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Dear Parents/Carers 

Whilst it now seems a blur, I trust that you and your families had a restful and enjoyable Christmas and New year. 
 

On Monday of this week, we held our Year 11 and Year 13 mock results day where the students received, in sealed envelopes, their 
mock results and predictions for the summer exams. The reaction from the students was very positive, as has been their attitude since. 
The next term and a half is very busy, with the final push towards the exams in May. For some, the mock results day was a celebration 
of the hard work they have been putting in, and for others it was a wake up call. The key message from the school, which I would like 
you to reiterate to your children, is that it is not too late to make a difference. If our students are systematic, dedicated, and really want to 
do well then the environment is here for them to do so. In the assemblies before the students received their results, we stressed the 
importance of effort, seeking advice and taking time out. There is no hiding from the fact that the next term and a half will bring increased 
stress, it happens every year and in every school. Whilst we do want the students to get the best results that they can, this has to be 
measured against their well-being. 
 

Thank you to all of the parents who came to the Year 11 parents' evening last night. The attendance was just under 100%, which is very 
pleasing. It was a pleasure to hear so many positive conversations taking place, and also to meet and talk to many parents. 
 

I am pleased to say that, following intensive interviews before Christmas, six of our students have successfully gained an offer from 
either Oxford (2) or Cambridge (4). This is the highest number of students anyone can remember from Presdales in one year. 
 

This week, we had a first glimpse of our new school website that is currently being built. Whilst still in the early stages of design, we 
were very impressed and look forward to it's launch sometime later this academic year. 
 

Kind regards    

Matt Warren 

Headteacher 

Congratulations to the following forms who have achieved the highest number of 
reward points this term: 

Headlines 

Rewards 

7LG     8GP     9EC      10SM      11EF      6DS 

JANUARY 

 Tuesday 22nd : Years 12 and 13 Russian Trip: Queen of Spades Evening 

 Thursday 24th : Year 13 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

 Thursday 24th : Year 13 Geography : Tim Marshall Talk at Queenswood School 

 Friday 25th : Year 7 Globe Theatre Trip 

 Wednesday 30th : Year 10 Design Museum Trip 

 Thursday 31st : Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

FEBRUARY 

 Wednesday 6th : Parent Information Evening for World Challenge to Norway 2020, 6.30pm NEW 
DATE 

 Thursday 5th : Year 9 Options Evening 

 Wednesday 6th : Year 13 Visit to Sanger Institute, Cambridge 

 Thursday 7th : Intermediate Maths Challenge 

 Friday 15th : Non-uniform Day 

 Friday 15th to Friday 22nd : Ski Trip 

 Monday 18th to Friday 22nd : Half Term 

 Wednesday 27th : Year 10 Science in Action Trip 

 Thursday 28th : Year 10 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

 

Upcoming Events 

The full school calendar can 
be viewed by clicking here. 

Please click here 
for the PE fixtures. 

 W/c 21st January : Hockey 

 W/c 28th January : LingoFest 

 W/c 11th February : Music 

 W/c 25th February : Benchball 

Upcoming House Events 

http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/calendar/overview.aspx
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/calendar/overview/pe-fixtures-2018-2019.aspx
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 GCSE German Revision Guide and Workbook available to purchase for £5. 

 GCSE Spanish Revision Guide and Workbook available to purchase for £5. 

 GCSE Geography Revision Guide available to purchase for £5.50. 

 GCSE History Revision Guides: We have secured a few more copies. They are available to purchase for £10 for 4 guides 

and will be sold on a first come, first served basis until they have gone.  

 Ski Trip (February) - The full balance is now due. Please make any outstanding payments as a matter of urgency. 

 Year 10 Science in Action Trip (February) - Please make a voluntary contribution of £35. 

 Year 12 and 13 Art and Photography Trip to Barcelona (April 2019) - The final payment is due by 24th January. 

 Year 10 GCSE History study visit to Berlin (June 2019) - The next instalment of £125 is due. 

 Bronze DofE Award Program 2018-19 - The balance is due by 25th January 2019. 

 Year 9 Spanish Trip to Cantabria (July 2019) - A few places still available. A non-refundable deposit of £100 is required to 

secure the place.  

 Year 8 Opal Coast French Trip (July 2019) - The next instalment of £100 was due by 14th January. The final balance is due by 

22nd March 2019. 

 Years 9, 10 and 12 Italian Trip to Urbania (July 2019) - The next instalment is due by 4th February. The final balance is due by 

3rd June 2019. 

 Presdales School Choir Tour (July 2019) - An instalment was due by 7th January 2019. The final balance is due by 29th March 

2019. 

 Years 9 & 10 German Exchange 2019 (September 2019) - Please return the slip and pay the deposit by Friday 16th January. 

 Barbados Netball Sport Tour (April 2020) - Places still available. An initial deposit of £150 is required.  

Trips and Reminders 

News from Languages 

On Monday 7th January, the day after Epiphany, a number of Year 7 groups found out about 
the tradition of “la Galette des Rois” during their French lessons. As many of our students 
now know, “La Galette des Rois” is enjoyed by French people on the day of Epiphany and  a 
“fève” (a sort of charm/coin) is hidden in it. Whoever gets the slice with the “fève” is crowned 
King or Queen for the day. The recipe was shared and many Year 7 students have been 
busy this week creating crowns and making the galette at home.  

 

Here is the recipe, as well as a few photos of 
the beautifully creative crowns. I was 
particularly impressed with the efforts of Erin 
Shiel and Izzy Stewart in 7Q who created a 
six minute video of their galette-making 
efforts. I definitely declare the two of them the 
“Queens” of this year’s “fête des rois”!  
 

Year 7 have certainly kept me very busy with 
giving out Stars, R1s and R2s this week! 
 

Christel Ainge 

La Fête des Rois 

https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
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Congratulations to our Year 13 Fine Art students for creating excellent mock exam 
pieces. There was a wide variety of subject matter and media used with great skill and 
inspiration.  
 

Well done from all the Art staff.  

News from Art and Photography 
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Here are some of the more recent pieces the 
photography students have been creating. The 
standard of work continues to increase; keep up the 
hard work - its paying off.  
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Last weekend at the karate national 
championships, Ada (Year 7) won 
bronze in the individual category and 
gold in the team event! She will also 
be getting her black belt in the May 
half term!                 
 

Congratulations Ada!  

PE News 

Karate 

Last week, the University of 
Essex Outreach team led a 
Exercise Physiology and 

Metabolism workshop to our A Level PE students which is part 
of their A Level PE specification. They took part in the multi-
stage fitness test where they wore heart rate monitors. Phoebe 
also wore a £15,000 K4 mask to measure her VO2 max! 
Afterwards they discussed topics such as energy expenditure, 
physiological testing and the practical applications of data 
collected from the multi-stage fitness test. 

On 24th December, Charlotte (Year 8) and 
her partner won the U14 Grade 3 regional 
tennis tournament in Purley, Surrey, 
beating some tough opposition. Also, 
Charlotte played two very tough matches 
at the U12 Grade 2 Nationals in Bolton 
but, unfortunately, did not make it into the 
main draw. She is now working towards 
the next one in February, which will be her 
last one before she moves up in April to 
U14. Well done Charlotte!  

Tennis 

A Level PE 

Well done to both of the year 7 
netball teams who have been in 
action twice this term already. 

They played Goffs last week when the A team unfortunately lost 
their game 20-14. The star player was Violet Faber. The B team 
won their game 20-2 and the player of the match was Ella 
Gardner. 
 
This week they played against Chauncy. The A team won 14-3 and 
the star player was Eliza Pettit. The B team won 15-0 and the star 
player was Jemima Cox. 

Netball 

During the Christmas Holidays,  
Madeline (Year 12) and Jody (Year 
13) travelled to Blackpool to attend 

Champions of Tomorrow 2019 at the Winter Gardens.  
 
Madeline and her partner, Ethan, 
came third in U35 Novice Ballroom 
and, for Latin, they were in a 
harder and much larger category 
of U35 Intermediate, which was 
the largest in the adult section, 
with 29 couples. They were, 
therefore, delighted to come 4th! 
 

Jody and her partner 
achieved 6th in Novice 
Latin and 4th in 
Beginners Ballroom!  
 
A massive well done to 
both of you. These are 
brilliant achievements! 

Ballroom 

Well done to the U14 
Hockey team who won 7-0 
against Beaumont this 
week. Wonderful final game 
of the league. As we won all 
our games, we are now through to the semi-finals! 

Hockey 

Following feedback from the Sports 
Council, we are trying to get girls 
football up and running! The club is 

on a Monday after school 3.30-4.30pm for Years 7 and 8 
(beginners and footballers welcome!). We are starting to arrange 
some fixtures so please attend if you would like to be part of the 
team.  

A reminder that the fitness suite is 
open everyday before school 7:40-
8:25am for all year groups. Just 

sign up at the PE office. There is a treadmill, cross trainer, 2 
rowers and 4 bikes to be used! 

Football 

Fitness Suite 
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News from Food Technology  

 
Our Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students took part in the Tunnock’s 
Teacake Challenge on Tuesday 18th December 2018. The food styling challenge was to 
produce a plate with a focus on the presentation of a Tunnock’s Teacake.   
 

We were looking for the most stunning plate created. Marks were awarded for creativity, 
presentation, technical skills and adding balance to the plate. Our students demonstrated 
various high level skills including making their own honeycomb, fruit coulis, spun sugar 
and piping. 
 

Our top four students were Florence Hart, Alexandra Crewe, Ella Walsh and Millie 
Walford. Florence (entry shown on the right) will be entered into the national competition 
to represent Presdales and we wish her all the best.  

Tunnock’s Teacake Challenge 
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