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Dear Parent/Carer 

Thank you for taking the time to complete BYOD survey, we had nearly 800 responses across years 7-12.  

97% of you said that you either had a device or would be willing to purchase a device for use in school. This is an 

overwhelmingly positive response, so we will now start to investigate this further and put forward more detailed 

plans soon. This will include how we can support those families who would like to purchase a device but may not 

have the means to do so at this time. Other common questions raised included the size of device, insurance, 

where they would be kept, safety, should students all have the same device and information about lease plans. 

We will address all of these in our planning. 

Textiles competition 

Well done to Olivia Baldwin in Year 9, for submitting an entry into the Young Fashion Designers UK competition. 

Her work looks incredible. She clearly captured the styles from the 1930's and carried out an incredible amount 

of research. Olivia has been mentioned on the Young Fashion Designers main page as submitting ‘highly 

commended’ work for the 11-14 South of England entrants. Well done Olivia and thank you to Mrs Finch for 

encouraging Olivia to enter.  

This is the link to their homepage http://www.youngfashiondesigneruk.com/ 

Olivia’s work can be seen on our Celebrating Work page. 

Diversify your Reading 

Miss Turner from the English Department has put together a list which offers recommendations of books (fiction 

and non-fiction) all united by the theme of diversity in some way. You can access this list by clicking on this link or 

it can be found on the English page of our website. 

 

Year 9 Google Meet timetable 

Year 9 parents should have received a live lesson “Google Meet” timetable sent by email. We will ensure that all 

students in Years 7-9 have had a Google Meet in their core subjects (Maths, English, and Science) before the end 

of term. Your child’s teachers will inform the class when the session is on, so please encourage them to attend. 

 

Year 12 in school lessons 

We are looking forward to welcoming the Year 12s into school on Monday for their face to face lessons. I refer 

you my letter that I sent out on the 22nd June which is available on the website:  

https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/coronavirus/ 

Please remind your son/daughter to note the start time of their lessons as they do vary, with some lessons starting 

at 9.00am and others at 9.30am. This is to avoid too many students entering and leaving the site at the same time. 

All lessons will last for three hours, with a short break in the middle.

http://www.youngfashiondesigneruk.com/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/celebrating-work-26th-june-2020/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Diverse-Reading-List-PDF.pdf
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/coronavirus/


 

The timetable previously sent out indicates which entrance the students should use. They should go straight to 

that room for the start of their lesson. We have spread the lessons around the school site and have taped up 

places at tables to ensure social distancing is adhered to. Students should leave the site as soon as their lesson is 

finished. If your son/daughter has not replied that they are coming and can now do so, then please let Mrs 

Stephenson know as soon as possible by emailing stephensonj@presdales.herts.sch.uk  

Year 12 Induction 

On Tuesday, we held a virtual Year 12 Induction day. It was a huge success, with 178 students joining throughout 

the course of the morning. They participated in a virtual assembly and staff provided thirty-seven different ‘live’ 

lessons. My thanks go to Mrs Simmonds, Mrs Finch and Mr Britton for organising the event and to all staff for 

delivering the induction lessons in and around their other teaching commitments. 

 

Touch Typing Course 

The touch-typing software company that we use has informed us of a special offer that is available to Presdales' 

families. I know that many students are using laptops at present to complete most of their schoolwork and 

lockdown is a great opportunity for them to learn to touch type.  

To take advantage of the special offer with ‘Englishtype’, please click on the link below. The cost is £20, and this 

covers all siblings too (standard price is £30). 

https://englishtype.com/schShop/SchShop-20200617105526-Presdales.php 

Once you have paid, you will receive an email from sue@englishtype.com who will send you instructions on how 

to download the software and install it on your computer.  It is a manual process, so responses are usually within 

office hours. (Englishtype is available for PC (XP up to Windows 10) and Mac (OS 10.7 or higher)) 

House events 

We will be holding two House Events next week. For our first Virtual House event, the Sixth Form Heads of House 

have organised a quiz for all students to participate in. It will be sent out via Edulink on Monday and all entries 

will need to be submitted by 4pm on Friday 3rd July via a Google Form. I would like to encourage all students to 

participate in this event, as there are many House points on offer!  

Our second Virtual House event will a PE challenge – from Monday 29th June we are asking students to record 

how far they can walk, cycle or run in a school week. Students can record their results, either daily or at the end 

of the week, using a Google Form which will be on Edulink and can email any pictures to Mrs White at 

whiten@presdales.herts.sch.uk  

Good luck to all students taking part in the House Events! 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Kind regards 

Matt Warren 
Headteacher 
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