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Firing Trench This 7-foot-deep ditch at the front of 
the system provided cover for the most exposed 
troops. Dug in clever ‘zigzag’ sections to minimize 
damage, only a small area would be affected if it was 
attacked by enemy forces or hit by a shell.

Support Trench Dug 200 to 500 yards behind the 
main firing trench, the support trench was a valuable 
second line of defense.

Reserve Trench Further back, several hundred yards 
behind the support trench, the reserve trenches 
stored supplies and offered a little more comfort to 
troops en route to the front.

Communication Trenches Connecting the entire 
network, a lattice of communication trenches enabled 
soldiers to travel quickly; keeping the army, its 
supplies, its reinforcements – and its casualties – on 
the move.







•
•

•

•





•

•

•





•

•

•



• …

• …

• …

• …

• …

• …



My family in WW1
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https://www.cwgc.org/
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Hilda grew up in a middle-class family in 
Somerset. She qualified as a doctor. 
When war broke out, she was appalled 
by the violence and suffering. She 
volunteered to help with civilians 
affected by the war, and spent the war 
working to help French women and 
children who were refugees, having fled 
their homes where the fighting was 
taking place. 
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T.E. Lawrence. ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia’ (1888 – 1935) T. E. Lawrence 
was a British officer posted to the 
Middle East. He played a key role in 
fomenting the Arabs to revolt against 
the Ottoman Empire.

Nurse Edith Cavell. (1865-1915) Edith 
Cavell was a British nurse, executed for 
‘espionage’ by the Germans for her role in 
helping Allied servicemen escape Belgium. 
The night before her execution, she said 
‘patriotism is not enough. I must have no 
hatred or bitterness towards anyone’

Bertrand Russell (1872 – 
1970) British pacifist who 
campaigned against 
conscription. He was sent to 
jail for six months for speaking 
against America’s entry into 
the First World War.

https://www.biographyonline.net/military/wilfred-owen.html
https://www.biographyonline.net/military/t-e-lawrence.html
https://www.biographyonline.net/military/t-e-lawrence.html
https://www.biographyonline.net/humanitarian/edith-cavell.html
https://www.biographyonline.net/writers/bertrand-russell.html



