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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Thank you to those who were able to attend our Christmas Fayre last Friday. The event 
was a huge success, with so many stalls designed and arranged by the students; 
varying from glitter tattoos, who can eat a donut the quickest, picking up boxes with a 
robot made by students to having your nails painted (I had to decline this one!). The 
event raised over £3000 for the PTA. We are extremely grateful for the time and effort 
that the PTA put into organising this event.  

This week, we say goodbye to Ms Hobbs, who is going on maternity leave. Our best 
wishes go to Ms Hobbs and her family at this exciting time. We welcome Mr Pickering, 
an experienced teacher of English, who will be taking over Ms Hobbs teaching. 

Earlier this week we were contacted by a member of public. They informed us that two 
of our Year 9 students, Bella and Chloe, witnessed a boy being knocked off his bicycle. 
Both of the girls then administered basic first aid and stayed with the boy until the 
ambulance arrived. We are so proud of both Bella and Chloe, who were obviously 
shaken by the incident, but managed to compose themselves and support the boy. 

Year 11 and 13 students have now started their mock examinations. We wish them all 
well and hope that the time and effort they have put into revising pays dividends. 

I would like to say thank you to all of the music staff and students who were involved in 
the recent music concert. The evening was a great success, with many students 
performing for the first time. The breadth of styles and number of different ensembles 
made for a very enjoyable evening. The school carol service will be held at St. Marys 
Church, Ware on Wednesday 19th December at 6pm and it would be lovely for the 
students if the church was full. 

Finally, a reminder that the school is closed on Friday 7th December. 

Kind regards    
Matt Warren, Headteacher 

Congratulations to 
the following forms 
who have achieved 
the highest number of 
reward points since the last edition of 
PressTales. 

Rewards 

7NW   8EW   9SC   10RM   11EF   6AH 

To receive messages by SMS or email 
when the school will be closed in severe 
weather conditions, please sign up to our 
School Closure Notification System. 
Please register at the following link:  
 

https://member.everbridge.net/index/8
92807736725489 

 

More detailed information can be found 
on our school website.  
 

We will also let you know about closure 
on our website and via InTouch. 

School Closure 

Notification System 

We are holding a consultation on our 
Admission Arrangements for 
2020/2021, specifically amending the 
definition of ‘’Rule 2 - exceptional 
social and medical reasons to attend 
Presdales School” to include children 
previously looked after by the state 
abroad. 
 

The consultation period takes place 
between 19th November 2018 and 6th 
January 2019. If you wish to make any 
comments regarding this consultation 
please email  
consultation@presdales.herts.sch.uk 
 

Full details of the Admission 
Arrangements 2020/2021 can be 
found here. 
 

The Governing Body will consider all 
comments that are put forward as 
part of the consultation. Please note 
that we do not respond to questions 
in the consultation process.  

Statutory Admissions 

Consultation 2020/2021 

Tickets are available to purchase at a cost of £3.50 per ticket. Payment can be made either as an online payment 

via Wisepay or cash (to be handed in to Mrs Eyre in an envelope marked with your son’s/daughter’s name, form 

and lunch choice).  

*If your son/daughter has Free School Meals, please log on to Wisepay and indicate meal choice* 

THE DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS IS THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER. 

ONLY CHRISTMAS LUNCH WILL BE SERVED ON THAT DAY. 

Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 19th December 

SENIOR SUPERVISORY ASSISTANT required from January 2019, 1 hour per day 
between 12.45 – 1.45pm, five days a week, term-time only. The job involves working as 
part of a team to help to supervise students around the school during the lunch break. 
Salary: £2,296 per annum including fringe. 

DINING ROOM ASSISTANT also required from January 2019, 2 hours per day between 
12.15 – 2.15pm, five days a week, term time only. The job involves working as part of a 
team to set up the dining room, supervise students during lunch and clear up after 
service. Salary: £3,902 per annum including fringe. 

Letters of application, including the names, addresses and telephone numbers of 2 
referees should be sent to Mrs M Stanley as soon as possible, please. 

Vacancies at Presdales 

Headlines 

https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489
https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/the-school/parents/school-closure-due-to-bad-weather.aspx
mailto:consultation@presdales.herts.sch.uk
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/Admission%20arrangements%20for%20Presdales%20School%20for%202020%202021%20for%20consultation.pdf
https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
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 GCSE German Revision Guide and 

Workbook available to purchase for £5. 

 GCSE Spanish Revision Guide and Workbook available to purchase for £5. 

 GCSE Geography Revision Guide available to purchase for £5.50. 

 GCSE History Revision Guides: We have secured a few more copies. They are 

available to purchase for £10 for 4 guides and will be sold on a first come, first served basis until they have gone.  

 Christmas Film Night for Years 7 and 8 (Tuesday 18th December) - Please click here for the letter. 

 Year 7 Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre Trip (Friday 25th January 2019) - Please return the slip and make the voluntary 

contribution of £33. 

 2019 Ski Trip (February 2019) - A ski hoody is available to purchase. Deadline 30th November. Please click here for the letter. 

 A Level Geography Fieldtrip (April 2019) - Places still available. An initial deposit of £100 is required.  

 Year 12 and 13 Art and Photography Trip to Barcelona (April 2019) - The next instalment of £125 due by 11th December. 

 Year 10 GCSE History study visit to Berlin (June 2019) - The next instalment of £125 is due by 10th December. 

 Bronze DofE Award Program 2018-19 - The balance is due by 25th January 2019. 

 Year 9 Spanish Trip to Cantabria (July 2019) - A few places still available. A non-refundable deposit of £100 is required to 

secure the place.  

 Presdales School Choir Tour to Austria (July 2019) - The next instalment is due by 7th December. 

 Barbados Netball Sport Tour (April 2020) - Places still available. An initial deposit of £150 is required.  

Trips and Reminders 

DECEMBER 

 Monday 3rd  to Friday 14th : Year 13 Mock Exams 

 Friday 7th : Occasional Day 

 Saturday 15th : Concert with Ware Brass, 7pm 

 Monday 17th : Speech Day (School closes at 12.30pm) 

 Wednesday 19th : Rehearsal Day for Sixth Form Revue 

 Wednesday 19th : Christmas Lunch 

 Wednesday 19th : School Carol Service, 6pm 

 Thursday 20th : Sixth Form Revue 

 Thursday 20th : Non-Uniform Day 

 Friday 21st : End of Term, 12.45pm 
JANUARY 

 Monday 7th : Term begins 

 Saturday 12th : Bronze DofE training day 

 Monday 14th : Results Day for Years 11 and 13 

 Thursday 17th : Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

 Tuesday 22nd : Years 12 and 13 Russian Trip: Queen of Spades Evening 

 Wednesday 23rd : Parent Information Evening for World Challenge to Norway 2020, 

6.30pm 

 Thursday 24th : Year 13 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

 Friday 25th : Year 7 Globe Theatre Trip 

 Wednesday 30th : Year 10 Design Museum Trip 

 Thursday 31st : Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

Upcoming Events 

Please click here for the 
PE fixtures. 

The full school calendar can be 
viewed by clicking here. 

Our second non
-uniform day of 
this academic 
year is being 
held on 
Thursday 20th 
December. Please be aware that 
again 50% of the money raised will 

go to supporting Fanconi Hope and 
the other 50% will be spent directly 
on our students as determined by our 
Student Council. We would like 
everyone to take part and to make a 
voluntary £2.00 donation (or more if 
you would like to contribute as a 
family). 

We would be grateful if donations 
could be returned to Mrs Eyre in the 
School Office in an envelope marked 
with your daughter’s / son’s name 
and form group. We would welcome 
the donation before the 20th if 
possible, please. 

Non-Uniform Day:   

20th December 

Wisepay will be closed from 21st 

December until 5th January. 

http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/Film%20Night%20letter.pdf
http://presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/hoody.pdf
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/calendar/overview/pe-fixtures-2018-2019.aspx
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/calendar/overview.aspx
https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
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Well done to everyone who entered our competition. There were 50 
entries. Congratulations to **Windsor **, who is our overall winner! 
Our teacher winner is Miss Warburton from Curie. The following 
are the individual winners from all the houses; they will each receive 
a certificate and a professional colouring set: 
Curie =   Laura Wilkinson (Year 8) 
Frank =   Thiyanu Vijayanandana (Year 8) 
Nightingale =  Emma Jane Thompson (Year 9) 
Pankhurst =  Isobel Inwood (Year 7) 
Parks =   Stephanie Moor (Year 8) 
Windsor =  Elizabeth Brand (Year 9) 

House Art ‘Creature’ Competition   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
W/c 21st January : Hockey/Football 
 
W/c 28th January : LingoFest 

Upcoming House Events 



 

Year 12 and 13 Photography are developing their ideas in 
preparation for their mock exams in January. Here are some 
of their creative outcomes.  
 

Well done from the art department; we are very impressed 
with all your hard work and commitment. 
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Photography News More artwork 

from the House 

Competition ... 
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A great afternoon at 
the 6 a-side U13 
EFL football 

tournament in Stevenage! The A team 
won 5/6 of their group games and 
therefore secured a place in the semi-final. 
They unfortunately lost the semi-final so 
came a fantastic 3rd place overall! Player 
of the tournament was Evie Martin.  
 

The B team had a tough pool and ended 
up 8th but despite this remained positive 
and in great spirits all afternoon! So proud of their resilience, well 
done girls!! Player of the tournament was Eva Cullen. 
 

Thank you also to Chloe Hudson in Year 13 who has been 
running football club and coached the girls during the tournament.  

PE News 

Football 

Well done to our U14 county cup 
team who beat Royal Masonic 
School 2-0 last week. Freezing 
cold conditions. Star player was 
Maddie Stewart scoring both goals! 

This weekend, 
Holly Martin 
(right) in Year 8 

competed in the British Gymnastics Eastern 
Counties Level 4 Tumble and Trampette 
competition and she got a silver medal in 
Tumble! Well done Holly, this is fantastic. 
 
Also over the weekend, Hannah Cavanagh 
in Year 10 competed at the British 
Gymnastics Eastern Regional Competition in 
Ipswich at Level 3 and won Golds in both Trampette and 
Tumbling! Congratulations Hannah, this is awesome. 

Gymnastics 

Hockey 

Some fabulous netball on the 19th albeit 
very short games due to the poor weather. 
The Year 9A team beat Goffs 16-2 and the 

Year 11 team won 10-6! Ria Cabbani and Lauren Turner were star 
players! Well done girls. 
 

Well done to the Year 9A netball team who recently won 38-2 
against Robert Barclay. Great game girls and you always play so 
well together in whatever position. Star player was Kirsten Gee.  
 

Congratulations to our year 10 netball team who won 38-1 in their 
league game against Robert Barclay Academy. Star player was 
Iona Dixon. 3/3 league games won. The team also won their 
county cup game v Queenswood this week 30-18. Well done. 

Netball 

Presdales has joined the National Schools Equestrian 
Association. The competition on Sunday 18th November took 
place at Keysoe Equestrian Centre near Bedford. 
 

The first competition was a jumping class involving 4 members 
of a team from Presdales competing against 8 other schools 
and 10 individuals. The team consisted of Connie Harrington, 
D’arcy Wright, Drew Cummins and Freya Naylor Stewart. They 
and their ponies jumped a round of cross country and show 
jumps at a height of 80cm. The best 3 scores count in the team 
and they came a very respectable 6th for their first foray into 
this type of competition.  
 

The next class that Presdales took part in was a pure show 
jumping class and the height of the jumps were 90cm. In this 
competition, the team that comes 1st or 2nd automatically 
qualifies for the prestigious Royal Windsor Horse Show in May 
next year. The Presdales team consisted of Ruby Barrs, Connie 
Harrington and Freya Naylor Stewart and unfortunately no 4th 
member. Again, the best three scores counted and the girls 
came an amazing 3rd out of 11, all the other teams having 4 
members. They were probably one of the youngest teams there 
and only having 3 in the team made their placing all the more 
poignant! 
 

What a brilliant first competition for Presdales Equestrian Team. 
Well done! 

National Schools Equestrian Association 

Year 7 - Ruby Walsh 
For always being polite and 
enthusiastic in all PE lessons 
Year 8 - Amelia Kaufman-Cook 
For a massive improvement in 
netball and always being so 
committed 
Year 9 - Maddie Stewart 
For being the top goal scorer in the U14 Hockey team! 
Year 10 - Arianne Constance 
For fantastic commitment and effort in the Interhouse Basketball 
Tournament 
Year 11 - Maggie Wyper 
For swimming in all the Senior races at the School Swimming 
Gala 
Sixth Form - Harvey Aylott 
For always being so enthusiastic in Sixth Form Games 

PE Students of the Month – November 
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News from Languages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday the 9th of November was a very exciting yet nerve- 
wracking day for a lot of people - we would finally be going to 
spend six days with a host family in another country after having 
very little contact with them. Saying this however, we had nothing 
to be worried about as we were welcomed like old friends later 
that day.  
 

Upon our arrival at 'College Gaston Serpette' we were greeted by 
the French students before being introduced to our partners. Very 
kindly, many of the families had baked cakes and we got a 
chance to bond with our partners over the goods.  
 

I was very relieved to arrive at the 'Roche family' house because, 
after a long day, I was just ready to sleep. Christophe and Coralie 
(the parents of Pénélope, my French exchange partner) were 
extremely kind and welcoming and even the cat seemed happy to 
have me in their home! That evening we enjoyed a lovely dinner 
and some board games with the older brother and younger sister. 
The family really appreciated the gifts that I brought, especially 
the younger sister who has since said that shortbread is her 
favourite thing in the world!  
 

We went straight into having a weekend with our host family and 
this provided an opportunity to really get to know them as well as 
have a great time. It was board games and the local 'Nantes 
market' on Saturday and a visit to the beautiful 'Mont– Saint-
Michel' on Sunday.  
 

Monday morning required an early start as we had to go to 
school with our partners. I sat through art and maths with 
Pénélope and actually managed to understand quite a lot of what 
was going on. I have to say that it was very different to be back in 
a class with boys after the two years since leaving primary 
school! Speaking of primary school, that's where we went in the 
afternoon. We filled out questionnaires with the children, who 
were all very excited to see us, before doing a presentation (in 
French) on Presdales School. 
 

On Tuesday, we visited a very interesting town called Vannes, an 
hour and forty minute coach ride away. After having a tour round, 
we were given free time. During this period, we all enjoyed picnic 
lunches made by our host families. It was in Vannes that I bought 
presents for my family back in England. I really enjoyed Vannes 
as it was a very pretty place with lots of quirky little details and we 
were given a chance to put our French to the test by talking to 
shopkeepers, etc., without the worry of getting anything wrong, 
as we knew that we weren't going to see these people again. 
Also, they were very understanding.  
 

Wednesday was, unfortunately, our last full day. My family gave 
me hot chocolate in a bowl (a very new experience!) and a huge 
selection of croissants, pain au chocolat and other pastries as 
they knew that there was a long day ahead! We got the tram into 
the centre of Nantes quite early in the morning so that we would 
be able to fit everything in. First of all, we had a guided tour round 
the château. The weather did not let us down, the beautiful skies 
were as blue as anything and it was very warm (considering that 
it was November). Then we went to the main shopping area in 

Nantes - there were lots of boutiques and individual shops in 
addition to some of the more well-known shops. The real 
highlight of the day would have to be visiting the huge 
mechanical elephant and carousel! To begin, we went into a 
museum which explained how the two were made and gave 
information about future projects that are being planned. I found it 
extremely interesting as the huge amount of time and effort put 
into the attractions was something to behold in itself. The ride on 
the actual elephant was slow but allowed you to take in local 
scenery and appreciate the work gone into it.  
 

The day ended with a reception with the mayor of Nantes and we 
met up with our partners and families. It was very lovely and the 
trip ended on a high.  
 

Then came the dreaded goodbye on Thursday morning ...  
we were all very emotional to leave our 'homes' which we had 
been so happily welcomed into. Many tears were shed as the 
time came to say goodbye to our partners. The bond that we 
made with them was so strong - they had been like our brothers 
and sisters for the past week and leaving just felt wrong. Surely it 
was too soon for us to leave? However, we knew that it wouldn't 
be long before the return visit and modern technology means that 
we can keep in touch very easily! 
 

I'm so glad that I took the opportunity and went on this trip and 
would definitely recommend it. Your French will improve without 
you even realising and you'll pick up new vocabulary just from 
overhearing dinner time conversation. The bonds and friendships 
that I made on the trip are ones that will last forever.  
 

Róisín Hurley (Year 9) 
 
 
 

Years 9, 10 and 12 French Exchange   
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Mon échange scolaire: 

On the 9th of November Presdales and Richard Hale set off for France for the infamous 
French Exchange. Being the only Year 10 going, I was a little apprehensive at first but 
there was no need for me to be! My fellow Presdalians were absolutely lovely and, 
although it was a little awkward at first, I soon found myself chatting with them. Not only 
this but the teachers accompanying us, Miss Haywood and Miss Lee, were so sweet and 

kept us laughing and smiling the whole week. 

Arriving at Gaston Serpette (the French school), I was so, so, SO nervous but also really 
excited to meet my exchange partner. I had previously texted her a bit so I knew what 
she looked like and a few things about her but I was still anxious that maybe we 

wouldn’t get along.  

I couldn’t have been more wrong. We were well-matched, and I knew as soon as I said 

my first “Salut!”, I was really going to like her. 

Unusually, this year, we went on a Friday which meant we were immediately spending the weekend with our host families 
which meant that there would be no teachers there to help translate! My correspondent’s parents were so welcoming, and I 
instantly felt safe and at home and I soon befriended her cat. My family made no fuss that I was vegetarian and cooked 

some delicious meals, making sure that I never went hungry - there was always a goûter (snack) ready and waiting for me! 

At the start of the week, there were often challenging points where I would try 
to ask or describe something to my exchange partner and couldn’t quite get 
there. Despite the language barrier, we were always able to get across what we 
wanted to say, even if it involved an odd jumble of French and English. By the 
end of the week I was better at saying these phrases and found myself feeling 

more confident to say them in the first place.  

It was really cool to experience a completely different culture, and even better 
to be doing so in such a beautiful city! Leaving Nantes, I was so happy I had 
met such kind people and so upset that I would not see my correspondent for 
several months - there were many tears at the airport! I wish I could have 

stayed for longer. 

To any younger students thinking about whether to go or not, I would 100% recommend you give it go, and I’m not just 
saying that because I know Miss Haywood will read this!  It will boost your French speaking and listening and prepare you 
for those GCSEs with extra vocab you wouldn’t know otherwise. You also get to spend a whole week off school with your 

mates, and get to meet new people, both French and English, with whom you may well become really good friends.  

Going on the exchange gave me so much more confidence with my French and really inspired me to keep going. Not only 

that but I made a genuinely amazing friend who made my week so enjoyable. 

Rebecca Kennard (Year 10) 

My French Exchange Experience 
 

I went into the French exchange feeling nervous but mostly excited about meeting my partner and diving into the French 
lifestyle. Since I had done the exchange before in year 9, I half knew what I was expecting; however, unlike the last time, I 
was constantly speaking French and by the end of the week I was really getting used to the family’s lifestyle and the French 
culture.  
 

My partner is called Lou and early on into the exchange we were already really good friends! We’re looking forward to seeing 
each other again when she comes back to England! We did lots of fun activities whilst we were there. With the school, we 
went to the Machines de l’Île (where there’s a giant mechanical elephant) and also we visited the Château de Nantes, which 
was really impressive. On Monday and Tuesday I went to the French school and it was really interesting to find out what 
school in France is like because it was so different from England.  
 

For me the best part about the trip was getting to meet my exchange partner because I have made a really good friend who 
can also help me improve my French. The most challenging part of the trip was at the start. I was finding it hard to understand 
the fast and complicated French that the family and my partner were speaking, but by the end of the week I could pick up 
most of what they said to me. I would definitely recommend this trip to anyone taking French, not only because it improves 
your listening and speaking skills, but it also allows you to make lots of friends and it is altogether a lot of fun! 
 

Hannah Wilson (Year 12) 
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On Friday, 23rd November, Years 12 and 
13 Russian classes attended the Russian 
Sixth Form Conference at Oxford High 

School and were afforded the opportunity to hear talks from Oxford university lecturers. As pupils 
from Year 13, we were thrilled to see that the first talk was about Gorbachev’s ideals and how they 
led to end of the Soviet Union - something which forms a key element of our course this year. We 
were particularly interested to find out that Professor Allison, who led the talk, had actually met with 
Gorbachev on many different occasions and even attended one of Putin’s Press Conference at his 
Dacha (untranslatable word: Russian summer house). 
 

The second session was led by Professor Curtis on  Bulgakov’s ‘Master and Margarita’, a 
celebrated novel across the world. She explained how different translated versions of the novel 
impacted Bulgakov’s original meaning, which made us think carefully about our own translations. After a delicious Russian lunch, hosted 
by OHS, we heard Professor Bullock talk on Tchaikovsky’s opera the ‘Queen of Spades’. As we are studying Pushkin’s novel of the 
same name this year, it was interesting to see how history and society had influenced Tchaikovsky’s opera version of the story.  
 

After that we were privileged to meet Mr Chesnokovy, a representative from the Russian Culture Centre, who explained the importance 
of studying Russian and the opportunities available post university. The conference ended with a talk on ‘untranslatable words’, by Ms. 
Solovyova, who taught us many unique words that do not comprehensively translate into English due to cultural differences.  
 

We found this conference extremely useful and pertinent to our A Level course, as well as broadening our thoughts on all things 
Russian. We are looking forward to the next opportunity to hear Professor Bullock speak on Pushkin's Queen of Spades in January. 
 

Year 13 Russian Class 

Russian Sixth Form Conference  

This term, Year 8 have been studying ecosystems with a 
particular focus on the Amazon rainforest. They listened to 
rainforest sounds and looked at images of some of the amazing 
species of plants and animals that live in the Amazon 
rainforest. Their task was to then write a poem about why the 
Amazon rainforest is special and worth saving. Ellie Rushforth 
wrote this poem and the Geography department think it's so 
good, they want to share it with you. 

News from the Geography department 

Senior Maths Challenge 
Results 

6th November 2018 
 

The following students took 
part in the Senior Maths 
Challenge this Year – an 
hour-and-a-half individual 
Maths competition. Gold, 
Silver and Bronze certificates 
were awarded as shown on 
the right and Tilly Pitt and 
Alyssa Stein have been 
invited to take part in the 
Senior Kangaroo competition 
on the strength of their 
achievement in this.  
 

We congratulate all of the 
students on their 
achievements in logical, 
mathematical reasoning and 
deduction. 
 

Mrs Rugg-Gunn 

News from the Maths department 

Year 13     

Matilda Pitt GOLD 

Kirsten Rugg-Gunn SILVER 

Laura Sharman BRONZE 

Year 12     

Alyssa Stein GOLD 

Grace Farrell SILVER 

Charlotte Head BRONZE 

Scarlett Kendrick BRONZE 

Freya Campbell BRONZE 

Chloe Liu BRONZE 

Abigail Tallentire BRONZE 

Shauna 
Corcoran-
Snowden 

BRONZE 

Harvey Aylot BRONZE 

Hannah Emery BRONZE 

Daisy Gibbons BRONZE 

Daisy Dewson BRONZE 

Jessica Pryke BRONZE 



 
 
 
Presdales School, previously Ware Grammar School for Girls, has a rich history. We are fortunate enough to still have a 
number of items in our archives which make for an interesting read. As part of an occasional dip into the archives, this is 
a reproduction of a poem written by Olive Reed, one of our first Head Girls. 
 

If you have anything you think we might be interested in having for the archive please contact Mrs Newbold. 

 

 

 

          PressTales         PressTales 
               Page 9  

From the archives 
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