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Dear Parents/Carers 

Last Friday was 'dress-up' day for our Year 11 students. It was so pleasing that all of the 
students engaged so positively in the day by dressing up in costume. Many of the students 
had coordinated their outfits with their friends. We had traffic cones, M & Ms, 
cartoon characters, amongst others. On Wednesday of this week, our Year 11 students 
had their final assembly, culminating with the students being covered with confetti by their 
form staff. The main examinations start next week for the students and we wish them all 
the best. 
 

Thank you to all parents who have signed up to Edulink; I hope that you are finding this 
new app useful. All of the students have now been signed up and early signals from the 
students regarding their homework being set online are very positive.  
 

We are now finalising staffing for next year in preparation of writing the new timetable. We 
currently have a number of adverts on our school website. If you know anyone who 
teaches maths, DT, Russian or Italian, please direct them to our website. I don't normally 
mention recruitment in PressTales, but all schools are finding it harder to recruit staff, 
so any support is welcome.  
 

Kind regards    

Matt Warren 

Headteacher 

Headlines 

MAY 
Friday 10th & Saturday 11th : Year 9 Battlefields Trip 
W/c Monday 13th : HOUSE : Resistant Materials 
Monday 13th : GCSE Exams begin 
Monday 13th : Year 10 RE GCSE (1) 
Thursday 16th : Piano Concert, 6pm 
Friday 17th : Year 13 Leavers’ Day 
w/c Monday 20th : HOUSE : Rounders 
Monday 20th : A level exams begin 
Monday 20th : Year 10 RE GCSE (2) 
Monday 20th : Year 12 Geography King’s Cross Day 
Thursday 23rd : Year 10 RE GCSE (3) 
Friday 24th : Non-uniform Charity Day 
Friday 24th : Year 13 Prom 
Tuesday 28th to Friday 31st : Half Term 

JUNE 

Monday 3rd to Friday 14th : Years 9, 10  and 12 exams 
Thursday 13th : Year 8 HPV2 vaccinations 
Monday 17th to Friday 28th : Years 7 and 8 exams 
Wednesday 19th : Inset Day 
Wednesday 19th : Year 11 Celebration Evening  
Friday 21

st
 : Year 12 Geography King’s Cross Day 2 

Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th : New Sixth Form Induction 
Monday 24th : Year 12 Poems of the Decade Conference in London 
Tuesday 25th : Launch meeting for students for World Challenge Long Haul 2021 
Wednesday 26th to Saturday 29th : Years 10 & 12 Berlin History Trip 
Wednesday 26th : Year 9 Geography Trip to Epping Forest 
Wednesday 26th : National Public Exams Contingency Date 
Thursday 27th : Year 9 Learn4Living Day 
Friday 28th : District Sports  

Upcoming Events 

The full school calendar 
can be viewed by 

clicking here. 

Please click here for 
the PE fixtures. 

https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/events-calendar/
https://presdales.herts.sch.uk/pe-fixture-list/
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 A level Surgeries / Clinics 2019 

- Please click here for timetable. 

 GCSE History Revision Guides 

- We have secured a few more copies. They are available to purchase for £10 for 

4 guides and will be sold on a first come, first served basis until they have gone.  

 GCSE Sociology Revision and Practice Book available to purchase for £4. 

 Year 10 GCSE History study visit to Berlin (June 2019) - The balance was due by 4th March 2019. 

 Poetry conference at Friends House, London (Monday 24th June) - A Level Literature Students. Voluntary contribution of £22 

to cover the cost of the conference. Train fare needs to be purchased on the day.  

 Bronze DofE Award Program 2018-19 - The balance is now very overdue. 

 Year 8 Opal Coast French Trip (July 2019) - The final balance was due by 22nd March 2019. 

 Urbania (July 2019) - If you are following the payment schedule, £800 should have been paid for this trip. The final payment of 

£100 is due by 3 June 2019. 

 Iceland (October 2019) - Payment schedule: £200 deposit paid. £200 was due in April, 2nd instalment of £200 due May, £200 

due June and £150 due in July. 

 Russia (October 2019) - The next instalment of £150 was due by 1st May 2019. 

 Ski (February 2020) - There are still a few places available. If you would like your daughter or son to participate, please send in 

the permission slip with the deposit of £150. If your son/daughter has secured a place, WisePay is now open to make monthly 
instalments.  

 Barbados Netball Tour (April 2020) - Total cost is £1555 per student. Payment schedule: £150 deposit. 1st instalment of £150 

was due by 22nd March. We strongly suggest that a minimum monthly instalment of £114.10 is made on the 1st of each month 
with February 2020 being the last payment. 

Trips and Reminders 

Congratulations to the following forms 
who have achieved the highest number of 
reward points this half term: 

Rewards 

7NW    8EW     9LB      10SM      11TH      6DS 

Our fifth and final non-uniform day of this 
academic year is being held on Friday 24th May 
2019. Again, 50% of the money raised will go to 
supporting  Fanconi Hope and the other 50% 
will be spent directly on our students, as 
determined by our Student Council. We would 
like everyone to take part and to make a 
voluntary £2.00 donation (or more if you would 

like to contribute as a family). 

We would be grateful if donations could be 
returned to Mrs Eyre in the School Office in an 
envelope marked with your daughter’s / son’s 
name and form group. We would welcome the 

donation before the 24th if possible, please. 

Thank you in advance. 

Non-uniform Day  
  

http://sixthform.presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/A%20level%20Surgeries%202019.pdf
https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
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Presdales Senior Student Team 2019-2020 

Being chosen to be Head Girl here at Presdales is something 
that I never would have imagined - yet here we are. 
 

I am currently studying Italian, Modern History and 
Government & Politics and hope to pursue these subjects at 
university. The support and encouragement that I’ve received 
from my teachers, enabling me to be in the lucky position I am 
today when thinking of the future, is immense and so I would 
like to do my part in helping others too, showing that anyone 
can achieve their goals.  
 

Outside of lessons, I have always enjoyed being involved in 
non-curricular activities such as performing annually in 
“Presdales Rocks” , taking part in the Bar Mock Trial 
competition in the lovely city of Edinburgh, and even being 
signed up by my friends for the 1500 metre run on Sports Day 
(which I can confirm was definitely a one off!). 
 

I am looking forward to working with the rest of the years, 
bringing everyones’ ideas together to ensure the school and 
the students gain the best possible outcome in the upcoming 
academic year. 
 

Olivia Grace Bacon 

I am extremely excited to be this year’s Deputy Head Girl, and I 
am looking forward to representing the school in the year 
ahead. I am currently studying maths, geography and 
psychology and would love to continue to study psychology to 
degree level.  
 

Throughout my time at Presdales, since year 7, I have had the 
opportunity to develop both in and out of the class room with a 
wide variety of extra-curricular activities; for example, I am 
currently writing an EPQ, I have just finished the community 
sports leader qualification, I help in a year 7 maths class once a 
week and I performed in the annual dance evening. The diverse 
range of opportunities Presdales has offered are not only highly 
fulfilling as they’ve allowed me to achieve both academically 
and socially, but I have also thoroughly enjoyed them all.  
 

As Deputy Head Girl, I am really looking forward to ensuring 
everyone makes the most of the opportunities Presdales has to 
offer, and working with the senior team to continue the 
interconnection within our school to enhance the friendly and 
well-developed community that is Presdales.  
 

Freya Campbell 

Deputy Head Girl - Freya Campbell Head Girl - Grace Bacon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
    

Heads of House 

Senior Students 

Kiera Murphy  Maddie Richardson Holly Bourdon            Imogen Raphael Jessica Pryke                   Tilly Cooper            

Pankhurst  Curie  Parks 

Harvey Aylott  Holly Jackson  Ashleigh Cook 

     

Frank  Nightingale  Windsor 

Alicia Fautrero-Sayer  Grace Chapman  Georgia Kettas 



 

Holly spent the day at 
the SPD Research & 
Development office. 
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Elodie spent the day 
with mum at Mile 
End and the Royal 
London Hospital in 
East London. She 
had the opportunity 
to interview different 
members of the 
Respiratory 
Team.....Physiotherapists, Respiratory 
Physiologist, Clinical Pharmacist, ward clerk, 
clinical nurse specialist, Paramedics, ward 
manager, Doctor, home oxygen lead and last , but 
by no means least, one of our Bengali speaking 
rehab support workers. Elodie learnt a lot about 
communication skills, how staff manage patients 
from diagnosis to end of life, how individuals and 
teams support each other with the stresses and 
strains of working in a healthcare environment. 
After a 05:30 start, Elodie was exhausted, but 
thrilled to have had such an eye-opening day.  
The photo is of Elodie having her vital 
observations checked out by a paramedic.  

Year 8 Take Your Daughter to Work Day 

Year 8 Careers - Inspiring young dreamers to dream 
big! 
 

As part of our Careers Education programme, Year 8 
students had the opportunity to find out more about the 
world of work in the celebration of “Take Your Daughter 
To Work Day” on Thursday 25th April 2019. There were 
a variety of workplaces visited including Hospitals, 
Schools, Businesses and even a visit to the Financial 
Times.  
 

What did they learn from the day? 
 

“Seeing relationships between the staff and the children, the way the children 
enjoyed their learning environment and how welcoming all the staff and children 

were towards me” 
 

“I saw people using teamwork and being supportive to everyone’s ideas” 
 

“I learnt about being patient, showing respect and being more confident” 
 

“I used a lot of computer skills and I was very useful as the people there couldn’t 
use computers very well” 

 

“I loved this day because it was really different from a normal day at school and 
I would definitely do it again” 

 

Thank you to all the Year 8 parents that gave up their time willingly to make this 
such a great experience for the students. 
 

Julie Stephenson 
Careers Lead 

Amelia 
spent the 
day with her 
mum 
preparing 
flowers for 
weddings 
that 
weekend at 
Jane Maples 
Flowers in 
Hertford. 

Brooke went to 
work at Tui for 
the day with 
her mum.  

Darcey went to Knebworth 
Dental Practice for the day 
with her dad. 

Lottie went to the 
family business 
Fishpools Ltd 
(owned by 
grandfather and 
uncle and 
celebrating 120 
years in business 
this year). 
 

She worked in the Visual Merchandising 
department and also helped out in the 
Linens and thoroughly enjoyed her day! 

Here are some pictures of 
Betsy during her day at 
work with her dad. She 
started off on a photo shoot 
where she watched the 
makeup artists and stylist 
work then talked through 
the picture edit with the 
photographer. The rest of her day was spent at the 

Daily Mail office in London watching her dad make a layout using the 
pictures from the shoot. 



 

This is Evie outside 
ThirtyThree with 
her dad.  
 

Below is Evie 
learning all about 
film editing from 
one of 
ThirtyThree’s 
Editors. 
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Evelyn went to work with 
mum who works as a 
senior underwriter in 
QBEs UK and Ireland 
team based in the main 
London office, Plantation 
Place. 
 

As well as spending time 
here, she also visited 
the QBE box in Lloyd’s 
of London. 

Millie worked with her dad at 
the RAF museum in Hendon 
setting up a marquee and 
helping with the events side 
of parties. 

Here is Maddison at Airbus 
Defence and Space in Stevenage. 

Ami went 
to her 
father’s 
work, 
Mitsubishi 
Electric. 

 

Rosie spent the day at 
Heath Mount School. 
She painted shelves, 
used a nail gun and a 
mechanical jigsaw with 
her dad in the afternoon 
after spending the 
morning in the classroom 
with her mum. 

Lydia at GSK 
with her 
mum. 

Alexis went to Ridgeway 
Academy with her dad, 
Mike Broad, who is Head 
of Humanities there. She 
is pictured here with the 
Head (left) and her dad 
(right). 

Isabella outside 
the Capital 
central offices in 
London. Isabella 
went to work 
along with her 
dad, Paul 
Abraham 
(Director of 
Customer and 
Digital 
Services).   

Jessica went to work at 
Lee Valley VeloPark and 
Lee Valley Riding Centre 
with her Mum  - pictured 
here with one of the 
Instructors at the Riding 
Centre. 

Ruby went to work with 
step dad at Square One 
Resources in the city 
(an IT recruitment 
company). 

Maisy 
attended the 
Houses of 
Parliament 
with Dad. 
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Since March 2017, there has been a new and simpler model of quality assurance for careers 
education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) in England, which is called the Quality in Careers 
Standard (QiCS).  
 

Since September 2018 the Quality in Careers Standard has been revised to fully incorporate the 
Gatsby Foundation’s Benchmarks of “Good Career Guidance”.  
 

The latest statutory guidance states that ‘the Standard offers an opportunity for schools to undergo an 
external evaluation of their careers programme’ and the Government ‘strongly recommends that all schools work towards the updated 
Quality in Careers Standard to support the development of their careers programme.’  
 

This means that any school achieving the QiCS will have Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance which meets an 
excellent, nationally-recognised standard. 
 

As a school, we are now progressing through the standards in order to achieve QiCs by September 2020. 
 

This might involve external input from local businesses, alumni and parents, and so I might be contacting you during the year for some 
support in this award.  
 

For more information about our careers programme please go to our website.  
 

Julie Stephenson, Careers Lead 

Quality in Careers Standard - Investor in Careers 

Just before the Easter break, 
some of our Year 12 French 
Students welcomed their French 
partners for the return leg of the 
Sixth Form French Exchange. As 
soon as they were reunited at 
Luton Airport, all the initial nerves 
immediately disappeared and a 
very busy weekend ensued. Our 
families really looked after their 
French visitors, organising many 
activities such as cruising on the 
Thames, shopping trips to 
London and the inevitable, and 
eagerly awaited, visit to Primark! 
(French teenagers love Primark 
as there are very few stores in 
France)  
 

For most of the week, the French students attended normal 
lessons at Presdales as the aim of the Sixth Form Exchange is 
to be immersed in the life of the host partner. However, on 
Tuesday, we all spent the day in Cambridge, discovering the 
historical past of this prestigious University city during our 
guided tour. It is worth mentioning that Tuesday was the only 
day when it rained, with the rain becoming quite heavy the 
minute we set foot on our punts and easing off as soon as we 
got off!  
 

I would like to thank Anne Favre, my French colleague from the 
lycée La Colinière in Nantes, for her continued efforts in 
cementing a very positive and rich working relationship and I am 
also very grateful to all the parents for being so welcoming and 
caring with our French visitors. I hope this year will be the 
beginning of a long and happy exchange between our Year 12 
students and their partners. 
 

Christel Ainge 

Sixth Form French Exchange 
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On the last day of the Spring term, six Year 12 Italian A level students went 
to the Oxford Literary Festival with Mrs Stewart and Ms Jennings to hear an 
interview with Alessandro D’Avenia.  

Alessandro D’Avenia is a best-selling Italian author from Palermo, Sicily, 
also a secondary school teacher in Milan. His first book, Bianca come il 
latte, rossa come il sangue (White as milk, red as blood), has been 
translated into 23 different languages and made into a film. At the festival 
he was presenting his third book, Ciò che inferno non è, which has recently 
been published in an English translation, What hell is not.  

The author was interviewed by Oxford lecturer and tutor at Keble College, Teresa 
Franco. Alessandro began by reading a passage in Italian and then in English, 
choosing to focus on the moment when his RE teacher and local priest, Don Pino 
Puglisi, lay dying in the road after being shot by the Mafia. Alessandro works 
through the five regrets most people have when they die. Exceptionally, Don Pino 
had none of these regrets. He died with a smile on his face and even compassion 
for his attackers. He understood the community, Brancaccio, in Sicily, where they 
grew up. He understood the “hell” of growing up in the stranglehold of the Mafia. 
He had devoted everything to loving the children and their families there in an 
attempt to show them a different way of living, or “what hell is not”. Alessandro was 
drawn into the community when Don Pino invited him, then a 17-year old boy, to 

come and lend a hand in running activities for the children during his 
summer holiday. What hell is not is Alessandro’s portrayal of his own 
story and his encounters with Don Pino. The inspirational teacher and 
priest is the reason Alessandro himself became a teacher.  

Throughout the interview our students had the excellent side-benefit of 
listening to the beautiful music of the Italian language being spoken, testing their own 
comprehension and then listening to the translation given by the interpreters. It was a 
fascinating insight into this linguistic skill and process. 

The content of the reading and discussion was very moving and thought-provoking. 
Our Head Girl, Grace Bacon, had already read the English translation before 
attending. She said “I haven’t been this engrossed in a book in a long time!” and is 
now reading the original in Italian. Other students bought the book following the 
interview, and were treated to a personal book-signing and chat with our new 
favourite Italian author! 

Reasons for Alessandro D’Avenia’s success include the real-life experiences and 
questions he addresses in his books, classic and classical themes and stories he 
weaves into his work, and his heart for young people. Indeed his first three books all 
focus on a (different) teenage main character, navigating relatable personal issues 
in their secondary school years. These first three books are: Bianca come il latte, 
rossa come il sangue (available in an English translation entitled: White as silence, 

red as song ), Cose che nessuno sa (Things nobody knows) and Ciò che inferno 
non è (What hell is not). They are all available from The Italian Bookshop or 
Amazon, and I would wholeheartedly recommend each, whether or 
not you are studying Italian!  

There will be some adult readers who have studied Italian, perhaps 
with Enrica Loi, and I know she would give her recommendation 
also. We discussed the publication of this third book and the town of 
Palermo, Sicily, where it is set, when she was still working at 
Presdales. You will also enjoy using your Italian to read the column 
Alessandro D’Avenia writes every Monday for the Corriere della 
Sera. Find it online directly, or via my weekly retweet if you follow my 
Italian Twitter account, @presdaliani. 

So much to enjoy with la dolce lingua!                            

Ms Jennings 

D’Avenia Heaven at the Oxford Literary Festival 

The trip to Oxford to meet the 
wonderful Allessandro 

D’avenia was excellent! 

Having quickly read his book 
the night before it was 
fascinating to hear about his 
insight of the story and why 
he wrote it, based on true 
stories about the Italian 
Mafia. Having him do the talk 
in Italian with a translator 
beside was also really 
interesting and surprised us 
all as to how much we could 
actually understand. I will 
definately be reading more of 

his books now! 

Grace Bacon (Head Girl) 

I thought our visit to see 
Alessandro D'Avenia was 
incredibly useful as it 
meant that we were able to 
put into practice our Italian 
listening and translation 
skills. I think we were all 
quite surprised and 
pleased at the amount of 
the talk we understood 
without the interpreter. 
Overall, it was very 
insightful- for me 
particularly as I was able to 
see an interpreter in 
action! 
 

Amber Dunstan 
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Well done to all of our Year 12 Fine Art students 
who have just completed their 10 hour exam. They 
all produced amazing studies based on their 
portfolio themes. Here is a selection.  

Year 12 Fine Art Exam 

News from Art and Photography  
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Our Year 12 & 13 Art and Photography 
students enjoyed 4 days in sunny Barcelona 
this Easter. We visited Sagrada Familia, Parc 
Guell, Barcelona Aquarium, Las Ramblas and 
Casa Batllo as well as many other beautiful 
sites. They have all returned afresh with 
inspiring resources for their next project. Well 
done to everyone that came for your excellent 
behaviour and thanks to Mrs Wall and Mrs 
Sykes for all your outstanding 
help.  

Mrs Francis 

Art and Photography Trip 
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Recently, our Year 10 GCSE pupils completed a 
10 hour exam based on Sweets. They produced 
two observational studies each and here are a 
small selection of their coloured pieces. Well 
done to everyone! We are all so proud of you.  

Year 10 Summer Exam 
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The girls 
were 
amazing.... 
great energy 
and team 
work all 
round... we 
finished 5th 
overall - the 
winners of 
the tournament being the first team we played losing 1-0 (in 
the last 2 seconds of the game)! 

PE News 

Well done to 
both the Year 
11 and Sixth 
Form rounders teams who competed at 
the Senior Rounders tournament last 
week.  

 

The Year 11’s came 4th and the Sixth 
Formers came 1st winning all their games!  
 

Congratulations girls! 

Rounders 

Well done to our Year 7 & 8 and 
9 & 10 Tennis teams who played 
extremely well vs Queenswood 
School in their first league game 
of the season.  
 

Unfortunately, both teams lost 4-2 
overall.  
 

However, great effort in a 
competition we entered for the 
first time. Some tight tie-breaks 
could have swung it the other 
way!  
 

Star Players were Charlotte Slack 
and Evie Reilly. 

Last weekend, Amelia Middleton 
(Year 11), won a bronze medal in 
the 2019 British Youth 

Championships girls U16 foil fencing. Amelia was selected 
to represent the London region at this National 
Competition. Congratulations Amelia, this is a brilliant 
accomplishment. Well done!  

U15s East Regional Handball Finals  

Just before the Easter holidays, we had 
our first home football match against 
John Warner and the girls did brilliantly! 
The Year 7's won 7-0 and the Year 8's 
won 2-0. We were also a player short in 
Year 8 so they played 7 v 8, their score 
being even more impressive. Both 
teams were fantastic: keeping their 
positions, incisive passing, great 
movement, good marking and tackling 
and excellent finishing. Well done girls! 

Fencing  

Tennis 

Last weekend, 
Charlotte (Year 8) won 
an 16U Grade 4 
Tennis Tournament at 
Thetford LTC. Well 
done! 

Football 

Amélie (Year 11) recently attended 
the U.K.F.M. National Finals with 
her troupe, Capricorn Majorettes of 

Hoddesdon. She entered several competitions including solos 
and groups and walked away with an impressive 10 first 
places, 2 second places and 1 runner up. Her success was 
combined with the points she had earned in 
regional competitions throughout the 
season and she was awarded the overall 
twirler award in her age group! This means 
that she is considered the best twirler in the 
Senior Twirler category this year which is 
very impressive considering she competed 
in many classifications for the first time this 
year! Well done Amélie, this is fantastic!  

Well played to the 
Year 7 and 8 football 
team who recently 
played a combined 
11-a-side match 
against Simon Balle. 
They unfortunately 
lost 0-9 but the girls 
put in 100% effort for 
the whole game. We 
are super proud of 
your resilience girls, 
well done!  

At the weekend, 6 
Presdales girls (Maddie, 
Maggie, Holly, Emily, Jess 
and Charlotte ) played in the 
RFU U15 Girls National Cup 
final representing Welwyn Rugby Club. The competition started at 
the start of the rugby season with 98 teams from all over the 
country and culminated in a final between Welwyn RFC and 
Barkers Butts RFC. With a score of 12-12 at half-time it was 
anyone's match but, unfortunately, Barkers Butts won through in 
the end. Fantastic effort from all the girls who showed 
determination, commitment and true sportsmanship throughout. 
The girls should all be extremely proud of this huge achievement. 
Well done girls, what a fantastic achievement to get to the 
National Cup Final. Congratulations on your silver medals! 

Rugby 

Over the Easter holidays, 3 
Presdales students -
Hermione, Izzy (both Year 

10) and Ella (Year 11) - took part in the U16 Hockey 
National Finals with their hockey club Southgate. 
Overall, they came 7th in the country, which is a huge 
achievement! Well done! 

Majorettes 

Hockey 
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Presdales School 

Hoe Lane 

Ware 

Hertfordshire  

SG12 9NX    

 

 
Email: admin@presdales.herts.sch.uk 
 

Tel: 01920 462 210 

2nd STEM Returners programme for returning Electrical Engineers 
with BT in Hertfordshire 

 

Have you taken a career break from an engineering or a technical 
sector and wish to return? Are you working below your experience in 
a different sector? Do you have an engineering or technical degree 
that you aren’t using? Do you just wish to transfer sectors but don’t 
have any experience? If so this could be the opportunity for 
you!  After the unprecedented success of the first programme where 
100% of returners were offered permanent roles, we are currently 
sourcing candidates for the 2nd BT ‘STEM Returners’ programme, a 
13 week, fully paid and supported return to work programme starting 
in June 2019 in Hertfordshire.  All candidates will also have the 
opportunity to obtain a permanent role at the end of the 
programme.  No career break is too long, register to return to STEM 
today! For more information please visit www.stemreturners.com or 

email hello@stemreturners.com. 

mailto:admin@presdales.herts.sch.uk
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stemreturners.com&e=2443b848&h=adaa2821&f=y&p=y
mailto:hello@stemreturners.com

