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Save our Reefs! 
Don't be a thief from the reef! 
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CORAL REEFS ARE LOCATED AROUND THE WORLD CORAL REEFS RELATIONSHIP WITH LONGITUDE 

Coral reefs are found in hundreds of 
different countries around the world. Most 
reefs are located between the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, in the Pacific 
Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean 
Sea, the Red Sea, and the Persian Gulf. 

Most coral reefs lie between the latitudes of 
30 degrees north and south where sea 
temperatures are warmest. The algae living in 
their cells need light for photosynthesis which 
means corals need access to light. 
Furthermore, the water where they grow 
needs to be shallow and clear to allow the 
reefs expand and grow fully. 

LOCATIONS OF CORAL REEFS: 
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Coral reef biodiversity: 
Coral reefs are believed to have the 
highest biodiversity of any ecosystem 
in the world (even more that a Tropical 
Rainforest).Thanks to their diversity, 
Coral Reefs provide millions of people 
with medicine, food, protection from 
storms, and revenue from fishing and 
tourism. They also protect coastlines 
from the damaging effects of wave 
action and tropical storms. provide 
habitats and shelter for many marine 
organisms. 

Why do Coral Reefs have such a 
high level of biodiversity?Coral reefs 
have such a high level of biodiversity 
due to abundant micro habitats, high 
levels of nutrience and high levels of 
sunlight. 
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Coral Reef dwellers: 
Species of organisms who lie beneath the Coral Reef: 
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BLUE RINGED OCTUPS 

 

This little beauty is one of the most toxic 
creatures in the ocean, with venom that is 
reported to be 1,200 times more toxic than 
cyanide. The venom is delivered via a bite 
from the animal’s beak. These octopuses 
are quite small — about 2.5 inches long. 
This octopus, like its cousins, is able to 
camouflage itself quite well on the reef. 
When agitated or excited it flashes its 
iridescent blue rings, from which it gets its 
name. This octopus was photographed in 
the Banda Sea, in Indonesia. They are 
fairly common in the tropical south Pacific 
ocean. –Swoosh.com 
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Pastel Slender Wrasse 

The Pastel Slender 
Wrasse is an elongate 
fish that can be 
recognized by its 
coloration. Small 
juveniles are white with 
three orange-red 
stripes along the body. 
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Sea cucumbers 
Sea cucumbers are echinoderms from the 
class Holothuroidea. They are marine 
animals with a leathery skin and an 
elongated body containing a single, 
branched gonad. Sea cucumbers are 
found on the sea floor worldwide. 

Are sea cumbers dangerous? 

Sea cucumbers, when under threat, will 
expel holothurian which is a white sticky 
like substance from their Carverian organ.  
Sea Cucumber venom is toxic to humans if 
the Carverian tubules come into contact 
with the eyes, the result may be permanent 
blindness. 
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Local and global threats for Coral 
Reefs: 
What can you do to help? 
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LOCAL GLOBAL 
• Physical damage 

• Destruction from costal development 

• Dredging and quarrying 

• Destructive fishing practices and gear 

• Boat anchors and groundings 

• Recreational misuse (touching or removing corals) 

• Pollution that originates on land but finds its way 
into coastal waters. 

• Overfishing can alter food-web structure and 
cause cascading effects 

• Coral harvesting for the aquarium trade, jewelry 

• Medical use is striping away the plants, lowering 
surveil chances for wildlife habitats. 

• Ocean acidification (a change in ocean chemistry 
in response to the uptake of carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere). 

• As atmospheric temperatures rise, so do seawater 
temperatures. This warming causes corals to lose 
the microscopic algae that produce food that 
corals need, placing stress on the corals. Without 
this algae coral also lose their coloration—a 
condition known as coral bleaching— because the 
loss of algae reveals the white color of the calcium 
carbonate structure underlying the polyps. Severe 
or prolonged bleaching can kill coral colonies or 
leave them more vulnerable to other threats such 
as infectious disease. – epa.gov 

THREATS: Global and Local  
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HOW CAN WE HELP? ON A LOCAL AND GLOBAL SCALE 

LOCAL 
• LIMIT- limit the amount of fish fishermen can 

fish and educate people on the risks of 
overfishing. 

• TOURISTS-even though tourists make money 
the Corals have to pay, limit the amount of 
tourists and create a law banning anyone 
touching any corals to prevent bleaching. 

GLOBAL 
• SPREAD THE MESSAGE- help children and adults 

around the world understand the importance of 
Coral Reefs. 

• LIMIT- the use of Coral for medicinary 

• ADVERTISE- Produce more TV programs like blue 
planet to educate people on the importance of 
Coral Reefs. 
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THINK THE THREE 
P’S 

Preserve 

Help preserve our Coral Reef 

Protect 
Help protect 

Persuade 
Help spread the message 
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If we don’t take action… 
What the coral reefs will look like in twenty years if we don’t take action. 
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Why we should help? 
  

We should save our Coral reefs as 
without them we wouldn’t as 
medically advanced as we are 
today and due to many other 
different reasons. According to the 
National Geographic, if we don’t 
take action now the beautiful 
Coral Reefs might become extinct. 
This is mostly due to the bleaching 
of our Corals. Its imperative that we 
take action now or our actions 
cannot be reversed. 
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Why should we help? 

Sea temperature is a key 
environmental factor controlling the 
distribution and diversity of marine life. 
It is critical to reef building and is one of 
the key variables that determine coral 
reef diversity and the north-south limits 
of coral reefs,” the report explains. “The 
average sea surface temperature in 
the Coral Sea has risen substantially 
over the past century. Since 
instrumental records began, 15 of the 
20 warmest years have been in the 
past 20 years- qz.com 
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“ As the ocean is never full of water, so is the heart never full of love- Author Unknown 

16 



17 

THANK YOU 


