
Presdales History 
studying the past  

to understand the present  
and change the world 

GCSE History 

   
Anita Roddick, founder of The Body Shop, Diane Abbott, MP, and Lauryn Hill,  
singer, all studied History. So did Sacha Baron Cohen and Louis Theroux.  

         

@PresdalesHist 

Don’t end 
up like Tony 
Blair… who 

wishes he 
had studied 

History! 



What will I study?  

History is the study of human experience. The Presdales GCSE course builds on 
what you have learned in years 7-9, strengthening your understanding of key 
themes and developments up to the present day.  

Thematic study and historic environment: Medicine in Britain c.1250-present 
with The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatment and 
the trenches 

• Why did it take so long for germs to be discovered and 
understood? 

• How much changed in medicine and health between the 
Black Death and the Plague?  

• How fast did science improve medicine after 1500?  
• Was war good or bad for medical treatment and surgery?  

You will study changes in medical treatments through time, and 
the role of key individuals, and other factors, in developing new 
scientific knowledge and treatments. You will particularly study 
medical treatment during the First World War.  

This course will give you an insight into scientific, social and cultural developments right up 
to the present day, and the links between war, government, science and everyday life. It 
builds on your existing knowledge of the everyday lives of rich and poor in Britain at 
different periods.  

British depth study: Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 

• Did Elizabeth overcome the challenges of female rule? 
• How did England and its relationship with the wider world 
change in this period? 

You will study how Elizabeth I overcame the challenges she 
faced as a ruling queen of a divided nation. She survived 
plots by her cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots, rebellions, and an 

attempted invasion by the Spanish Armada. England itself changed during her 
reign, and Elizabethans made new connections to the wider world. 

This course will give you an insight into the historical origins of modern politics, society and 
government in Britain today, and of the role and position of women in history. It builds on 
your existing knowledge of kings and queens and the Tudor period.  



Modern depth study: Germany, 1918-39  

• Did democracy make Germany great again in the 1920s?  
• Why were more people voting for the Nazis after 1929?  
• Why did the Nazis gain power in Germany in 1933 (but not 

before)?  
• Did anyone benefit from Nazi rule?  

You will study political changes in Germany after the 
First World War, and why Hitler and the Nazis were 
able to gain power and establish a dictatorship. You 
will study the effects of Nazi rule on the people of 
Germany, including women, young people and 
minorities, and whether anyone benefitted from 
Hitler’s rule.  

This course will help you to understand how extreme political parties and ideas are able to 
gain support, even in modern democracies. This will inform your understanding of current 
political situations. It will build on your knowledge of the First and Second World Wars.  

 

Period study: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1943-1991 

• Who or what ruined the prospects of world 
peace after 1945? 

• Was America really interested in helping 
Europe? 

• Was Stalin motivated by greed or fear?  
• When did the world come closest to WW3?  

You will study the world after the Second World War, including what happened 
to Germany, the role of the USA, and how close the world came to World War 
Three and a nuclear war.  

This course will give you an insight into events in the world today, such as the relationship 
between Russia and the USA, and the role of the USA in Afghanistan and elsewhere. It will 
build on what you learn about the 20th century in Year 9.   



I was just wondering…  

Do I have to learn lots of dates and stuff? 

Yes, some. Just like in Years 7, 8 and 9, you need to know the story of what 

happened, sometimes in some detail. Dates are helpful for getting the story in 

the right order and for picking out important turning points. It’s like learning 

key facts in Science, or vocabulary in Languages, or case study examples in 

Geography, or quotes in RE.  

Do I have to write lots of essays?  

Some of the answers you write will be short essays, but most of the exam 

questions you have to answer are shorter: a paragraph or two. Whether it is a 

long or a short answer, the most important thing is answering the question, 

including evidence and explaining your answer.  

Haven’t I heard that somewhere before?  

We hope so! The skills you need at GCSE in History are all the ones you have 

already been learning and practising in Years 7, 8 and 9. We will continue to 

practise them in Years 10 and 11, but you already know how to write good 

answers in History, and that is the key to success in the GCSE exam.  

Are there any trips?  

Yes. There is a 4-day residential trip to Berlin in Year 10. We visit important 

places relating to Hitler and the Nazis, such as Sachsenhausen Concentration 

Camp, the Olympic Stadium and the Holocaust Memorial, and places relating 

to the Cold War, such as the Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie. Berlin is an 

amazing city to visit, and we get a chance to explore the modern city as well 

as its history.  

Who will teach me? 

We can’t promise you a particular teacher: any of the Year 9 History teachers 

is likely to teach a GCSE class next year, and they are all lovely!  


