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Dear Parent/Carer 

There is a lot to say this week; apologies for the length of the update! 

Further to my correspondence earlier this week, I have no new update on what we will be offering Year 10 and 

12 students from 1st June, although I can advise that, other than those students who have always been attending 

school, no student will be expected in school in the first week back after half term.  

I have been in contact with other local headteachers and it is clear that we all have different issues regarding 

suitability of our sites, transporting students to and from school, the number of students who have not been 

engaging with the work that has been set, and the number of staff who are shielding. I would ask parents to 

understand that each school may provide something different, as each school’s context will determine what can 

be delivered, or what needs to be delivered.  

We have been extremely impressed with the engagement of our students and how much work they have been 

completing over the past two months.  

Uniform from September 2020 

Over the past few years, more and more students have asked whether we would consider allowing trousers as 

part of our school uniform. Following discussions with our Board of Trustees last week, we have decided to add 

navy blue trousers, sourced only from our uniform suppliers, to our uniform. Trousers are an accepted form of 

professional attire in the work place and we know that some of our girls would prefer to wear them, whilst others 

will continue to wear the skirt. Students will also be allowed to wear black socks if they are wearing trousers, but 

will still need to wear white if wearing a skirt. The students will now have a choice to wear what they feel most 

comfortable in, whilst continuing to remain smartly dressed. 

Curriculum after half term  

In a normal school year, the second half of the Summer term has less contact time due to summer exams, school 

trips, sports day and other events that take students and teachers out of the classroom. We know that Year 9 

students start to struggle with motivation for those subjects they are not taking for GCSE. Therefore, we will be 

making the following changes to what we are providing for our students. 

Year 7/8 

 English/Maths/Science – No change 

 We will be moving to project based work set on a weekly basis. Staff have been asked to provide work 

that develops creativity, independent thinking and is enjoyable! Each department will provide enough 

work for the whole week, equivalent to the time that has been spent on other subjects so far



Year 7/8 

Week beginning Subject 

1/6/20 Geography 

8/6/20 Art 

15/6/20 History 

22/6/20 MFL 

29/6/20 DT 

6/7/20 RE 

13/7/20 Computing 

 

Year 9 

o Maths   3 periods 

o English   3 periods 

o Science   3 periods 

o RE   1 period 

 Students will now be set bridging work for the GCSE subjects they have chosen to take in September. New 

groups on Google Classroom have been set up for the students and will start to appear from Monday 

onwards. They will be populated with work ready to start from Monday 1st June. 

o Each option subject 2 periods per subject  

Year 10 and Year 12 

No change with remote learning  

All year groups 

Please can you remind your children to be confident and vocal with their teachers if they do not understand 

anything, or if they are finding the work too hard or too easy. Our staff would prefer to know. If your child does 

not have the confidence to say it directly to their teacher, then please help them by sending an email.  

Student work and VE Day celebrations 

Thank you for the pictures that were sent in which showed how you celebrated VE day. These have been put on 

the school website and can be viewed here.  Please also see the weekly work by students that staff would like to 

showcase by clicking here. 

Student successes 

Since lock down, many of our students have used the time to learn new skills, help others, or work towards a goal 

they have had. I would like to draw your attention to the following link: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/I-Wanted-Burn-Maddi-Drake-

ebook/dp/B088HGVFLS/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+wanted+it+to+burn&qid=1589374755&sr=8-1 

Maddie Drake (Year 13) has written her first novel, with illustrations by her sister Louise. It is now available on 

Amazon. This is a fantastic achievement, well done to them both.

https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/ve-day-celebrations/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/celebrating-work-15th-may-2020/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/I-Wanted-Burn-Maddi-Drake-ebook/dp/B088HGVFLS/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+wanted+it+to+burn&qid=1589374755&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/I-Wanted-Burn-Maddi-Drake-ebook/dp/B088HGVFLS/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+wanted+it+to+burn&qid=1589374755&sr=8-1


 

Since lockdown, Ella Walsh, Year 11, has taught her mum how to crochet. Between them, they have crocheted 

over 50 baby hats that have been donated to local hospitals. They also crocheted face mask protectors and hearts 

which have gone to families who have lost someone to COVID-19.  

 

Well done to Ella and Mrs Walsh.  

I am sure there are other students who have used the time to do something extraordinary. Please let me know 

and we can share it on the school website. 

Student assembly – Christian Cole 

Last week we posted a personal message from Christian to the students. He has sent through the following links 

that will be shared with the students. They are recordings of previous assemblies he has delivered at Presdales. 

https://youtu.be/McFuHhU8Cxg 
  
https://youtu.be/B28wOcg9Wcg 
  
https://youtu.be/AT53UEewxUo 
 

Mental Health Week  

Next week is national mental health week. In normal circumstances, we would have had activities and sessions in 

school covering areas of mental health. Next week, Mrs Miller will send out information and activities for students 

on mental health which they would have normally covered in a SMSC lesson.   

Staff TikTok 

By now, many of you may have already seen the staff TikTok that has been put together. I would like to thank Mrs 

Dann for organising and producing the video, and to all those staff who contributed. The link was sent to the 

students yesterday. I’ve added the link below.  

https://vimeo.com/418104938 

General information 

The school will be closed from Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May for half term 

Thank you for your continued support in these testing times. We are conscious of the impact on our students who 

now know that they are unlikely to return to school until September. This is a long period of time where they will 

not see many of their school friends. We would encourage students to engage online with their friends, as well as 

meeting up where national guidelines allow. Please continue to keep in contact with us and we will do what we 

can to support.  

Kind regards 

Matt Warren 
Headteacher 
 

https://youtu.be/McFuHhU8Cxg
https://youtu.be/B28wOcg9Wcg
https://youtu.be/AT53UEewxUo
https://vimeo.com/418104938

