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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

It has been a very busy few weeks since the last edition of 
PressTales. Over the weekend, many of you will have seen or 
taken part in acts of remembrance. On Monday morning this week, 
we held a one-minute silence in lessons to give the students a 
chance to reflect as a school community on the sacrifice that so 
many made. A number of our students performed in a joint concert 
on Sunday evening with Richard Hale students and the Hertford 
Symphony Orchestra. 
 

In our archive there are accounts of how the school supported the 
war effort in both the First and Second World Wars.  The school was 
asked to billet a number of soldiers, presumably en route to the 
trenches. In her report to the governors of 7th December 1914, 
Miss Brough (Headmistress) complained that the billeting was 'not 
without difficulty'. During the holidays 130 men had been 
successfully billeted for one night, thanks to the help of the 
gardener. However, when asked to accommodate 250 men and 11 
officers for 2 days and 2 nights during term time (without closing the 
school), Miss Brough recorded that 'the children behaved 
magnificently and the housekeeper and maids did wonders, but in 
the absence of the billeting Lieutenant and his NCO the soldiers 
behaved objectionably. The whole matter was mismanaged, they 
showed no manners and the money paid was quite without 
connection to the number of officers fed, the loss of property and 
the indescribable dirt'. 
 

All students who wished to were encouraged to knit mufflers, socks, 
body belts, helmets and mittens which were sent to the 1st 
Bedfordshires, the 4th Bedfordshires, the territorials, submariners in 
E12 and its parent ship HMS Arrogant. Over 230 items were sent. 
Thank you to Mrs Newbold for the above information. 
 

On Wednesday evening this week, we held our Sixth Form open 
evening. We were very pleased with the number of internal and 
external students who came to visit and look around. Choosing the 
right school for Sixth Form is very important, and we believe that 
Presdales can offer our girls and external students an excellent 
experience for their Level 3 qualifications. 
 

I would like to draw your attention to the advert from Highway 
Cycles which can be found later in this document. If you are 
considering buying a bicycle in the near future, then please use the 
voucher, as the school will benefit financially. 
 

A reminder that the Christmas Fayre takes place on Friday 23rd 
November, 4pm -6pm. Please attend if you are able to as all money 
raised by the PTA directly benefits the students at Presdales. 
 

Kind regards 
 

Matt Warren, Headteacher 

Congratulations to the following forms 
who have achieved the highest number 
of reward points since half term : 

Rewards 

7LG   8SH   9SC   10SM   11LE   6NG 
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 Please don’t forget to vote for our Hockey 

Pitch Project. 

 Please don’t forget to sell your Christmas 

Fayre Raffle tickets! 

 GCSE Geography Revision Guide available to purchase for £5.50 by 23rd 

November. 

 GCSE Maths Revision Guide and Workbook available to purchase at £2.50 each. 

 GCSE Business Revision Guide and Workbook available to purchase for £5. 

 GCSE German Revision Guide and Workbook available to purchase for £5. 

 GCSE Science Revision Guides available to purchase by 21st November 

 Year 13 Bethlem Royal Hospital Visit (Thursday 29th November) - Please return 

the slip with payment of £16. 

 Year 7 Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre Trip (Friday 25th January 2019) - Please 

return the slip and make the voluntary contribution of £33. 

 2019 Ski Trip (February 2019) - Please complete the online Parental Consent Form if 

you have not already done so. A ski hoody is available to purchase. Please click here for the letter. 

 A Level Geography Fieldtrip (April 2019) -  Places still available. An initial deposit of £100 is required.  

 Year 9 Spanish Trip to Cantabria (July 2019) - A few places still available. A non-refundable deposit of £100 is required to 

secure the place.  

 Russian Trip (October 2019) - First instalment of £150 is due by the end of November 2018. 

 Barbados Netball Sport Tour (April 2020) - Places still available. An initial deposit of £150 is required.  

Trips and Reminders 

NOVEMBER 

 Monday 19th : Years 12 & 13 Spanish Theatre Trip (evening)  

 Thursday 22nd : Music Concert, 7pm 

 Friday 23rd : Year 10 Skills London Careers Fair 

 Friday 23rd : PTA School Christmas Fayre 

 Tuesday 27th : Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Meeting 

 Thursday 29th : Year 13 Psychology Trip to Bethlem Hospital 

 Thursday 29th to Wednesday 12th December : Year 11  Mock Exams 
DECEMBER 

 Monday 3rd  to Friday 14th : Year 13 Mock 

Exams 

 Friday 7th : Occasional Day 

 Saturday 15th : Concert with Ware Brass, 7pm 

 Monday 17th : Speech Day (School closes at 12.45pm) 

 Wednesday 19th : Rehearsal Day for Sixth Form Revue 

 Wednesday 19th : Christmas Lunch 

 Wednesday 19th : School Carol Service, 6pm 

 Thursday 20th : Sixth Form Revue 

 Friday 21st : End of Term, 12.45pm 

Upcoming Events 

Please click here for the 
PE fixtures. 

The full school calendar can be 
viewed by clicking here. 

If you have not already completed and 
returned the Presdales School 
Permissions Form please do so as 

soon as possible. 

Many thanks. 

Presdales School 

Permissions 

Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and 
running! Go to http://
schools.scholastic.co.uk/presdales-
school to browse the latest books and 
order online. For every £1 you spend on 
this month’s Book Club, our school will 
earn 25p in Scholastic Rewards. 
 

Please place your order online by 
November 23rd, 2018. 

Scholastic Book Club 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/voting/campaign/getinvolved
https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/voting/campaign/getinvolved
http://presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/hoody.pdf
https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/calendar/overview/pe-fixtures-2018-2019.aspx
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/calendar/overview.aspx
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/Parental%20Permissions%202018.pdf
http://www.presdales.herts.sch.uk/downloads/content/Parental%20Permissions%202018.pdf
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/presdales-school
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/presdales-school
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/presdales-school
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Four Year 12 and 13 students volunteered to take 
part in this Year's highly demanding Mathematical 
Olympiad for Girls, run by the UK Mathematics 
Trust to encourage enthusiastic young female 
mathematicians. They all worked extremely hard 
for 2 1/2 hours to produce some thorough and 
well-written solutions, clearly showing their logical 
thinking and mathematical arguments. Alyssa 
Stein (Year 12) received a certificate for 
her participation and Matilda Pitt (Year 13), Holly 
Gibbons (Year 13) and Grace Farrell (Year 12) all 
received Certificates of Distinction. Matilda Pitt 
has also been invited to take part in the British 
Maths Olympiad at the end of November on the 
strength of her achievement in this competition.         
                                                                              
The Individual Senior Maths Challenge took place 
on 6th November for all the Year 12 Maths 
students and volunteers from Year 13. We await 
the results of this.     
 
Mrs Rachel Rugg-Gunn 

Mathematical Olympiad for 

Girls October 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are now available to purchase at a cost of £3.50 per ticket. Payment can be made either as an online payment via Wisepay or cash (to be handed in to Mrs Eyre in a 

envelope marked with your daughter’s name, form and lunch choice). *If your son/daughter has Free School Meals, please log on to Wisepay and indicate meal choice* 

THE DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS IS THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER. 

ONLY CHRISTMAS LUNCH WILL BE SERVED ON THAT DAY. 

Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 19th December 

 Choice of Main  

Traditional Roast Turkey with 

Stuffing, 

Roast Potatoes, Carrots, 

Peas, Sweetcorn and Pigs in 

Blankets 

Or Roasted Vegetable & Bean 

Crumble 

 Choice of Dessert  

Warmed Mince Pies  or  Chocolate Fudge Cake 

 (Both Served With Cream)  

  
 
 

 
 
  
                

 

Inter House Basketball Competition Results 

Curie 

Frank 

Nightingale 

Pankhurst 

Parks 

Windsor 

Position Year 7  Points  Position Year 10  Points 

1st FJ 12  1st SF 12 

2nd AL 10  2nd RM 10 

3rd NW 8  3rd JE 8 

4th LG 6  4th CB 6 

5th KM 4  5th SM 4 

5th ME 4     

       

Position Year 8 Points  Position Year 11  Points 

1st LD 12  1st SL 12 

2nd SH 10  2nd LM 10 

3rd EW 8  3rd EF 8 

4th BR 6  4th LE 6 

5th AH 4  5th TH 4 

6th GP 2     

       

Position Year 9  Points     

1st LC 12     

2nd SC 10     

3rd EC 8     

4th LH 6     

5th LB 4     

https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=57882&ACT=nav
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Government and Politics Trip to New York and Washington 

“Bonkers!” This 
was the reply we 
got from Jon 
Sopel, the BBC’s 

North America editor, when we asked him what life was like in 
Trump’s America. We were in the BBC studios in downtown DC 
on our last day in Washington, and it was one of the highlights of 
the trip. We were there to have a talk about “Life in Trump’s 
America” that Mr Spurgeon was able to organise. John Sopel is 
the news correspondent for Washington DC and as American 
politics with Trump is always busy, he can be seen on the news 
very regularly. The talk was really interesting and he was kind 
enough to take us all into the studio and answer our questions on 
his job, politics and what he thought would happen in the 
upcoming (now over) mid-term elections to the Senate and House 
of Representatives. We also learned that Mr Trump doesn’t read 
anything but has to be briefed orally all the time by his advisers 
and that he claimed to have predicted the outcome of the Brexit 
vote the day before it happened when in fact it was the day after(!) 
 

The trip had started five days earlier when we flew from Heathrow 
to JFK airport outside New York. After 8 hours on the plane, 
several brushes with the stern security personnel at passport 
control and a coach ride through the typically congested New York 
streets, we arrived at our hotel. As always with school, we were 
kept busy and we went out on a walking exploration of New York 
passing through Times Square and down to Grand Central Station 
where we tested the “talking arches”. Our New York experience 

continued the next 
day which was 
packed with 
activities. We started 
with the 9/11 
memorial and 
museum, where we 
relived the 
horrendous days of 
September 2001 and 
then went on to the 
Staten Island ferry to 

view the Statue of Liberty. This latter activity was a slightly 
restricted (!) by the almost monsoon quantity of rain that was 
falling but some of us managed to get some good photos and 
some even went out on deck! Following that we were free to go off 
and get our own lunch and have some free time. This was spent a 
number of different ways but of course the majority of us spent 
time shopping, shopping and more shopping. Our day was 
completed with a visit to Planet Hollywood and then an elevator 
ride to the “Top of the Rock” where we had a great view of grey 
cloud as there was zero visibility(!). 
 

The weather was considerably 
better when we arrived in 
Washington the next day after 
a 5ish hour coach journey that 
luckily had WiFi. First stop the 
White House, which was, as 
everyone says, much smaller 
than it seems to be on TV – but 
impressive none the less. Then 
on to the Hard Rock Café for 
food and to celebrate one of the 
Year 12’s birthdays and home 
to bed. The first full day in Washington started with a tour of the 
many, many national memorials in the city including the 
Washington monument, the WWII memorial, the Dr Martin Luther 
King memorial, the Korean War memorial, the Vietnam war 
memorial and of course the Lincoln memorial. We got to stand on 
the very steps Martin Luther King did when he gave his “I Have a 
Dream” speech (and, of course, where Forrest Gump stood too). 
We then went across the bridge to the Arlington national military 
cemetery to see JFK’s eternal flame which was very fitting as we 
were there so close to Remembrance Day. Tuesday arrived, a 
day full of politics. Arriving at Capitol Hill, we had a tour round 
Congress with Paul Newman! (not the movie star but a British tour 
guide who had to be very careful what he said to the ‘Make 
America Great Again’ 
groups that are more 
frequently visiting the 
capital). We even managed 
to see a small part of the 
Senate working that day! 
We then walked across 
Capitol Hill to the Supreme 
Court, another highlight for 
the group, where we had a 
talk on the how the court 
works. That evening, we 
also travelled to 
Georgetown, a popular place just outside the main city, where we 
spent some (shopping) time and had dinner, which included 

another birthday from 
one of the Year 13’s. 
 

We had such a great 
time on the trip and 
managed to fit in so 
much for the time that 
we were there. We 
wanted to say a really 
big thank you to the 
school and especially 
the teachers on the trip, 
Mrs Freed, Miss 
Catterall, Mrs Yates and 

Mr Spurgeon, for making our trip so enjoyable and helping us 
learn so much more about our subject. 
        Eva Terziyski and friends 
 
 

PS. Sorry the single use plastic debate doesn’t seem to have 
reached America … we had to use more plastic in one week on 
the trip than we have probably saved in a year here at school! 

The Supreme Court 

Times Square 

Central Park 

John Sopel, BBC 
North America 
Editor, gives 
Presdales 
students the 
inside story of 
life in ‘Trumps 
America’. 

The White House 
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On Tuesday 23rd October, Mrs Dray, Mrs Schillaci-
Rowland and Mr Warren took the Year 11 Design and 
Technology students to the Paper Trail in Hemel 
Hempstead.   
 

The students watched a presentation and demonstration 
about paper and boards, given by Sue, one of the 
members of staff at the paper mill. There were some 
fascinating facts about the history of paper, as well as the 
surrounding area, and about how the Paper Mill had been 
a huge part of the paper industry, and is the only site to 
have a working Fourdrinier machine making bespoke 
paper. 
 

The students were then split into groups; the Graphics 
students did papermaking, whilst the Textiles students 
went on a tour of the Paper Mill, and had the opportunity to see 
the Fourdrinier machine working and making paper! The groups 
then swapped and did the second session. 
 

The tour of the mill was very informative, and the students 
asked lots of questions about the process. It was incredible to 
see how quickly paper is made from pulp which takes minutes 
to go from very wet to a crisp, piece of paper. The Paper Mill 
make a lot of sustainable paper for big companies, such as 
banana paper for Lush, and also for events such as 
Wimbledon, where the grass is mixed into the paper to give it a 
luxurious feel. 
 

The trip will certainly prepare our students for their GCSE 
exam next summer, and the hands-on experience has also 
helped them to visualise the processes involved in making 
paper and boards. 
 

Mrs Schillaci-Rowland, Design and Technology 

 

 

Every year, one of the largest youth drama festivals is held across the country. This is the Shakespeare Schools Festival. This 
year we performed Julius Caesar alongside John Warner’s Macbeth and Simon Balle’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

On Tuesday of last week, the 6th November, our cast hopped in the school mini bus and headed for Hertford Theatre, where we 
would later be performing our play. Prior to this, we had attended a great workshop at the theatre, where two actors who 
worked for the Shakespeare Festival company taught us many different techniques, such as ghosting and developing ensemble 
movement, which we then incorporated into our performance! 

Back to performance day, and - tech rehearsal and dress rehearsal done - all we had to do was wait until showtime! 

Opening the show was our production, so we nervously (but excitedly) got into starting positions and waited for the lights to 
come up – they did, and we began! The performance went really well, with our chorus members using ensemble movement 
and sound to support the lead roles and create an eerie atmosphere reflective of the political uncertainty of Julius Caesar’s 
Rome. The performances from the other two schools were also fab – with Macbeth setting a spooky, mysterious feeling, and 
then A Midsummer Night’s Dream bringing comic relief and a magical atmosphere. 

“After three months of hard work and rehearsals, it was really cool to see the play come together!” – Izzy (played Mark Antony) 

“I had a great time performing Julius Caesar and we cast members felt like a team.” – Amelie (Julius Caesar) 

On behalf of all of the cast members, we would like to say a huge thank you to Ms Hobbs for directing our performance and 
supporting us the whole way through, as well as thanks to Miss Garret and Mrs Burnett for helping us with lines, props, and 
costume! 

Safia Sipi (Cassius) 

Shakespeare Schools Festival 2018 

Year 11 Design and Technology Trip to the Paper Trail, Hemel Hempstead 
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Art & Photography News 

Congratulations to:- 
 

Year 7 - Rebecca Gee 
Year 8 - Isabelle 
Williams 
Year 9 - Mia 
Hannington 
Year 10 - Ella Plume 
Year 10 - Keira 
Macrae 
Year 11 - Connie 
Rowswell 
Year 11 - Seona 
Colligan 
Year 11 - Harriet 
Curzon 
Year 11 - Abigail Rymer 
Year 11 - Maisie McAllister 
Year 11 - Millie Flathers 
Year 12 - Eleanor Turpin 
Year 13 - Alexandra Lidbury 
 

Photographer of the Month 
 

Year 12 - Lissy Bennett 
Year 13 - Phoebe Taylor 

 
Well done to all our 
chosen artists this 
month who have 
produced excellent 
pieces of work. Their 
works are displayed 
in reception and they 
will be receiving 
certificates and 
badges in assemblies 
this week.  

Meredith Freeman (Year 13) and Hester Peart 
(Year 10) have been awarded the Head 

teacher’s Art award 
this month for 
outstanding work 
and ability. 
Meredith has 
produced a body of 
portraits in a wide 
variety of media 
and should be 
congratulated on 
her realism and 
flair. Hester has 
produced some 
excellent 
watercolour studies 

and a beautiful acrylic 
pattern showing 

amazing detail and 
a mature sense of 
colour. Well done 
to you both. 
 
 

Artists of the Month - October 

Meredith Freeman  

Headteacher’s Art Award 

 

Hester Peart  

Congratulations 
from all of us in 

the Art 
Department! 

 



 

          PressTales         PressTales 
               Page 7 

The students studied the decorative animal watercolours by artist Daniel Macke and butterfly’s by artist Starla 
Michelle in vibrant pattern and style. They produced their own fantastic interpretations.  Year 9 Illustrations 
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Our Year 12 Fine Art students have recently 
been experimenting with biro and pen work. 
They have produced some excellent studies for 
their portfolios. Well done to them all. 

Year 12 Fine Art pen 
drawings 
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Charlotte Slack in Year 8 has 
been competing at some recent 
tennis tournaments. Her 
achievements over the last two 
weeks: 

 Runner up in 16U singles 

Grade 4 County 
Tournament Ruthin North 
Wales  

 Runner up in 12U singles 

Grade 3 Regional Tournament Riverside Bedford  

 Third place in 18U Grade 4 County Doubles  
 

Charlotte played a lot of matches against some much older and 
physically stronger girls, but kept fighting till the end. Well done 
Charlotte! 

PE News 

Tennis 

Summer Hobbs in Year 7 
competed in the British 
Equestrian Vaulting 
Championships in Wales 2 
weeks ago. 
 

Vaulting is gymnastics on a 
moving horse and the class 
she is in now complete their 
freestyle routine in canter. 
 

Summer vaults for 
Cambridge Vaulting club. 
After winning the title of 
English champions earlier in the year, the club took their Pirate 
squad to Wales for the British championships and managed a 3rd 
place out of 6 strong teams. 
 

Also, Summer’s individual performance got her an 11th place out 
of 17, which was a class up for her.  
 

She is now training over the winter hopefully to compete for Great 
Britain in the spring. 

Following some excellent results in 
recent UK competitions, Amelia 
Middleton in Year 11 has been 

selected to be part of the Great Britain Cadet (U17) Foil Squad.  
She will be competing with the squad in international 
competitions in France and Germany in December. 
Additionally, she has been asked to join the GB talent pathway 
programme, which was set up to develop the most promising 
young fencers in the country. Congratulations Amelia, this is 
amazing!  

Fencing 

Equestrian Vaulting 

Well done to our awesome 
year 8 netball teams who both 
won v Goffs last week. A 

team won 39-2 and B team won 31-3! Star players were Lottie 
Green and Saoirse Slater.  

Well done to our year 10 netball team who won their first 
league game on Tuesday 45-0 against Haileybury - 
Turnford. They then played Chauncy last night and won 32-8. 
Amazing results! 
 

Year 11 netball team also played against Chauncy last night. 
They lost a tight game 23-19. 

Netball 

On 25-28th October, Rosie Colley in Year 
10 attended the Irish Open Diving 
Championships at the National Aquatic 

Centre in Dublin. Rosie already competes both regionally and 
nationally with her club Beaumont Diving Academy and this was 
her first international competition. The final scores were very close 
and Rosie just missed a medal, coming in 5th place in her age 
category. Well done Rosie, this is fantastic for your first 
international competition. 

Diving 

What an amazing day of 
hockey! The U14’s played so 
well against some tough 

competition. We were the only state school out of 8 teams so it 
is an amazing achievement to play in the regional round. The 
girls came 2nd in their pool, with 2 wins and 1 loss, having, 
therefore, the harder 
semi-final.  
 

Unfortunately they 
lost to a very good 
Sevenoaks School 
from Kent, coming 
equal third due to no 
3rd/4th play-off. Well 
done girls, you were 
all brilliant. 

At the weekend some Presdales students played in their 
1st Netball County tournament, representing Herts at 
Norwich University. There were 14 teams in total from 
across Beds, Herts, Essex, Cambs and Norwich. 

Violet Faber and Eliza Pettit in Year 7 
played for the 2nd team finishing in a 
respectable 7th place. The age range 
was Y7-Y10. Violet was awarded 
coaches’ player of 
the tournament! 
Well done. 
 

Frankie Jones in 
Year 8 played for the 1st team whom 
won the entire competition, only losing 
one game against Essex.  
 

Hockey 
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