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20th March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

What a day!  

Our Year 11 and 13 students were fantastic. Both assemblies were fun, but very emotional. There were video’s 

that I’m glad I haven’t seen until today! Whilst examinations and results are important, they do not define who 

we are. Our students have proved to be outstanding young people who have shown kindness and resilience in 

abundance over the past two days. In partnership with yourselves, the attributes and values they have developed 

with us over the years will stand them in good stead for the rest of their lives. As one student put in her speech 

to Year 11 today, ‘We are strong, independent young women, ready to go out into the world’. Even though the 

end is premature, we are very proud of who they are and what they have achieved. 

Year 11       Year 13 

 

 

 

 

 

Children of Key workers and vulnerable children 

Please be reminded that whilst we will be open for these students, the guidance from the government states: “If 

it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be”. The government aim is to support those 

families of key workers where they have no alternative but to send their children in. Students will not be receiving 

taught lessons, but will be supervised in a computer room, where they will complete the work set online by their 

normal class teacher. Students should arrive at the normal time and come into school via the main reception 

where they will be directed to the appropriate classroom to sign in. The canteen will be open at lunchtime, but 

with a reduced menu. Alternatively, students can bring a packed lunch. Please be advised that our normal 

behaviour policy will be in place. However, if a student is not cooperating, then they will be sent home. Continual 

inappropriate behaviour will result in the offer of looking after your child being removed. 
 

Work for the next two weeks (Plans for after Easter will be finalised over the next two weeks) 

Work will be set for the next two weeks in the first instance. This will go on Edulink and may involve revision of 

previous topics, worksheets to complete, new learning, project work or working from text books or websites as 

directed by the teacher. We will do what we can to provide quality work, but parents should not expect this to be 

a substitute for face to face teaching. Staff are trialling ‘Google Meets’, which will allow video conferencing for 

some lessons. Students will be sent details next week on how to access this. Staff will be marking work where 

appropriate and feeding back to the students in line with our normal marking policy. For Year 11 and 13 students, 

work will be set if they have not finished the specification. Whilst they are no exams, we feel it is important that 

they finish all of the course content.



 

If students have any issues with IT programmes then they can contact our IT team: 

helpdesk@presdales.herts.sch.uk 

Students can email their teachers if they need help or do not understand the work. They can also email their form 

tutor or Head of Year if needed. I have asked staff to return emails within 24 hours. Please be reminded that some 

staff are part time and do not work every day. 

We will not be using consequences when work is not completed, but you will be informed if your child has missed 

deadlines. We will still use reward points. 

 

Advice for parents 

This is going to be a challenge for all parents. My son is already eating most of the food we have in the house, and 

thinks he never has to go to bed. I have no doubt that many of your children will find the isolation hard at times. 

You may wish to consider the following: 

 Set clear times as to when your children will complete school work 

 Ensure they get appropriate breaks 

 Encourage them to keep to their timetabled lessons as and when they happen 

 Take their phone off them during working hours, unless they are using it as a learning resource 

 Encourage them to get fresh air and exercise where possible 

 Remind the students that this is their future, they need to take the work seriously 

 Ask them to show you what they have completed, engage in conversation with them about their work 

 Encourage them to keep in contact virtually with their friends (although most will not need any 

encouragement with this!) 

The government guidance states: “Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing 

socially in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles 

as adults” 

 

Examinations 

The government has realised the following information to school regarding examination grades. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-

announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-

d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate 

I would ask that you do not email in questions at this stage, as this is all we know. I will send out information on 

how this will work in our school when we are given it. 

It seems very strange today, saying goodbye to all of our students for an unknown period of time ahead. The 

school is now working in a way that is not normal for any of us. We will do our best to support your children, but 

I would please ask that you are considerate of what is actually possible. I wish you and you families well for the 

next few months.  

 

Kind regards 

 
Matt Warren 

Headteacher 

mailto:helpdesk@presdales.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced?utm_source=96f31727-1fb9-408b-a7fa-d91d4ceaeb6b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate

