen, is thought to be based on 

Hitler’s constant condemnation of 

the Jewish people, likening 

Goldstein to Hitler’s view of the 

Jews as the thing stopping him and 

his government achieving ‘peace’. 

Similarly, Winston, the 

Mein Kampf- 
Hitler’s 

Autobiography. 
(My Struggle) 
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Jews as the thing stopping him and 

his government achieving ‘peace’. 

Similarly, Winston, the 

protagonist’s, job of writing people 

out of Big Brother’s speeches if the 

government consider them to no 

longer exist which draws parallels 

from Stalin’s removal of Trotsky 

from pictures with him and other 

leaders. As well as conveying his 

own political messages through the 

book, Orwell uses propaganda 

within the novel in methods such as 

the telescreens and the Two Minute 

Hate to, ironically, reprimand the 

use of propaganda in the real world. 

Having been published in 1949 to an 

audience who were very aware of 

Hitler and Stalin’s regimes, the book 

was well-received and reminded 

the people that uprisings like this 

should be avoided at all costs, 

something we can still learn from 

today.   

 

 

 

 

However, it’s not just the meaning 

interpreted from literature that can 

be so damaging. Overtime, a 

bookish personality has come to 

light in which a person becomes 

obsessed with reading and 

studying. Obviously, this can be 

viewed as a good thing – the passion 

felt when reading and studying 

would be a driving force in being 

successful in school and learning, an 

essential tool that propels a student 

into their future, however, there is 

a double-edged sword with this 

developing demeanour. I know 

George Orwell’s 
1984 

an essential tool that propels a 

student into their future, however, 

there is a double-edged sword with 

this developing demeanour. We all 

know how easily someone can 

become absorbed into a fantasy 

world constructed by authors and 

how disappointing reality can seem 

in comparison. Haven’t we all 

dreamed of riding around on a 

broom, waving magic wands and 

learning to brew potions? It’s 

alarming how people can become 

obsessed with one book series and 

how manufactured it can become. 

In total, the Harry Potter franchise 

has generated $25 billion in 

revenue since 1997 with $8.5 billion 

at the box office, $7.7 billion in 

books and $9.3 billion from toy and 

DVD sales, all from seven books. It 

highlights how desperate people 

are to escape this world for 

another. Literature can transport us 

to foreign places real and fictional, 

it can help us learn. I know from 

GCSE how much can be learned 

from a single book. It’s fascinating 

to be able to understand the 

structure of society hundreds of 

years ago, what was accepted and 

what was seen as outrageous – who 

knew an ankle could be so 

scandalous? However, it’s not only 

from longer books that we can 

learn. From a young age, children 

are given books like Biff, Chip and 

Kipper to further their ability to 

read and write which are absolutely 

essential fundamental life skills. In a 

study on 1,890 identical twins, 

researchers found that children 

who started reading from a younger 

essential,  fundamental life skills. In 

a study on 1,890 identical twins, 

researchers found that children 

who started reading from a younger 

age had better scores on verbal and 

non-verbal tests, had higher IQ test 

results and pattern finding abilities 

(Ritchie, 2014). What makes a study 

like this so reliable is that 

extraneous variables like genetics, 

socioeconomic background and the 

environment can be controlled 

between participants. This shows 

that exposure to literature from a 

young age can lead to a more 

intelligent individual who is able to 

improve the society around them.   

 

 

 

 

As you can see, literature can be a 

treacherous weapon. It’s a tool to 

sway the mind of the public towards 

the ideas of the author. It persuades 

the masses that everything is not 

always as perfect as it seems. 

However, it’s still vital to have in 

society. The conflicting views we 

can see in the books we read are 

what make the world the place it is 

today. If we all believed the same 

things, read the same books, and 

interpreted the meanings the same 

we would all be identical human 

clones. Literature is a power that 

can be abused but, overall, is a force 

for good. 

Edited By Kaiya Clarkson 

J.K.Rowling’s 
Harry Potter 

Series. 
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  During World War II, women were 

responsible for managing the home, 

but they were also on the home 

front. Government figures show the 

impact the war had on women’s 

employment. From 5.1 million (26% 

of all women of the working age) in 

1939 to over 7.25 million (36%) in 

1943. On the right there is a photo 

of the Monument to the Women of 

World War II in London, dedicated 

to all the women who fought for our 

country and the cause of freedom. 

As men went off to fight, women 

took over the jobs they left behind 

to help the war effort. Some of the 

work women did was in factories 

producing munitions, building ships 

or aeroplanes, driving fire engines 

or trains or like Hermyntje 

Barendse, worked in the WAAF.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WAAF (the Women’s Auxiliary 

Air Force) was established in 1939 

and had enlisted 180,000 women at 

its peak in 1939. They hired women 

for parachute packing and the 

crewing of barrage balloons in 

addition to catering, plotting maps, 

aircraft maintenance and 

communications. Hermyntje 

maintained the barrage balloons 

that surrounded every city and 

factory during the air raids to 

protect them from German dive 

Volunteer group in the WAAF. 

maintained the barrage balloons 

that surrounded every city and 

factory during the air raids to 

protect them from German dive 

bombers. A barrage balloon is a 

large, unmanned balloon, similar to 

a blimp, which defends the ground 

against air attacks. They were 

tethered to the land with steel 

cables which the Germans had to 

avoid flying into, making an attack 

more difficult. The use of barrage 

balloons led to Germany 

discontinuing the use of dive 

bombing against the UK because of 

how dangerous it was. Hermyntje 

joined the WAAF in 1941, she had 

moved to England several years 

earlier from Holland to work as an 

au pair so stayed there to help with 

the war. She was 33 when she 

joined the WAAF for basic training. 

After 3 months of basic training she 

was made a corporal as one of the 

oldest women there and was 

stationed in Liverpool. There were 

about 40 balloons over a town and 

around 25 over factories. They lived 

in Nissen huts and had to cook for 

themselves. There were 12 in a 

group, 2 on watch duty, 2 were 

cooking, 2 were off duty and the 

other 6 work tending to the 

balloons. Hermyntje couldn’t see 

her family as they were living in 

Holland under German occupation. 

So with her 9 days off every 3 

months she would meet up with 

good friends she had met in and out 

of the WAAF, who were later 

witnesses at her wedding. 

Hermyntje travelled around staying 

at YWCA’s (Young Women’s 

of the WAAF, who were later 

witnesses at her wedding. 

Hermyntje travelled around staying 

at YWCA’s (Young Women’s 

Christian Association) around the 

country which was how she saw a 

lot of England and Scotland. During 

World War II, she met her husband 

who was a Dutch merchant seaman 

working on a ship which had 

decided not to return to the 

Netherlands while it was under 

German occupation. They moved 

back to Holland after the war. 

Hermyntje was my great 

grandmother and always remained 

very fond of the UK and her time 

there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edited By Lily Woodward 

YWCA Promotional Poster. 

Dutch 
Flag. 
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Gender Disparity in the Music 
Industry- 20 years on. 

By Hannah Twigg 
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The music industry is one of the 

biggest industries in time. In 2019 

the music industry amounted to 

21.5 billion U.S dollars revenue. 

Over the past 20 years it’s grown 

even bigger than before, but is this 

bigger better? Or is it still 

patriarchal? 

 

Twenty years ago, Britney Spears 

was 19. She had been in the creative 

industries since a young child.  

On the old American TV show Star 

Search, Britney Spears made a 

performance at only 10 years old. 

After her performance, Ed 

McMahon, the middle-aged tv 

presenter, tells Britney she has 

pretty eyes and asks if he can be her 

boyfriend. She responds 

uncomfortably with “It depends.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interviews later on in her life, still 

only a teenager however, asked 

Britney questions about her breasts 

by a British male interviewer, 

“Everyone’s talking about it”, 

“Well… your breasts.” She politely 

smiled at him but sat in horrified 

silence. In the documentary one of 

the commentators, who had 

worked with big boy bands noted 

not one member was ever 

scrutinised. If anything, men in the 

industry are praised for taking off 

their shirts, whereas women are 

portrayed as bad role models, and 

are attached with negative words, 

Britney Spears in Concert. 

industry are praised for taking off 

their shirts, whereas women are 

portrayed as bad role models, and 

are attached with negative words, 

such as ‘whore’ if dancing in a 

sensual way or wearing less 

clothing. Kendel Ehrlich (the wife of 

Maryland’s former governor, 

Robert Ehrlich) said “Really if I had 

the opportunity to shoot Britney 

Spears, I think I would.” Because she 

saw Britney as a poor role model for 

her children because of her ‘sexual’ 

image. Britney responds to this 

saying “Oh that’s horrible” and 

defending herself, explaining she is 

not anyone’s child’s “babysitter”. 

However, the interviewer, Sawyer, 

who introduced Britney to Kendel’s 

statement, tries to put herself in 

Kendel’s shoes, defending her 

point, “because of the example to 

kids,” Sawyer says. This perfectly 

demonstrates the  misogyny that 

singers faced in the early 2000s and 

late nineties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Similarly, Lady Gaga shows a unique 

characterisation in her recently 

revealed sexual assault. At just 19 

years old, Lady Gaga was sexually 

assaulted by a music producer (who 

has been left anonymous). She 

didn’t tell anybody perosnally for 7 

years because she believed, “ I 

thought that I had brought it upon 

myself” (NY times talk).  

Britney Spears, moments after being 
told “they needed to talk about her 

breasts” in a Dutch interview. 

didn’t tell anybody personally for 7 

years because she believed, “ I 

thought that I had brought it upon 

myself” (NY times talk). Lady Gaga 

thought because of the way she 

dressed and the way she presented 

herself was the reason for her being 

harassed by a man in the music 

industry. 20 years on, in 2020, Lady 

Gaga has recently opened up to the 

public about this traumatic attack. 

Unfortunately, some have taken 

this as a tactic to garner attention 

for her upcoming album- 

Chromatica. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaga stated recently (2020), that 

her album ‘Chromatica’ helped her 

“free” herself from the trauma (The 

album released in 2020). Her song 

‘Free Woman’ is about the shame 

associated with being a survivor of 

sexual assault. Gaga says she no 

longer will describe herself as a 

‘survivor’ or a victim of sexual 

assault, she says “I am just a person 

who is free” that has gone through 

something tough but come out 

stronger. 

 

 

 

 

Continuing to look more recently; 7 

years ago (2013) Robin Thicke 

released a music video to the song 

“Blurred lines”.  

Lady Gaga, gets matching 
tattoos with assault survivors. 

Lady Gaga’s 
Chromatica 

(2020) Album 
Cover. 
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Continuing to look more recently; 7 

years ago (2013) Robin Thicke 

released a music video to the song 

“Blurred lines”.  This music video is 

a 4 minute 30 second video of 

women dressed in plastic and tiny 

pieces of clothing, dancing around 

to the lyrics “I know you want it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Today, in 2021, Robin Thicke states 

that “you won’t see me making any 

videos like that ever again.” He 

seems to have recognized the 

objectification of women in the 

video, which in my opinion 

represents how women are viewed 

by society. It is a negative portrayal. 
However, over the past 7 years 

Thicke has obviously adapted to 

new thinking, hopefully respecting 

women more in general and not 

using them for a music video in a 

sensual way to advertise his song. 

 

A positive in the music industry 

today is social media and a rise in 

feminism in society, which allows 

female singers to speak up about 

the gender discrimination in the 

industry and are taken into serious 

account. 

• For example, feminist Ariana 

Grande spoke in an interview for 

Billboard (in 2018) about the 

underrepresentation of women in 

A screenshot from Thicke’s 
2013 Music Video. 

For example: 

- Feminist Ariana Grande spoke in 

an interview for Billboard (in 2018) 

about the underrepresentation of 

women in the charts. “I would just 

love to see a chart with as many 

women on top as men.”  

 

-Ariana’s song ‘God is a woman’ 

celebrates all women in society. 

 

-We have women supporting 

women. When the #freeKesha was 

trending on twitter because Kesha 

had lost a court case to a male 

producer in Sony who was said to 

have sexually assaulted her, other 

female famous singers, such as 

Ariana Grande, Lady Gaga, Taylor 

Swift and the non-binary singer 

Demi Lovato etc. all re-tweeted the 

hashtag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kesha battled a lawsuit against her 

producer Dr Luke, at Sony Records, 

claiming he sexually abused her 

since she was 18.  Dr Luke produced 

the famous songs ‘Girlfriend’ Avril 

Lavigne, ‘I kissed a girl’ Katy Perry 

and ‘Since U been gone’ Kelly 

Clarkson. She has also filed a lawsuit 

against Sony. Questions were asked 

if they knew what was going on? 

Even the Judge in the court case 

sided with Dr Luke and was 

recorded as saying, “You’re asking 

Pictured above is Kesha 
during the court case. 

if they knew what was going on? 

 

Even the Judge in the court case 

sided with Dr Luke and was 

recorded as saying, “You’re asking 

the court to decimate a contract 

that was heavily negotiated and 

typical of the music industry.” The 

statement is perceived that even a 

judge is suggesting that’s how the 

music industry works, she is in 

favour of money and business. On 

behalf of the singer Twitter has 

been outraged, with artists like Lady 

Gaga, Demi Lovato and more all 

supported Kesha tweeting about 

her situation. Even Kelly Clarkson, 

who worked with Dr Luke to 

produce her song “Since U Been 

Gone”, has tweeted stating her 

dislike of the producer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst, attitudes has been 

improving in the last 20 years, it is 

not enough. There is still not 

enough representation of women in 

the media. Especially when recent 

figures show: 

 

> Only 21.7% of artists who released 

the top 700 songs since 2012 were 

female 

Kelly Clarkson’s Tweet on Dr Luke. 
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Female. (Forbes, 2019) 

 

> Just 14.4% of 2019’s leading 

songwriters were female. (The 

Guardian,2019)  

 

> A mere 2.6% of producers were 

women in 2019 (The Guardian, 

2019) 

 

> Women only account for 10.4% of 

the total Grammy nominees for the 

most popular categories. (Society of 

Sand, 2020) 

 

This all begs the question- has the 

gender disparity in the music 

industry closed 20 years on? I 

believe that sexual inequality 

including such serious issues as 

sexual assault was a lot less spoken 

about, and clearly, based on the 

examples above, women have been 

treated appallingly to the extent of 

abuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Today one of the positives of social 

media is that people feel in a 

community and can speak to people 

who relate to them and their 

situation. Social media also allows 

female artists to be more vocal 

about the underrepresentation of 

women in the music industry, such 

Grammy Nominations from the 
200s- with a Separate Category for 
Men and only 1 female nominee. 

situation. Social media also allows 

female artists to be more vocal 

about the underrepresentation of 

women in the music industry, such 

as Ariana Grande, who released her 

song ‘God is a woman’ in 2018, 

showing love to women.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, do all men support this 

view of women in society, or does it 

make them feel inferior the idea 

that women are being compared to 

God?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistics show the industry is still 

managed by men and is still very 

much patriarchal 20 years on, with 

just 2.6% of women being music 

producers and in all areas of the 

music industry women are vastly 

underrepresented. It’s clear that 

over the past 20 years there has 

been little change and I believe this 

God is a Woman, 
promotional art. 

Statistics demonstrating the gender bias- 
84% stating they have been treated 
differently based on their gender. 

music industry women are vastly 

underrepresented. It’s clear that 

over the past 20 years there has 

been little change and I believe this 

accounts for a much larger issue 

today; the issue being how women 

are viewed by society in general, 

and the music industry inflames this 

objectification of women. The 

music industry needs to be held 

accountable for their actions. It is a 

collective group, when one is not 

treated to what they deserve, both 

in the goof, and in the bad, they all 

suffer. Action is urgently needed, 

and a better effort is crucial to 

remove the gender disparity. It is 

unrealistic to expect change 

without first championing and 

supporting those who have suffered 

from it. We can all do our part; the 

first step is creating the safe space 

for artists to create and share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edited by Maria Baldrick 

Grammy Nominations 2020- with 
better representation of Women 

and People of Colour. 
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The Reading Room, is a physical room within Presdales School that used to represent a place to 

learn, have fun, and acted as a safe space for many who attended Presdales. Unfortunately, it 

was recently repurposed to be a classroom due to the need for more classrooms. As such, we 

have named this section of the Journal after it. In this section, we continue with this ethos of 

having a safe space to create and share, here we share our opinions and recommendations on 

literature, film, theatre, TV, art, exhibitions- anything that we think others should enjoy! 

“Girl, Woman, Other” covers the 

stories of many women, most 

forgotten by society. At some 

point all of their paths converge. 

It is a book full of harsh truths 

and brutally realistic lives. It is 

written in manner that uses no 

punctuation; so you can’t help 

but continue reading their 

gripping stories. Rated: 4 /5 

“Maus” the first Graphic Novel 

to ever receive a Pulitzer. It 

covers the author’s father’s 

story as a Polish Jew and 

Holocaust Survivor. It is not for 

every audience, with some 

quite questionable 

postmodernism techniques to 

represent the different 

ethnicities- e.g. Poles as Pigs. Rated:4. 5 /5 

“Dear Martin” is an honest 

slap in the face. It mixes 

letters, 3rd person dialogue, 

and script-like structure as 

Justyce (protagonist) deals 

with growing up black in 

America. They do this by 

‘conversing’ with Martin 

Luther King Jr. It is loosely 

based on a real-life story. 
Rated: 5 /5 

“After the Fire” is thrilling and 

mind-bending all at once. This 

young adult fiction tells the 

story of a Religious Cult, and the 

teenagers who aim to bring it to 

the ground. It hooks a reader  

instantly and provides an almost 

psychological thriller journey as 

you feel part of the effort to 

destroy the cult & Father John. 
Rated: 4.5  /5 

       Literature: 
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Billie Eilish & the Relevance of Your Power   
“It’s an open letter to people who take advantage—

mostly men,” 
By Stephanie Roberts 
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  What is Your Power About?                                                                                      

Billie Eilish's single "Your Power," from her 

forthcoming album Happier Than Ever, was 

released last week, and the song's subject matter 

has sparked some interesting and extremely 

pertinent conversation. Eilish tackles individuals 

who misuse power dynamics in underage 

relationships on the track. According to Vogue, the 

subject of the song is a composite character, but 

that’s not what Eilish wants the audience to solely 

focus on. 

 

Why is it Relevant?   

The single "Your Power" is defiantly silent. Eilish's 

steady address to an abuser who has taken 

advantage of a minor, alleging ignorance of her age, 

and relying on privilege to defend him, is supported 

by an acoustic guitar. She sings, "She said you were 

her hero." “You did your best, but you ruined her in 

a year, don’t act like it was difficult.”. This is such a 

pivotal topic that desperately needs to be 

discussed, and is extremely apt to our age group as 

this is our formative years, where for some of us the 

time where we experiment with relationships & 

sexuality etc. And for those of us in the older years 

e.g., year 11 & Sixth Form we are starting to date 

individuals older than us potentially above 16/18 

which comes with risks as discussed in the song. Not 

only this but the subject of “ignorance of age” has 

been at the forefront of the news especially that of 

social media platforms such as TikTok & YouTube. 

For example, the allegations against James Charles 

for sexual misconduct against multiple minors; 

leading to the resurfacing of varying allegations 

against multiple Youtubers, TikTokers etc. 

becoming quite disheartening. Billie also said, "It's 

an open letter to people who take advantage of 

women, mostly men." Now this is unfortunately too 

true in today's society, as less than 2 months ago the 

news was dominated by the disappearance and 

subsequently tragic death of Sarah Everard. For her 

murder Wanye Couzens (a policeman!) has been 

true today, as less than 2 months ago the news was 

dominated by the disappearance and subsequently 

tragic death of Sarah Everard. For her murder 

Wayne Cousens (a policeman!) has been arrested 

and subsequently charged & is now appearing in 

court and will continue to do so! Now although he 

has not be officially prosecuted for her murder it is 

chilling to think that a Policeman, a positioned that 

is associated with trust & safety, now may be 

responsible for the exact thing they are trained & 

designated to prevent; is making us question who 

we should trust and revealing how anyone can be 

the abuser and anyone can be the abused as stated 

by Billie - “It's all over the place. I do not know one 

girl or woman who has not had a weird experience, 

or a really bad experience. And men, too – young 

boys are taken advantage of constantly.”  

 

Now I do not want to be depressing nor 

disheartening, as when we all come together it can 

be powerful and great change can happen but for 

change to occur these subjects no matter how 

alarming or uncomfortable, they may be, must be 

discussed. I think this ultimately is Billie Eilish’s aim 

for these topics to be discussed, in a positive and 

healthy way in which those who have suffered this 

abuse, like myself can be given a voice and are no 

longer made to feel embarrassed or humiliated for 

something they had no control over. Now for 

anyone reading this who has unfortunately 

experienced what has been discussed take this as a 

message of one hope and two reassurances that no 

matter what it was never your fault.  

 

Why You Should Listen to It!  

Okay, so I am not saying you must listen to this nor 

look at Billie’s interview with vogue, but I will say 

why not? You may consider yourself a passive 

audience member; someone who will mindlessly 

watch a film or read a magazine and let it wash into 

our brains without actually thinking about it. 

However, as I have been learning in media a writer 
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  audience member: someone who will mindlessly 

watch a film or read a magazine and let it wash into 

our brains without thinking about it. However, as I 

have been learning in media a writer by the name of 

Clay Shirky believes this passive audience no longer 

exists & we all are active audiences in ways you 

would not even think such as a simple like, 

comment or share and I am inclined to agree. I think 

even if Billie Eilish is not your favourite artist or her 

music is not the kind of thing you listen to, I think it 

is worth having a quick listen or read! You do not 

even need to listen to all the track to get what she 

is implying. Now to conclude this review I hope you 

can take away the message of empowerment & 

positive defiance that I hopefully have been able to 

portray within this review and that we can use this 

to not let us forget what is going on in society. 

 

Edited by Maria Baldrick 

To explore this further, why not 

check out: 

https://www.vogue.co.uk/news/ar

ticle/billie-eilish-vogue-interview 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fzeWc3zh01g 

 

“It’s A Sin!” follows the semi-

true stories of five queer, of 

different ethnicities colour, and 

HIV activists. It is set in 1970s-

1980s London, England. It brings 

out every colour of emotions 

and finally shows the truth of 

the harsh and brutal treatment 

that gay men faced during the 

AIDS pandemic.  Rated: 5/5 

“I May Destroy You” follows 

the true story  of Michaela 

Coel- a young, black woman 

who is coming to terms with 

being drugged and raped. It 

doesn’t pull any punches, and 

sadly it is a very good 

representation of stories that 

resonate with so many young 

women.  
Rated: 4. 5 /5 

“The Nevers” is story of a 

collection of people who are 

‘touched’ with mysterious 

supernatural powers after a 

strange event. It is based in an 

alternative  Victorian Era 

London with lots of sci-

fi/steampunk elements. It 

combats misogyny and racism 

while interwoven into drama. Rated: 4 /5 

       Television: 

https://www.vogue.co.uk/news/article/billie-eilish-vogue-interview
https://www.vogue.co.uk/news/article/billie-eilish-vogue-interview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzeWc3zh01g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzeWc3zh01g
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A Review of Prodigal Son 
By Arianne Constance 
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  Over lockdown, like many of us, I was introduced to 

a new TV show by a friend. This show is Prodigal son 

created by Chris Fedak & Sam Sklaver. The show 

follows Malcolm Bright (played by Tom Payne) a 

former FBI profiler now working for the Major 

Crimes unit at the NYPD under lieutenant Gil Arroyo 

(Lou Diamond Phillips). Malcom’s ability to look at 

crimes from the perspective of the perpetrator 

makes him an incredibly useful asset to the team. 

Malcolm also works with detectives JT Tarmel 

(Frank Harts) and Dani Powell (Aurora Perrineau) 

and develops close relationships with the two.  

 

Over recent years crime media has become much 

more popular and there are so many crimes shows 

nowadays all appearing to follow the same format. 

While that may have worked for a time it is now 

boring and over-used. Prodigal Son, however, does 

not follow this structure at all. Not only is the 

protagonist severely mentally ill due to his father 

being an infamous serial killer; The Surgeon 

(Michael Sheen), but he also has a myriad of other 

personal issues that influence his behavior. 

Malcolm is clearly an incredibly intelligent man but 

to what cost?  

 

Prodigal Son gripped me from the first episode. I am 

not one to binge a show, but I got through this one 

as if my life depended on it. In the first season there 

are 20 episodes all with a run time of approximately 

40-45 minutes. Despite this, it feels as though it is 

not enough. By the end of the first episode, I had 

already figured out which characters I loved and 

which I did not. My bias for Michael Sheen meant 

that I had mixed feelings about his character Martin 

Whitley, but I soon realized my bias was not the only 

thing that made me have a love-hate relationship 

with this character.   

 

 

This TV show deals with lots of complex issues and 

does it incredibly well, in a sensitive but upfront 

This TV show deals with lots of complex issues and 

does it incredibly well, in a sensitive but upfront 

way. The show has been renewed for a second 

season which started a month ago. I would highly 

recommend this series but there are some content 

warnings that come with it. There are themes of 

violence, murder, and quite a bit of profanity. 

Always do research into trigger warnings if you feel 

you need to, and this could be needed for this 

series. Despite that, if crime is your thing, I cannot 

recommend this anymore. The casting is perfect, 

the cinematography is incredible, and the writing is 

amazing. I am obsessed with this show and would 

recommend it to anyone who loves this kind of 

thing. 

Edited by Arianne Constance 

 Film: 
“Greenland” is a film that lulls 

you into a false sense of security 

before it throws you into a 2-

hour heart-attack. It follows an 

American family of three as they 

try to escape a world ending 

event. The problem (besides the 

meteor) is getting their Type 1 

Diabetic son on the evacuation 

plane with them.  Rated: 5 /5 

“The Old Guard” is the film 

adaptation of the comic books 

of the same name. It is a tale of 

a group of immortal warriors, 

who can actually die at any 

given moment. But chose to 

help humanity with their skills 

honed over millennia. It begins 

with a trap and ends of a cliff-

hanger- ready for part two.  Rated: 4. 5 /5 
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Why “The Blackstone Journal”? 
  

After learning some more history about our 

own school we decided we wanted to name our 

Journal after an accomplished student who 

previously attended the Presdales or Ware 

Grammar School. We chose Baroness 

Blackstone who has achieved many things in 

her long career- a few great milestones are 

outlined below. We have also contacted her 

and received her blessing to honour her with 

this Journal. 

Some of Her Achievements: 
• Lecturer at the LSE and Professor of Educational Administration at the University of London Institute 

of Education. 

• Deputy Education Officer of the Inner London Education Authority. 

• Policy adviser in the Cabinet Office. 

•  As part of her role as a member of Jim Callaghan's Downing Street thinktank, she upset the Foreign 

Office by criticizing diplomats' lavish lifestyles. 

• She headed Birkbeck College, University of London, for a decade as Master. 

•  Research fellowships at the Centre for Studies in Public Policy and the Policy Studies Institute.  

• Vice-Chancellor of the University of Greenwich. 

• Chairman of the ballet board of the Royal Opera House, the Fabian Society, and the Institute for 

Public Policy Research (IPPR) and has sat on the governing bodies of numerous other organisations.  

• She has been on the Board of Trustees of The Architecture Foundation. She is currently Chairman of 

the British Library and Chairman of Great Ormond Street hospital. 

• Labour life peer and sits in the House of Lords. 

• Blackstone was Minister for Education at the Department of Education from 1997 to 2001 then Minister for 

the Arts at the Department of Culture, Media, and Sport 2001–2003.  

• She signed The Bologna Declaration of 19 June 1999. 

• Blackstone, along with 54 other public figures, signed an open letter published in The Guardian, stating their 

opposition to Pope Benedict XVI's state visit to the UK. 

• Patron of Humanists UK. 
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The Editorial Team:  
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Anthe: 
I have a wide variety of interests in 
lots of different subjects within 
social sciences and humanities. I 
also love the many cultures on my 
planet and picking apart different 
philosophies. I personally believe 
that these subjects are undervalued 
and pillars to the society. 

 

 

Maria: 
I like all things music, shows, 
photo shoots, and films. The A-
levels I currently study are Media, 
Drama, and History. I am 
interested in the representation 
across media and the whole 
creative industry. 

 

 
 

Taigen: 
As a student of the arts, I am very 
creative & love giving people a 
platform to express themselves. I 
also think it is important to make 
people aware of the issues within 
fast fashion/the sustainability of it. I 
take a large interest in most 
things/subjects & also have a 
podcast (The Mystery Of Life). 

 

Kaiya: 
Hi, I am Kaiya, I am relatively new 
at Presdales. The subjects I take 
are English Lit, Biology, and 
Psychology. Some of my main 
interests are reading current and 
classic literature, watching 
documentaries, and doing art. :) 

 
 

 

Arianne: 
I am a very passionate about 
educating people within the topics 
that I love. I want to try and make 
the world a better place in all and 
any ways I can. I think this Journal 
and my role in it, will be a good 
place to start. 

 
 

 

Lexie: 
I will be covering a range of topics 
related to sociology including social 
problems and the workings of wider 
society. I am excited to be an editor 
and to give people the chance to 
comment and shine light onto 
pressing subjects. 

 

 

Lorna: 
I enjoy the history in general 
including history of literature and 
politics. I think it is interesting to see 
what impact past events have had 
on the way things are today, and I'm 
really looking forward to reading 
what people have written about it! 

 

 

Lily: 
I wanted to become an editor for this 
Journal as I believe that it is a great 
opportunity to give people a platform 
to write about what they are 
passionate about. I also believe it is a 
readily accessible method for 
expanding our own knowledge and 
the knowledge of others, through the 
passions of our friends and peers. 

 
 
 

 

Charlie: 
My name is Charlie-Lee, and I will be 
covering the social science and 
psychology aspects of the Journal as 
it is my area of particular interest. I 
was drawn to be an editor of the 
Journal because I love writing and 
learning about a variety of topics 
and I am very excited to read all 
Journal submissions! 

 

 
 

Dr Ellis: 
Dr Ellis has been instrumental in 
organizing this as an opportunity 
within school. He has helped us 
carve out an entire new way to 
share our thoughts. None of this 
would have been possible without 
him, and we will be sad to see him 
leave us next year. 
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Want more information, or to apply for the next issue? 
 

Head over to our Google Site to get the latest, issues, updates, 
article ideas, and more! 

 
https://sites.google.com/presdales.herts.sch.uk/theblackstonejournal/home?authuser=1 

 

Designed and Edited by Anthe 

and Taigen. 

https://sites.google.com/presdales.herts.sch.uk/theblackstonejournal/home?authuser=1

