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The term refers in
particular to members of
the British Women's
Social and Political
Union (WSPU), a
VOunded in1903 by

Emmeline Pankhurst,
\whichengaged in direct
aclion and civil
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How the suffragettes
used fashion to further
their cause

Dress 1s a powerful form of communication.
No-one knew this better than the media-savvy
leadership of the Women’s Social and Political
Union (WSPU). The suffragettes wanted to avoid
accusations of eccentricity or spinsterish
masculinity. They recognised their best chance of
winning the vote was to align themselves, at least

outwardly, with Edwardian ideals of femininity,

even if they were engaging in defiantly unladylike

activities under the radar.

The WSPU was also canny enough to learn from the mistakes of previous generations. The fight for
female emancipation had been going on for decades. In the 19th century, the drive for equality
became closely associated with the dress reform movement, which sought to free women from the
constriction of a Victorian silhouette, with its attendant corsetry and crinolines. The suffragettes

deliberately chose conventional and classically feminine styles.
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https://youtu.be/YcBEywxurQA

Getting Dressed in 1910s
LOI1C|OI1 (click on this link to see the video)
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AMELTA BLOOMIER, ORIGINATOR OF TIIE NEW DRESS.—FROM A
DAGUERREOTYI'E BY T. W. BROWN.—(SEE PRECEDING P;\(Z}‘Z.)
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Eanncline Pankiiorst

% Born in the Moss Side district of Manchester to politically
active parents

% British political activist

% Introduced at the age of 14 to

.She founded and became involved with the

Women's Franchise League, which advocated suffrage for
both married and unmarried women

% Best remembered for organizing the UK suffragette
movement and helping women win the right to vote.
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The WSPU gnd Emmeline

In 1903, Pankhurst founded thefes

P :
omen's Social and Political Union
(WSPU), an all-women sgiiifrage \/ o
advocacy organisation de‘dicated Lo}

"deeds, not words"The ¢ Zroupig ,, —

identified as 111dependep} j}"Olll —~ and

often in opposition to — pohtlcaI: '

parties. It became knoWn foi Iply :
confrontations: its members smashed

B e R —_

indows and assaulted police officers.

SPU, antagonism between the group and the government grew. Eventually the
eroup adopted arson as a tactic, and more moderate organisations spoke ou
against the Pankhurst family.
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When by 1903 women in Britain had not beenjis
enfranchised, Pankhurst decided that women E’,
had to "do the work ourselves’;the WSPU motto,
became "deeds, not words". The suffragettes
heckled polltrcrans tried to storm parllament
were attacked and sexually assaulted durrng

T . % T

battles with the police, charned themselves TO»
——

rallrngs smashed wmdows set ﬁre tos.a: -g;
postboxes and empty burldrngs set bombs i |n

~ order to damage churches and property, and
faced anger and ridicule in the media. When
|mpr|soned they went on hunger strike, to which
the government responded by force-feeding

Th ]ﬂl }-an‘ht Buckingham Palace Fu Iy lI them' \‘ ‘:ﬁ
The Dally M][ r()r “~ % The first suffragette to be force fed was Evaline

S VR i e g 7 e o Hilda Burkitt e
v The death of one suffragette, Emily Davison,
gwhen she ran in front of the king's horse at the
r 1913 Epsom Derby, made headllnes around the
worId - \
The WSPU campaign had varyrng levels of :
I ! support from within the suffragette movement; !
breakaway groups formed and within thel
WSPU itself not all members supported the

direct action.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adela_Pankhurst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvia_Pankhurst
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Wou believe in women's
suffrage _don't you?

all women over the age of 21.
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S AGETTE MEETINGS YO,
JuriP oNHIM ME PLAIN THINGS-ANDR

HE 1S ONLY A MERE MAN - \a—— EL THEM T00!




, Time named her as one Of |
sthe 100 0 Most I Important People of -

PR BB - 7457 T A A

wthe 20th Century, statlng that;"*'_;,.,;.:..‘ b

T R, R T T

"she shaped an idea of women fo ;

‘a new pattern from Whlch there SR B A8

MILITANT SUFFRAGE MOVEME

SYLVIA PANKHURST &
PREFACE BY
EMMELINE PANKHURST

;could be no going back" She wa __g, '

T
2

Wldely cr1t1c1sed for her mlhtant

Qe A R

tactlcs, and hlstorlans dlsagree

SRR TR e OGRS - RGN

@about their effectlveness, but her

work is recognised as a cruc1al

RN DO Tt Rl

element in achieving women' s' e
suffrage in the Un1ted Klngdom - |

B e
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WOMANHOOD
A FEARLESS INDOMITABLE
RACE.

WILLIAM ROONEY.




1880-1958
Campaigners for

Womens Suffrage
~ lived here

1t

Daughter of Emmeline, Christabel was nickname he Queen of the Mob".

She directed the WSPU's most aggressive activities and also edited the movement's newspaper The

Suffragette.


https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search/british-newspapers?newspaper=the%20suffragette
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search/british-newspapers?newspaper=the%20suffragette
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igivingher life for

g€ movement, Emily

ag Davison was fatally
N

unded when sfle stepped ‘n\

font of theKifig's horse Bt t‘é@f .
913 Epsom I%rby N . $ - e,
We' ve almnc.a;\rared herhick H ‘ N, T
f-‘-; rllament's crypt in the 1911 '- iy TSI GEA =
’ : | B =SEE Click on the link to watch the video!



https://youtu.be/8qkU_imbFoE
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https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/discoveries/astonishing-1911-census-find-emily-davison-in-parliaments-crypt

Stance Lytton was the daughter,f;f Viceroy Robert Bulwer-Lytton but

s 3
d to use her privileged background as a means-for special treatment when

2 was arrested. In fact, she often disguised herself as Jane Warton, an 'ugly

ondon seamstress’, to avoid any benefits her family connections might bring. .




~Millicent Faweell
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: Dame Ethel Mary Smyth attained promlnence as one of the most accompllshed female composers in a

il

male dominated environment, and as one of the maln representatlves of the suffragette movement.
. Trddls .

-

—

composmons The March of Women was adopted as the anthem to The Women's Social and Political .

Unlon (WSPU) s _a.-_; N w-_b“-
. * “ Vo . -;3. - P

She was one of more than 100 feminists arrested for breaking windows in March 1912 for which she .

From 1911 to 1913 Smyth was closely involved with the Engllsh suffragette movement One of her,.f’

lserved two months in Holloway Prison. When her friend Thomas Beecham paid her a visit, he found

her directing a memorable performance of The March of the Women sung by fellow suffragettes


https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/smyth-march-of-the-women
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/womens-suffrage-key-figures

Emmeline Pankhurst's personal bodyguard, -

Leonora Cohen gained the moniker "Tower
T i T
Suffragette"” when she smashed the display} .
T L . vy
case for the Crown Jewels in the Tower of . *

. > a8 .
London. Cohen lived until she was 105 and

contributed to the second wave of feminism

in the 1970s. ) .
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Countess Constance Markievicz was an Irish nationalist who followed her sister Eva Gore-Booth into the suffrage

movement. She played a prominent role in ensuring Winston Churchill was defeated in a Manchester by-election in

1908 and went on to be a leading figure in the Irish rebellion of 1916. B
Markievicz blazed a trail for women in politics. She was the first ever woman elected to the British House o

Commons (although she refused to take her seat) and the second woman in the world to hold a cabinet position as

Minister for Labour in the Irish government.
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