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Dear Parents/Carers 

It was a joy to see 180 smiling faces yesterday morning as the Year 6 students 
were dropped off for their induction day. The girls had taster lessons in a 
number of subjects, they spent time with their new form and also in their new 
teaching groups. Many of the students participated in the music session at the 
end of the day, where they were able to try out a new musical instrument. 
Thank you to Mrs Sykes, Assistant Headteacher and Mrs Fry, Head of the new 
Year 7 for organising the day. We look forward to greeting the new cohort, all 
dressed smartly, in September. 
 

On Wednesday of this week we held our annual sports day. As always, I am 
overwhelmed by the spirit and kindness that the students show one another. 
Whenever a student needed support to get around the track, other students got 
up and ran next to them as encouragement. There were many outstanding 
performances, with a number of school records being broken, some which 
have stood for nearly 20 years. This was the first year that the event has been 
organised in Houses, and this was a success. The students Heads of House 
put up and decorated House gazebos and all of the students competing did so 
in House colours. Thank you to the PE department and their extended team for 
organising the event. 
 

I had the pleasure this week of meeting with one of our Year 12 students, 
Deborah Green, who talked me through the journey she has been on to write 
and publish her own novel, 'Dragon Pearls'. Deborah has written an article for 
PressTales about how she achieved this. Well done Deborah, this is a fantastic 
achievement.  
 

Finally, I would like to pass on an email I received from one of the coach 
drivers from the recent trip to France, 
 

'This is *****, one of the drivers at Hardings coaches that took Year 8 to 
Boulogne over this past week.  
Thought it would only be polite to pass my thanks to the pupils of Year 8 and 
also the teachers that accompanied the pupils on the trip. It's not always 
common to have an entire group quite as pleasant as the group from your 
school.  
I'd love it if you could pass my regards to every single teacher and pupil that 
attended the trip and also a special thanks for the chocolate and money I 
received after dropping them back at Presdales. Both myself and ****, who 
drove coach 1 had a brilliant week. Hopefully you are proud of the way that 
your school conducted themselves during the trip.’ 
 

It is always a pleasure to receive emails such as this, the girls are a credit to 
themselves, their parents and the school. Well done to them all. 
 

Have a lovely weekend, one week to go! 
 

Kind regards    

Matt Warren, Headteacher 

Headlines 

JULY 

 Saturday 13th to 

11th August : 
World Challenge  

 w/c Monday 

15th : HOUSE : 
KS3 Science 
Fair  

 Monday 15th : Year 9 HPV 2 Vaccinations 

 Monday 15th : Presdales Rocks 

 Tuesday 16th : HOUSE: Swimming Gala 

 Wednesday 17th : Year 8 Science Activity 

Day 

 Wednesday 17th : Year 10 Day out 

 Wednesday 17th : Sports Awards 

Evening, 7pm 

 Friday 19th : End of Term, 12.45pm 

 
AUGUST 

 Thursday 15th : A Level Results Day 

 Thursday 22nd : GCSE Results Day 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming 

Events 

The full school calendar can 
be viewed by clicking here. 

Please click here for the PE 
fixtures. 

School finishes on Friday 19
th

 July at 

12.45pm. The buses that come onto the 

school grounds are all booked for that time.  

 

Tuesday 3rd September: Year 7 and 12 only 

Wednesday 4th September: All year groups 

End of term 

Autumn term 

We currently have the following vacancies for 
support staff roles from September 2019: 
 

Science Technician 
Senior Supervisory Assistants 

General Cleaning Staff 
 

More details and application forms are available 
on the school website. 

Vacancies at Presdales  

Congratulations to the 
following forms who have 
achieved the highest 

number of reward points since the last edition of 
PressTales: 

Rewards 

7AL   8GP    9EC    10SM    6NW  

https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/events-calendar/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/pe-fixture-list/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Science-Technician-2019.pdf
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Senior-Supervisory-Assistants-2019.pdf
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/General-Cleaning-Staff-2019.pdf
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/
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 GCSE Revision Guides : Please click 

here for the recommended revision guides. 

 GCSE Art packs for Year 9 : The cost 

of the pack is £30. 

 Bronze DofE 2019/20 - If your daughter has secured a place and you have not yet paid the 

£60 deposit, please can you make payment before the end of term. 

 GCSE Drama Trip to see Everyone’s Talking About Jamie (25th September 2019) - Cost is 

£45 per ticket. 

 Iceland (October 2019) - The balance for this trip is due in July. 

 Russia (October 2019) - The next instalment of £150 was due by 1st July 2019. Total paid to 

date should be £1,450.00. £150 is due on 1 August and £60 due on 1 September 2019. 

 Ski (February 2020) - There are still a few places available. If you would like your daughter or son to participate, please send in 

the permission slip with the deposit of £150. If your son/daughter has secured a place, WisePay is now open to make monthly 
instalments.  

 Barbados Netball Tour (April 2020) - Total cost is £1555 per student. Payment schedule: £150 deposit. 1st instalment of £150 

was due by 22nd March. We strongly suggest that a minimum monthly instalment of £114.10 is made on the 1st of each month 
with February 2020 being the last payment. 

 French Exchange (November 2019 and March 2020) (Current Year 9 and 10 students) - £50 deposit by Wednesday 17th 

July. 

 German Christmas Market (December 2019) (Current Year 7 and 8 students) - £70 deposit due by Wednesday 17th July. 

 GCSE History Trip to Berlin (June 2020) - £150 deposit by Monday 15th July. 

 French Trip to The Opal Coast (June 2020) (Current Year 7 students) - £50 deposit by Thursday 18th July. 

Trips and Reminders 

Please ensure that you visit Lost Property for 
any items that you have lost as these will be 
disposed of at the beginning of next term. 
 

Please ensure that all PE Kits are taken home 
after their last use and not left at school. 

Lost property and PE Kits 

Please return any borrowed library books 
before the end of term. 

Library Books 

Year 9  
With effect from Monday15th July, please 
clear out your lockers. Place the key (no fobs) 
into the envelope provided by your form 
teacher. Please complete by afternoon 
registration on Thursday 18th July.  
 

Years 7 to 10  
It is very important that ALL lockers are 
cleared out before the end of term. 
 

Lockers 

Year 10 results -  Please provide Mr Britton with a stamped address envelope by 

the end of term if you would like your results sent to you. If not, you can collect 

them at the start of the Autumn term.   

Please note if you unable to collect results, they can not be emailed or given out over 

the phone. We must have had a stamped addressed envelope before the end of term. 

A2 results can be collected between 7.30am and 10am 

AS results can be collected between 8.30am and 10am 

Thursday 15th August 

Result Days 2019 

Year 11 GCSE results can be collected between 8am and 10am 

Enrolment for 6th Form for current Presdales students will take 

place between 8:30am – 10:30am in the Hall.  

If you are unable to make enrolment, you should send a 

representative to enrol on your behalf. 

Thursday 22nd August 

Please be advised 

that Wisepay is 

closed from 1st 

August to              

1st September 

 
 

https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/gcse-revision-guides/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/gcse-revision-guides/
https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
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Borrow eBooks and eAudiobooks free from any 
Hertfordshire Library using their BorrowBox app. 
 

The BorrowBox App is free to download and 
Hertfordshire Library members can borrow up to 7 
e-books and 7 e-audio books at one time. 
 

Please click here for more information.  
 

BorrowBox 

On Monday 24th June, the Year 12 English Literature students partook in a trip to the 
English and Media Centre’s conference in Euston, London, about the poetry anthology 
they are studying, entitled ‘Poems of the Decade’.  
 

This gave the students the opportunity to hear some of the writers’ thoughts about their 
poems and what inspired them. The poems included: ‘Material’ by Ros Barber, ‘Effects’ 
by Alan Jenkins, ‘Eat Me’ by Patience Agbabi and ‘Look we have coming to Dover!’ by 
Daljit Nagra.  
 

Although delays with public transport meant we missed some of Michael Rosen’s talk, 
we managed to hear what kind of analysis can be done when looking at unseen poetry, 
which gave us a clear insight on how to ‘do poetry’. The conference also gave students 
an insight into what the exam board is looking for when answering unseen poetry 
questions and allowed us to put evaluative questions directly to the writers.  
 

The conference ended with a selection of poems from the slam poet Harry Baker, which 
was an entertaining conclusion to an educational day, allowing us to see another side of 
poetry that, typically, goes unrecognised. 
 
 

Some of the poets we heard: Michael Rosen, Harry Baker, Daljit Nagra, Patience 
Agbabi. 

Year 12 English Trip 

Congratulations to the following Year 7 
girls who have achieved Bronze and 
Silver level in our Scholastic Reading 
Programme. The levels reflect the 
independent reading and quiz points the 
students have completed since the 
Autumn term. 
 
 
 

Scholastic Reading 

Programme 

Bronze 

Rebekah Armes 

Lydia Botting 

Esme Sabin 

Olivia Smith 

Angela Rae Espina 

Charlotte Douglass 

India Elkes 

Caitlin Ryan 

Lucy Butterfield 

Joanna Grayson 

Rebecca Gee 

Bethan Davies 

Hannah Gaudio 

Natalie Bolton 

Ella Gardner 

Iona Scully 

 

Silver 

Freya Fairhall-Russell 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/ebooks-and-audiobooks/ebooks-and-audiobooks.aspx
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Hi, my name is Deborah Rose Green. I’m a student in the first year of 
Sixth Form at Presdales and even though I’m only seventeen, I’m a 
published author. 
 

I started writing my fantasy adventure novel in summer 2016 when I was 
fourteen. I’ve wanted to be a writer since I was seven, and with the right 
amount of dedication I was able to make my dream come true. All it took 
was a blank word page and a lot of time because, realistically, I wasn’t any 
more intelligent than other children my age. 
 

I won’t lie to you and tell you it was easy or a smooth journey. My first draft 
was absolutely terrible and I rewrote the story at least twice before I was satisfied. I had my mother, sister and 
aunt read it for me, to point out plot holes and correct my grammar and spelling before I sent it off to an 
English teacher for final adjustments. It was an entire year before they all got back to me, and by that point I 
was very ready to get it published! 
 

I used this time wisely, because in order to get my book published I would need some money. My goal was to 
save up £500 which was very difficult as a fourteen/fifteen year old. I babysat for two primary-school aged 
children almost every single morning for over a year, paid £5 an hour. This meant having to leave the house at 
6.30am, wait for the children to wake up at 8am and take them to school for 9am. It was really difficult, but I 
stuck it out because I had a goal in mind. A family friend generously contributed £100 when I was the maid of 
honour at their wedding and after that I had reached my goal. 
With £500 safely in my bank account and a perfected novel, I contacted the self-publishing company ‘Author In 
Me’. This company provides packages for under-eighteen year olds. I would recommend it if you’re just 
starting off but I ran into a few problems with them, which I’ll explain, so I will look elsewhere next time.  
 

At first they proposed a package within my budget that included my novel on Amazon kindle, cover design, 
Facebook advertising, Website advertising, and an ISBN number. I informed them that I wanted 100 printed 
copies as well as kindle, an ISBN number, and cover design. But this would cost a total of £750. My parents 
agreed to give me a loan of £250, which I am in the process of paying them back. 
 

But you’re probably wondering what problems I had with this company. First of all, they missed almost every 
single deadline that they set. Only by a day or two, but still. They were also unclear in their communication, as 
they told me I would receive my book on the 17th of May, but sent me the online version they had sent two 
weeks earlier. When I received my first printed copy in the post, it was missing the final three paragraphs and 
the writing on the spine was the wrong way round. Fortunately, this was all sorted out, but this book release is 
now taking place two whole months later than I had hoped. 
 

In retrospect, this journey has been a difficult one, mentally and emotionally. But this is my book. I wrote it. 
And to hold my dream in my hands and know that I did it all by myself, is worth all the hassle and difficulties of 
the three years it took me to reach this point.  
 

My name is Deborah Rose Green, and I’m a published author. 
 

Don’t ever give up on your dreams. 
 

Buy my book ‘Dragon Pearls’ on Amazon Kindle or from my website authordeborahrose.wordpress.com now. 

A Budding Author 
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Lotty Hobson 
and Hannah 
Stapleton in 
Year 9 recently 
travelled to 
Wales to play in the Vitality 
Women’s Club T20 National 
Finals for Bishop’s Stortford 
Ladies Cricket Club, beating 
Bridgwater CC in the semi before 
facing Ansty CC in the final, 
chasing 126. They finished with 
an over to spare in a close game 
with the local rival team. Well 
done girls, this is amazing! 

 

Well done to everyone that competed 
on Friday at District Athletics. We came 
1st in the minor, junior and inter age 
groups which is so impressive! We 
came 2nd in the Senior age group and 
therefore are so pleased to say we 
came 1st overall! We are so proud of 
everyone who competed! Molly Hobson 
was the ‘overall best girl athlete’ of all 
the competitors for coming 1st in 
Javelin, 1st in hurdles and 1st in the 
relay. Congratulations Molly! Hermione 
Kay was Presdales outstanding athlete 
of the day for 1st in 200m, 2nd in 300m 
and 1st in relay! Well done Hermione. 

District Athletics  

Well done to our 
Year 7 rounders 
team who are 
district rounders 
tournament 
winners! They 
beat Chauncy in 
a very tight final 
after winning all our games!  
Well done girls! Star batter was 
Izzy Stewart, star catch went to 
Eva Cullen and star player was 
D’arcy Wright! 

Rounders 

Athletics  

Nicky Morris Champions! On the 30th 
Anniversary we are so proud to have retained 
the overall trophy since the competition 
started! The Under 13 team came 3rd, the 
Under 15 team came 1st and the Over 15 
team came 1st making us overall winners. 
Well done to all the girls that took part this 
week. Your determination and resilience to 
keep going, even during injury, is amazing. 
Real team spirit and cheering each other on, it 
is just fantastic to watch.  
 

Congratulations, you are all awesome! 

Well done to our U14 Athletics team who came 7th in the County plate 
final. 

Cricket 

Massive well done to the girls who competed at the Combined Events 
athletics last week. 
For the Year 7 team, Caitlin Ryan came 2nd and D’arcy Wright came 
3rd overall individually!  
As a Year 7 team they were the overall winners in 1st place! 
For the Year 8/9 team Maddie Stewart came 2nd overall individually! 

As a Year 8/9 team they came 2nd 
overall! 
Amazing achievements and efforts from all the girls, 
especially in the heat! Well done also to the 3 sports leaders 
who officiated several events alongside a bit of extra 
coaching! 

Combined Events Athletics 

U14s 

PE News 

Nicky Morris Inter-School Athletic 

Competition 

Last term, 
Georgia 
Shanley (Year 
9), spent a 
week at the 
English 
National Ballet’s Spring Intensive 
where she was taught by amazing 
teachers and made new friends 
with dancers from all over the 
world.  
 

She has also recently selected for 
the English National Ballet’s 
Youth Company and will train 
every Friday evening and one 
Sunday a month as of September 
at the new studios on London City 
Island.  
[Wonderful news Georgia! 

Ballet 
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Art and Photography News 

TASEH The Arts Society of East Herts have recently chosen five of our A level art 
students and put their work forward for selection to the Royal British Art Star 
Students exhibition. The work, if successful, will be on exhibition at the Royal 
Over-Seas League and The Mall Galleries, London, early next year. Well done so 
far to Grace Stansall-Seiler, Meredith Freeman, Amy Pozzilli, Erin Hartnett and 
Sue Holloway from all of us in Presdales Art Department.  

A Level art work chosen for Royal British Artists 

exhibition 2019/20 
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We are delighted to have 
been asked to exhibit our 
A level art work as part of 
Ware Art Trail 2019. The 
Art Trail runs until 14th 
July and exhibits local 
artists work in venues 
across Ware.  

Ware Art Trail 2019 

Year 10 have recently created inspiring collages 
based on their own photos. The girls have been 
working very hard and producing high standard 
original art work. Well done to you all. 
 

Charmaine Francis 
 

 
 

Year 10 GCSE Art Collage Work 

In a partnership with GSK and EDT, this year’s team of six keen Year 9 pupils competed 
against local schools by taking part in a 10 week project with the focus on “Your Healthy 
School”. Following discussion, the team unanimously chose to focus on healthy eating.  
 

GSK provided a mentor who came to support and guide the team every week, including 
helping  the girls to manage the project by completing a Gant chart. They researched the 
links between healthy eating and academic performance in lessons and then decided to 
improve the quality of the snacks available to pupils at breaktime (which is when they were 
most hungry!). As part of this process, the team surveyed both teachers and pupils about 
their opinion of the options available and what they would like to be available. The team also 
gave an assembly on healthy eating to their year group.  
 

After collating the feedback from surveys, the team met with Mr Huckle, the Canteen 
Manager, and presented a range of proposals. The following week, many of the proposals 
had been implemented, including fresh fruit pots, labelling of food and vegan options for the 

main course at lunch. The team were pleased that their 
project had brought about real changes in the food 
available and Mr Huckle was pleased, as he had never had feedback before. 
 

At the Awards and Celebration Day, where local schools were competing for overall winner, the  team 
gave a presentation on their project to a panel of four assessors. This was very nerve-wracking, but the 
assessors were so impressed with the quality of the presentation that a special award for Best 
Teamwork was given. Overall, the students enjoyed working as a team and making a real difference to 
the healthy options available in the canteen. 
 

Ms Walsh, Head of Biology 

Go4Set Celebration and Awards Day at GSK Headquarters at Brentford 28th June 2019 

The team with their display, from left to 
right: Niharika Jha, Maddie Fowler-Noon, 
Mariko Eglin, Ishara Hettiarachichi, Maddie 
Robb and Beth Sleath 

Outside GSK HQ with goody bags 
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On the 4th July, almost 80 
Year 8 students attended 
The Big Bang Fair, held 
at the University of 
Hertfordshire. The Big Bang is a UK-wide 

programme led by EngineeringUK to bring science and engineering to life 
for young people. 

 

The Big 

Bang Fair 

Today was incredibly inspiring. We learnt about a variety of 
potential medical careers. For example, during the ‘Human 
Guinea Pig’ lecture, we learnt about X-ray, veins, pulse, urine 
and biomedical engineers. We found out about Asthma at GSK, 
where we learnt how we exhale and inhale by blowing into 
tubes. We got a lot of lovely freebees! 
We improved our teamwork skills when we took part in a Royal 
Navy activity where we remote controlled spheres. It was very 
fun and memorable, as well as educational. During the day we 
meet some very nice people and enjoyed the experience. It was 
a brilliant opportunity and we learnt new skills. We should 
definitely do it again. 
 

Marnie Bryant, Lucy Sacre and Maddy Rayment 

Today, we went to the Big Bang Fair. The best bit of the day 
was when I got the high score of the day on the O’Conner 
Dexterity test. I got a score of 20 and beat a teacher and ex-lab 
worker who only got 16. I also enjoyed getting an abundance of 
free pens, pencils and other small presents. 
I found out that most people use 160 litres of water per day and 
that it takes around 15 years to manufacture and produce a 
drug/medicine. I didn’t manage to go to any shows but it was 
still an amazing day. I hope we can go again.  
 

Adelaide Peart 

First we went to explore the whole Campus, where everyone 
was setting up for the Science Fair. We went to a Sound of 
Music lecture. It was very interesting to see the different areas 
and careers that you can do with STEM.  The highlight of my 
day was when we went to the mitochondria competition and 
everyone was really shocked when I knew what ATP 
(adenosine triphosphate) was. It was very exciting because it 
shocked me when everyone in the stall screamed ‘WOW.’ It 
was such a good and exhilarating experience, I would really 
recommend it to everyone who wants to have a career in 
Science. I would rate the experience, campus and the people a 
10/10. 
 

Mariam Shakir 

I found out a lot about different types of NHS jobs not just nurses and doctors. 
There are many other jobs such as medical engineers, prosthetic engineers, 
vascular scientist and an ophthalmic scientist. There were many other jobs too. 
We also learned about different medical devices. One of them could show how 
your veins look. Also there’s a device that can tell you how old your lungs are 
from blowing into a tube. In another lecture, I found out that sound travels in 
vibrations. Also the muscles in your ears that make you able to hear are super 
small. They can’t even make the size of a 20p when squished together. Finally, 
I learnt that you don’t need A-A* to become part of the NHS. I personally had a 
very interesting day and learnt lots about science. Also it inspired me to 
become something to do with science. 
 

Seugi Redif 

Today, I learnt that civil engineers are providing things we need 
every day – like clean water, transport and electricity. I also 
learnt the tortoises were the first living creatures to see the 
moon, but fruit flies were the first creatures in space. It was a 
fun, educational day about maths, science, engineering and 
astronomy.  
 

Caitlin Flatman 

Today I went to the Big Bang Fair and watched a presentation about 
astronomy, which covered facts about the steps taken before and after 
someone is sent into space. They taught me that everything, including myself, 
is made out of dead stars and that a fly was the first living animal in space. As 
well as this, they used a syringe and a  marshmallow to demonstrate what 
happens if someone were to enter space without a suit, and informed us about 
failed attempts at launching a human into space. I learnt the names of some 
famous astronauts including Tim Peake, Neil Armstrong and Yuri Gagarin. The 
Scientists who were leading the talk mentioned many interesting facts, for 
instance, when a rocket is launched into space, water is released out of the 
bottom. I would definitely recommend this experience to others as it was an 
extremely interesting way to broaden my knowledge and scientific 
understanding. 
 

Evie 

What I liked the most about today at the science fair was the planetarium 
because it really interested me. It also taught me about the solar system and 
stars. Saturn’s rings are made out of big and small rocks, Mars has the biggest 
ocean and one of the biggest volcano’s on it is as big as France. Uranus has 
icy volcanoes that lets out chemicals and gasses that are similar to the earth’s 
atmosphere, which means that there might have been life on Uranus. When we 
didn’t pollute the air with electric lights, the stars used to light up the night sky. 
The stars further away looked like someone had spilled milk over the sky so 
they called it the Milky Way. 
 

Natasha Twigg 

Today I found out a lot about the different scientific careers that 
are to do with medicine. For example, you can work with blood, 
put a tube through your nose and into your lungs to check for 
any infections and more. I learnt a lot about different equipment 
such as a Moline and a device which shines on your hand and 
illuminates  your veins. This device is useful for blood tests and 
allows you to easily perform one. I also learnt about sound and 
how different sounds cause different sound waves and 
vibrations. For example, when we all said “shh” the sound 
waves on the detector were infrequent and there was no 
pattern shown. When someone whistled, sound waves on the 
detectors were very similar; they each were the same length 
apart and there was definitely a pattern. 
 

Melissa Komodromou 
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German Trip to Berlin - Year 12  

After a long morning of travelling we arrived at the hotel in Berlin. We quickly dropped our bags off in our rooms and headed out to 
Alexander Platz. In Alexander Platz, we visited “Weltzeithuhr” and “Fernsehturm” which feature in “Goobye Lenin!”- the film we study 
for our A-level course. We tested our German speaking skills and independence after getting lost on the way home - which we 
managed to overcome by asking a tram driver, eventually finding our way home.  
 

The next morning, we had planned to go to the East Side Gallery on the remains of the Berlin wall. The division and reunification of 
Germany features in our A-level course as well. The different artworks showed the struggles of life in the DDR behind the wall.  
 

After the gallery we decided to go on a boat tour along the river Spree where we learnt about the Reichstag, Marie-Elisabeth Lüders’ 
Building (the German Government Building) and much more. The tour highlighted how the river acted as part of the wall between east 
and west Berlin.  
 

Afterwards, we travelled to the Allied Museum to meet the rest of the school group and learn about how the Allies dealt with the 
division, such as the Berlin Airlift during the Blockade. 
 

Izzy Holmes 

On day three we visited several historical sites to 
help improve out understanding of the Cold War 
section in our course. We visited the ‘Bernauer 
Straße’ Berlin Wall Memorial which extends along 
1.4 km of the former border strip. This was 
particularly interesting as, unlike the East Side 
Gallery, we were able to see the full extent of the 
Wall as it would have been in 1989, with the 
preserved grounds behind it. We then went to a 
DDR museum which was beneficial as it helped 
us understand what it was like to live in East 
Germany on day to day basis. This was useful as 
it elaborated our understanding of our A-level film 
‘Good Bye! Lenin’ and helped give us context to 
the film. We were also fortunate enough to get to 
visit a Stasi Prison, which was really interesting, 
although not pleasant, as we were able to 
understand how people who spoke out against 
the communist regime and went against the rules 
were treated. We then enjoyed dinner out in 
Berlin. 
 

Unfortunately, day four was our last day. We 
visited the Reichstag, the German parliamentary 
building, and the Brandenburg Gate. There was a 
peaceful musical protest at the time which was a 
lot of fun to experience. We then spent our last 
couple of hours in Berlin shopping on the 
Ku’damm (the Berlin Oxford Street), before 
having to make our way to the airport. 
 

Alice Mitchell O’Reilly 

Apart from really enjoying the trip and having lots of fun with my 
friends, it definitely enabled me to enhance my German skills, 
especially improving my accent and helping me ‘get the point 
across’ when I didn’t quite know exactly what to say. We faced lots 
of challenges throughout the trip, both culturally and linguistically, 
for example, getting lost on public transport - something we had to 
overcome by asking train drivers and members of the public where 
we were and how we could get to the place we needed to be. This, 
therefore, improved my confidence in speaking German as it was a 
necessary boundary that I had to overcome in conversing with the 

native people.  

As well as improving my conversational German, the trip heightened 
my understanding of German culture, a skill that I will need for my A
-level course. We are currently studying the film “Good Bye, Lenin!”, 
directed by Wolfgang Becker, which majoritively takes place in the 
city of Berlin in the years before 1989 and the “Mauerfall” (fall of the 
Berlin Wall). We were able to visit the “Weltzeithuhr” (World time 
clock) which is featured throughout the film as well as the 
“Fernsehturm” (TV tower) which, during the course of the film, has a 
lot of symbolical meaning. We also went to many historical sites, 
including the Allied Museum and the Stasi prison which gave us an 

insight into life in the DDR (East Germany).  

Overall, I am so pleased that I went on the trip as I now not only feel 
more confident speaking German, but I have a deeper 
understanding of German culture and how the German people lived 
in divided Berlin. Finally, we could not have had such a great trip 
without the much-appreciated help from Mrs Yates who encouraged 

us to immerse ourselves into city life in Berlin.  

Daisy Laing 
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Itinerary 
Wednesday 26th June 
 Flight to Tegel airport, Berlin 
 Lunch in historic Potsdammer Platz 
 Walking tour in central Berlin including: Holocaust Memorial & 
 Hitler’s bunker.  
 Hotel in old East Berlin, near Alexanderplatz 
 

Thursday 27th June 
 Coach to, and tour of, Sachsenhausen 
 concentration camp  
 Visit to 1936 Olympic Stadium 
 Tour of Allied Museum celebrating the Berlin 
 Airlift 1948 
 Dinner in town and evening view of Berlin from 
 top of the TV Tower 
 

Friday 28th June 
 Tour of last remaining complete section of the Berlin Wall at 
 Bernauer Strasse 
 Visit to Museum of East German life 
 Tour of ex-Stasi (East German Secret Police) Prison 
 Evening ten pin bowling in Alexanderplatz 
 

Saturday 29th June 
 Walking tour of central Berlin including: Brandenburg Gate, Unter den Linden & Reichstag building 
 Shopping on the Ku’damm 
 Flight back from Tegel to Heathrow 

My trip to Berlin was very educational but fun. We learnt a lot 
about the Berlin Wall and the Cold War in a short period of 
time. We were able to have an enjoyable time with our friends, 
go out for meals and even go shopping on some days. My 
favourite part was the bowling in the evening but I found the 
Stasi prison very interesting. 
Felicity Sharpner  

History Trip to Berlin - Year 10  

The Berlin trip was by far my favourite trip so far at Presdales. 
I learned so much as well as having fun with my friends – 
which for me is the perfect mix. From bowling to the Berlin 
Wall we experienced it all. This trip will be remembered for 
years as will the memories and fun experience. I encourage 
younger students to go on this trip when they are in Year 10. 
They will not regret it. 
Helena Weblin 

I thoroughly enjoyed the Berlin trip. For someone who 
loves learning about history, in particular World War 
One and World War Two, this trip gave me even more 
of an insight into these events. I loved going to the 
actual sites of significant events such as the Berlin 
Wall and the concentration camp, as, although this was 
very emotional, it will help us all to understand and 
associate what we saw with our lessons. 
Amelia Acheson 

My history trip to Berlin was very enjoyable. We learnt 
about the hardship Berlin and Germany faced in the 
20th century. It was my favourite trip I’ve been on since 
I’ve been at Presdales. I enjoyed the freedom we had 
on the trip and how the trip was well organised. I would 
highly recommend this trip to younger students who 
are thinking of taking up History for GCSE because 
this trip is an added bonus.    
Olivia Wareham 

The GCSE History trip to Berlin was the best Presdales school 
trip I have ever been on. I learnt so much about the topics of 
Hitler & Weimar Germany and the Cold War. We visited many 
historical sites and many interesting museums. My favourite 
part was seeing the Berlin Wall and visiting a concentration 
camp. 
Jess Court 
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On June 20th, the Sociology Department was delighted to welcome back Bruce 
Balden, a participant from the UP television documentary series, to come and talk 
to the Year 10 and 12 Sociology students. He talked openly about his participation 
in the series from the beginning, when he appeared in the Granada TV 
documentary series World in Action at the age of seven, right through to the latest 
series 63UP, which was first aired on ITV in June.  
Bruce discussed a wide range of issues including the impact his participation in the 
series has had on him and his family, his friendships with some of the other 
participants in the series, his relationship with the director Michael Apted and the 
logistics behind filming a longitudinal study every 7 years of his life. He also 
discussed the Jesuit dictum “Give me a child until he is seven and I will show you the man” which was quoted at the beginning of 7UP 
and subsequently in all of the UP series that have followed and whether this can be applied to his own life. Other themes and topics 
covered during his talk included class, gender, family, education, childhood, life chances and research methodology. The talk ended with 
an opportunity for students to ask Bruce some of their own questions.  
 

Sociology News 

I found it interesting to see how our attitudes towards life and 
our aspirations for the future change whilst we grow up and 
how you cannot predict your future. The UP series is an 
example of a longitudinal study which is a research project that 
follows the same group of people over a long period of time. It 
is used to study trends over time and the impacts of social 
change. I found this particular study helpful to understand 
social stratification as you may not stay in the same class that 
you were born into.  
 

Ellie Muir  

I really enjoyed Bruce Balden’s 
visit. We got to learn a lot about 
the ‘behind the scenes’ and 
filming of the series and the 
ideas behind it. 63UP links to 
our GCSE Sociology Course 
because it is an example of a 
longitudinal study and looks at 
social stratification in society. 
 

Olivia Reynolds 

We thought Bruce Balden’s visit was 
really insightful as it helped to reflect the 
idea that life courses change over time. 
We thought the UP series linked well to 
what we are learning in class as it shows 
different social classes and how your 
upbringing influences your childhood 
aspirations. 
 

Isabelle Gardiner, Lexie Bowring, 
Eleanor Stevens and Phoebe Elsey 

The problem with the programme was the producers were 
sexist towards the few women within the show.  Jackie in the 
show was very vocal about her criticisms of the questions 
she was asked.  She believed they asked her sexist questions, 
especially in 21UP. Another problem with the study is that it is 
incomplete as people have dropped out and one person has 
sadly passed away during the study. 
 

 Olivia Wareham 

There are only four girls in the programme and they are treated 
considerably differently to the rest of the boys. Additionally, there 
does seem to be tendency to go back to past experiences of the 
participants, in a way that almost mirrors labelling, for example 
through the types of questions asked.  It was as if the producers 
prescribed a role to the participants and included images that fitted 
their crafted storyline. 
 

Lorna Ferguson  

On 24th June the Year 12 Travel and Tourism BTEC students took a 
trip to Paradise Wildlife Park to learn about their business structure 
and competitive advantage. We were treated to an inspirational talk 
by Aaron who is a member of the family who owns PWP. Aaron was 
able to convey his passion for conservation and the students learnt so 
much about how a business can work alongside a charity and help to 
preserve endangered animals for the future. He also gave us a sneak 
preview of a filming trip to Kenya which may be the basis for a TV 
documentary in the future. Our guided tour took in the latest 
animatronic attractions in the Dinosaur park as well as newly 
developed enclosures for some of their big cats, paid for by increased 
revenue due to the new Dinosaurs. Of course we all enjoyed seeing the animals themselves - who 
doesn't love a Meerkat? 
 

Mrs Dillon 

Year 12 Travel and Tourism Trip 
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